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Madam Chairperson,  
Distinguished members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

On behalf of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, it is a 

great pleasure to welcome you to the fifty-second session of the 

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.  

 

I would like first to congratulate the members of the Committee 

who were re-elected on 26 June 2012, as well as the newly-elected 

members of the Committee who will take the places of those whose 

terms expire on 31 December 2012. I have no doubt that, with its 

membership renewed, the Committee will be well equipped to build on 

its already remarkable achievements in promoting and protecting the 

rights of women, including its contribution to securing the full 

implementation of the Convention by States at the national level.  

 

30th Anniversary of CEDAW  

I would also like to warmly congratulate the Committee as it 

celebrates its 30th anniversary this year. Over the 30 years, the 

Committee has established itself as an authoritative standard-setting 

body and a source of interpretation and guidance on how to implement 

women‟s rights.  

 

To mark the anniversary, OHCHR has issued a publication 

entitled „30 Years Working for Women‟s Rights‟ to celebrate the 

progress made by the Committee and to map out the work ahead in 

addressing challenges with respect to women‟s rights and gender 
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equality.  It is also meant to serve as resource tool for States and other 

stakeholders to assist them in understanding the role of the Committee, 

its working methods, the Convention and the Optional Protocol, as well 

as general recommendations of the Committee and other activities.  

 

This commemorative publication – together with the 30th 

anniversary event, organised jointly by the OHCHR and UN Women –

should serve to highlight the work of this august Committee and the 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 

Women, and help keep both high on the human rights agenda.    

 

Treaty Bodies 

Let me start by recalling some important recent developments in 

relation to treaty body strengthening.  The CEDAW Committee has 

played an active role in the treaty body strengthening process through 

its participation in the Dublin 2009 and 2011 meetings and other related 

consultations, including those with States held on 2 and 3 April 2012 in 

New York, in which your Committee was represented by Ms.  Bailey. 

This process culminated last month with the release of a report on 

enhancing the treaty body system by the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights, Ms. Navi Pillay. The report and its recommendations, 

issued on 22 June 2012, can be found on the OHCHR website.    

 

Key proposals addressed to the treaty bodies in the High 

Commissioner‟s report include:  
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 Establishing a comprehensive reporting calendar that ensures 

strict compliance with human rights treaties and equal 

treatment of all States parties; 

 Ensuring continued consistency of treaty body jurisprudence 

in relation to individual communications, and increasing 

coordination among the treaty bodies in relation to individual 

communications and adoption of common guidelines on 

procedural questions; 

 Increasing accessibility and visibility of the treaty body system, 

through webcasting of public meetings and use of other new 

technologies;  

 A simplified, focused reporting procedure to assist States 

parties to meet their reporting obligations with cost savings for 

them and the United Nations, while maintaining the quality of 

the process; and 

 Alignment of other working methods to the maximum extent 

without contradicting the specific normative requirements of 

the treaties, including aligning models for the adoption of 

general comments, standardising interaction with NGOs as 

well as appointment of focal points to prevent reprisals against 

those who have engaged with the treaty bodies.   

 

Notably, the report contains a concrete costing of each proposal, to 

help take the vital decision on the necessary resources for implementing 

them.  

 



4 

 

We would hope that any further efforts by the Committee to 

enhance its operation in the context of treaty body strengthening should 

be guided by the report‟s recommendations addressed to the treaty 

bodies. I understand that time has been set aside during the session for 

a discussion on these matters with Mr. Ibrahim Salama, Director of 

Human Rights Treaties Division.   In this context, the Committee will 

also be briefed on the financial restraints that OHCHR is currently 

facing. 

 

Treaty body strengthening was also taken up at the recent Annual 

Meeting of Chairpersons of treaty bodies, which took place in Addis 

Ababa in June 2012.  The chairpersons welcomed the High 

Commissioner‟s report and urged each treaty body to carefully review 

its working methods in lights of the report‟s recommendations and 

consider the steps required for implementation of these 

recommendations.  

 

The Chairpersons also held a videoconference with the two co-

facilitators of the General Assembly process on “strengthening and 

enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body 

system” as established by resolution 66/254. In this context, the chairs 

"highlighted the fact that although the process of the General Assembly 

[...] is inter-governmental in nature, the treaty body system is by 

definition a multi-stakeholder system where both States parties and 

treaty bodies have specific competencies under the respective treaties" 

and "stressed that the treaty bodies as relevant UN bodies should 
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participate in the deliberations as resource persons and are confident 

that the States will make such arrangements". 

