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Madam Chairperson, 

Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to open the forty-first session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, and to welcome its distinguished members to what will no doubt be a very fruitful session in keeping with longstanding traditions of the Committee. Before turning to your work during this session, allow me to bring to your attention a number of important developments of interest to the Committee that have taken place since your last session in January 2008.  Before I do so, let me point out that this session is taking place at the same time as the substantive session of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSCO), which begins today with its “High-Level Policy Dialogue” on the International Financial and Trade Institutions on current developments in the world economy.  The ECOSOC will also consider the thematic discussion on “promoting an integrated approach to rural development in developing countries for poverty eradication and sustainable development, taking into account the current challenges.” 
Madam Chairperson

I would also like to recall that on 10 December 2007, the Secretary-General launched a year-long campaign to celebrate the sixtieth anniversary of the Anniversary Declaration of Human Rights which will be held on 10 December 2008. This campaign engages the whole UN system in promoting the Declaration’s ideals and principles of justice and equality for all thus, this anniversary year is an occasion to reinstate the political will, to which Governments committed themselves during the World Summit in 2005. Together with local partners, UN agencies are also advocating specific areas of human rights that are most pertinent to their work and to the needs of the communities in which they operate. The OHCHR web-site is providing updated information on cultural initiatives, public discussions and the many other unfolding activities that will mark the forthcoming anniversary. The OHCHR will lead these activities with the objective of increasing knowledge and raising awareness on human rights issues, in order to enable all rights holders to know their entitlements.  The Committee may wish to consider ways that it might contribute to this important anniversary during this session.
Madam Chairperson,
On 3 May of this year, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities entered into force, after Ecuador became the 20th State to ratify the Convention.  On 12 May, a special event was held here at UN Headquarters in New York to mark the entry into force of the Convention.  The Secretary-General will convene the first Conference of States parties, which will elect the first ten members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at the end of October this year.  I am certain that the new committee will be able to benefit greatly from your experience over the last quarter century, especially as the new Convention contains numerous references to the rights of women with disabilities, in particular in relation to violence. 
Another important development is the adoption by the Human Rights Council on 18 June of the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.  The Protocol, which is expected to be approved by the General Assembly in December this year invests the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights with competence to receive and consider petitions and conduct inquiries into alleged violations of the Convention’s terms.   
The creation of a new treaty body and the investing of an existing treaty body with new competence illustrate once more the need for continuing harmonization of the treaty body system.  In this context, the recently concluded Inter-Committee and Chairpersons Meetings highlighted areas requiring harmonization. I am certain that this Committee will actively follow up the conclusions of those meetings.  It is to be noted that your Committee is one of the first of the treaty bodies to adopt treaty-specific targeted reporting guidelines to complement the guidelines on a common core document.  
Madam Chairperson,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

The Human Rights Council held its seventh session from 3 to 28 March and its eighth session from 2 to 18 June 2008.  From 7 to 18 April, the Council’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR) Working Group met in its first session. The second session of the UPR Working Group  held between 5 and 16 May 2008. Over its first two sessions, the UPR Working Group reviewed the national reports of 32 countries. These reports were adopted during the eighth session of the Council during a process where the reviewed State made comments on the recommendations of the Working Group, as did other Member States and NGOs.  For each country, the HCHR prepared compilations of UN information and stakeholders’ summaries, which were widely appreciated by Member States, NGOs and other stakeholders.
The content of the compilation reports prepared by OHCHR is of particular relevance to the work of treaty bodies.  In addition to information included in special procedures reports and relevant information from United Nations agencies, the compilation reports are based on treaty body concluding observations and other treaty body outcomes of relevance to the State concerned.  During the reviews, it was encouraging to see many delegations referring to the compilation reports, making questions and making recommendations to the country they reviewed.
Two of the countries that have been considered by the UPR Working Group will be before the Committee this session – Finland and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.  In this regard, it will be useful for the Committee to reflect on the implications of the UPR for its work, as well as how it might best use the inputs into and outputs of this process. 
The most recent special session of the Council on the negative impact of the worsening of the world food crisis on the realization of the right to food for all held on 22 May will also be of interest to the Committee, as will its two panel discussions on the human rights of women focusing on violence against women and maternal mortality held on 5 June.  
Madam Chairperson,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

Let me turn to the work of the Committee during this session.  You will have before you eight States parties namely: Finland, Iceland, Lithuania, Nigeria, Slovakia, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania and Yemen who will present their periodic reports.  The Committee will continue its work under the Optional Protocol to the Convention.  You will also consider recommendations of the seventh Inter-committee meeting and the twentieth meeting of the Chairpersons of treaty bodies which took place from 23 to 27 June 2008 in Geneva. You will have an informal meeting with the States parties to the Convention. You will also have a general discussion with representatives of non-governmental organizations and the United Nations system on a general recommendation on article 2 of the Convention. As is its practice, the Committee will meet in an informal meeting with NGO’s to hear information concerning the States that are reporting at this session. You will meet now in a closed meeting with representatives of UN entities for the same purpose.

I would like to assure you that the OHCHR is committed to ensuring that the Convention and the Optional Protocol achieve universal ratification and make it widely known.  In closing, I welcome to New York all our colleagues from Geneva and I wish to assure the experts of the commitment by the High Commissioner in supporting this Committee.

May I take this opportunity to wish you every success in your deliberations and pledge the full support of the OHCHR here in New York, in facilitating your task in every way possible and I look forward to meeting with you all again, formally and informally.

***
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