
CLOSING REMARKS 

by  

Ms. Silvia Pimentel  

 

Fifty-third session of the  

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women  

 

Dear Colleagues,  

 

We have thus come to the end of the fifty-third session of the Committee on the 

Elimination of Discrimination against Women. It is customary for the 

Committee’s Chairperson to sum up the work completed.  

 

Let me start from the beginning of this session and assess our results. We 

considered the reports of five States parties.  We held informal meetings with 

non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and a national human rights institution.  

We also attended several lunchtime briefings organized by non-governmental 

organizations. The Committee was pleased by the high level of attendance of 

NGOs, both international and national, which once again made significant 

contributions to the work of the Committee.    

 

The Committee also is thankful to those UN entities which provided us with 

detailed information, and I encourage both the UN entities and NGOs to deepen 

their advocacy for the promotion and protection of women’s human rights and 

the implementation of the Convention.    

 

In addition to considering the reports of States parties and adopting concluding 

observations thereon, the Committee also reviewed information received from 

States parties on priority recommendations as part of its follow-up procedure.   It 

also continued to discharge its mandate under article 8 of the Optional Protocol 

with respect to individual communications and inquiries.  The Committee 

considered one individual complaint and decided that it was inadmissible.  It also 

adopted two decisions with respect to two other communications.  Furthermore, 

the Committee further analyzed and discussed the modalities and procedures for 

assessing and conducting inquiries. 

 

The Committee continued with its review and finalization of the general 

recommendation on the dissolution of marriage and its economic consequences, 

and was also briefed on the status of other general recommendations.   It 



endorsed the concept note on rural women as well as the concept note on access 

to justice and decided to hold a day of general discussion at its 54
th

 session.    

 

On behalf of the Committee, Ms. Nicole Ameline presented a statement to the 

Third Committee on CEDAW’s activities and accomplishments and engaged in 

an interactive dialogue with the Third Committee as well as held a press 

conference.  Ms. Ameline also met with UN Women while in New York.   

 

The Committee also held a meeting with States parties at which 74 

representatives were present to discuss strengthening engagement with 

stakeholders and the implementation of the Convention and Optional Protocol.  

 

A 30
th

 Anniversary Event was also held, organized by OHCHR and the 

International Organization of the Francophonie.  The event featured two high-

level panels which focused on the human rights of women in conflict and post-

conflict in French Speaking Africa.  The Committee met with the members of the 

Human Rights Committee to discuss treaty body strengthening and individual 

complaint procedures.  It also met with representatives of WILPF and the World 

YMCA, the International Commission of Jurists and the Freidrich Ebert Stiftung 

Foundation, and the Indigenous Peoples and Minorities Section of OHCHR.  The 

Committee also met with the High Commissioner and Ms. Wan-Hea Lee from 

OHCHR to discuss administrative issues.      

 

The Working Group on Working Methods continued its work in setting-out 

priorities to rationalize and strengthen the Committee’s procedures and practices 

in the context of treaty body strengthening. 

 

Ms. Feride Acar has been working very hard putting together our Anniversary 

Event and special meeting in Istanbul which is generously being supported by the 

Turkish Government at which we will continue working on our many activities.   

 

Dear Colleagues,  

 

May I take this opportunity to extend my appreciation and congratulation to the 

States parties that engaged in the excellent constructive dialogues with the 

Committee, many of which were represented at very high levels.  

 

Before I conclude, may I take this opportunity to sincerely thank all experts for 

the hard work accomplished during the past three weeks, in particular the country 

rapporteurs who have greatly contributed to our discussions during the dialogues 



with the representatives of the States parties. I am also grateful to my colleagues 

in the Bureau for their advice on the many issues that we have tackled.  

 

There are some members of our Committee for whom this is their last session -   

Ms. Magalys Arocha Domingues, Ms. Violet Awori,  Ms. Soledad Murillo de la 

Vega, Ms. Victoria Popescu and Ms. Zohra Rasekh.  We are very sad to see you 

go but would all like to let you know how much we appreciated the opportunity 

of working with you over the years.  You have all made great contributions to the 

work of the Committee and your presence will be missed.  We wish you well in 

your future endeavours and we look forward to spending time with you in 

Istanbul. 

 

I would also like to extend the Committee’s appreciation to our Secretariat for 

your dedication, efficiency and hard work.  We would also like to thank the 

interpreters, précis-summary-writers, conference officers and all those who made 

this session successful.  

 

I wish you all a safe journey home and I look forward to seeing you in Geneva at 

the fifty-third session. 

 

Thank you very much.  

    