 

Beyond the issue of treaty body strengthening, the main focus of 

the Chairpersons‟ meeting was to facilitate interaction with regional 

mechanisms and actors. Discussion focused on complementarity 

between the United Nations human rights treaty bodies and the human 

rights mechanisms of the African system, including joint strategies for 

promoting implementation of their respective recommendations, and 

follow-up thereto, as well as improved consistency of the jurisprudence 

by the African Court on Human and Peoples‟ Rights and other regional 

mechanisms with that of the UN treaty bodies. 

 

At the meeting, the chairs also discussed and endorsed guidelines 

on the independence and impartiality of treaty body members (the 

“Addis Ababa guidelines”) which they strongly recommended for 

prompt adoption by the respective treaty bodies, inter alia through 

inclusion, in an appropriate manner, in their rules of procedure. These 

guidelines will be annexed to the chairpersons‟ report to the 67th 

session of the General Assembly which will be available shortly.  

 

The High Commissioner and the Human Rights Mechanisms  
 
Madam Chairperson,  
Distinguished members of the Committee, 

 

The recently-concluded United Nations Conference on 

Sustainable Development (Rio+20) marked an historic opportunity for 
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the international community. In preparation of the conference, the High 

Commissioner urged all UN member states in March 2012 to support 

the full integration of human rights into the Rio process, launching a 

campaign that continued through the final conference itself.   

 

On 22 June 2012, the High Commissioner welcomed the adoption 

of the final outcome of the Conference for its broad inclusion of human 

rights provisions, including the human rights of women.   In addition, 

the High Commissioner pointed to the inclusion in the outcome of 

several “key elements of the human rights-based approach, including 

the principles of participation, accountability, non-discrimination, and 

empowerment as well as the rule of law and democracy.” It may serve 

as an encouragement to this Committee to continue addressing human 

rights in the context of sustainable development when monitoring the 

implementation of States parties‟ obligations under the Convention.  

 

Another priority for the High Commissioner and her office is 

combating violence against women. In the context of the June 2012 

session of the Human Rights Council, the High Commissioner 

submitted her thematic study on the issue of violence against women 

and girls and disability (A/HRC/20/5), pursuant to its resolution 

17/11. The study examines the causes and manifestations of violence 

against women and girls with disabilities, and analyses national 

legislation, policies and programmes for the protection from and 

prevention of such violence. The report was brought to the attention of 

both this Committee and the Committee on the Rights of Persons with 
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Disabilities. We encourage you to take its findings and 

recommendations into account in your work.  

 

A number of activities have been undertaken by OHCHR in the 

area of violence against women. An expert group meeting on the 

investigation of femicide in Latin America was organized by OHCHR in 

Panama, in cooperation with UN Women and the Secretary-General‟s 

Unite Campaign. It brought together judges, prosecutors, forensic 

experts and civil society representatives and produced an annotated 

outline of a protocol to investigate gender-motivated killings of women. 

The standards developed under the CEDAW Convention and the Inter-

American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication 

of Violence against Women are guiding this effort.  

 

OHCHR and UN Women have produced a draft guidance note on 

reparations for conflict-related sexual violence which should now go 

through a process of validation by other relevant UN entities. We hope 

its content will also be of assistance to the Committee, including in the 

development of its general recommendation on the rights of women in 

conflict and post-conflict situations. 

 

The High Commissioner and the Deputy High Commissioner in 

their country visits have echoed concerns expressed by this Committee 

and other treaty bodies, as well as special procedures and the UPR, 

concerning women‟s rights and gender-based discrimination.  

 

Human Rights Council 
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Finally, let me turn to other recent developments in the Human 

Rights Council of relevance to this Committee.  

 

This year‟s annual full-day discussion at the Council on 

women's human rights focused on remedies and reparations for 

women who have been subjected to violence, and on women human 

rights defenders. The panel discussion on remedies and reparations 

drew on the report by the Special Rapporteur on violence against 

women on the topic of reparations to women, submitted to the 14th 

Session of the Council (A/HRC/14/22). The panel discussion on human 

rights defenders examined the vital role played by women human 

rights defenders and assessed the challenges faced by such women 

across thematic areas and around the world.  

 

The Working Group on the issue of discrimination against 

women in law and in practice presented to the Council its first annual 

report, which outlined the broad consultation process developed by the 

Working Group to help define the scope of its mandate. I am sure the 

Committee will receive more detailed information on the Working 

Group‟s activities at the meeting with the Working Group scheduled for 

this session.    

 

Madam Chairperson,  
Distinguished members of the Committee, 
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I wish you a successful deliberations and a productive session. 

Thank you for your attention and best wishes on your 30th anniversary.  

 

********** 


