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The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following recommendations for the Concluding Observations, with respect to women and girls with disabilities, based on references to women and girls with disabilities to be found in the State report submitted to the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and previous treaty body concluding observations (see Annex). 
TOGO

Togo ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on 1 March 2011.

Recommendations from IDA:

Articles 2, 3, 4, 5

· Collect adequate data on women and girls with disabilities and use disaggregated data and results of studies to develop policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for them in society. 
· Address the heightened risk for women and girls with disabilities of becoming victims of violence, abuse, exploitation and harmful practices in the home, community and institutions, and to adopt measures to ensure the accessibility of services and information to victims with disabilities, including training of police and other interlocutors.
Article 7
· Repeal provisions in the Constitution
 and Electoral law
 which exclude women with disabilities from the right to vote and to be elected on an equal basis with others, contrary to Articles 12 and 29 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). Article 29 comprises the latest international standards with respect to participation in political and public life.

Article 10

· Ensure that children with disabilities receive an inclusive and quality education. Ensure the availability of assistive devices and support in classrooms, educational materials and curricula, ensure the accessibility of physical school environments, encourage the teaching of sign language and disability culture, allocate budget for all of the above. Include inclusive education as an integral part of core teacher training curricula in universities to ensure that the values and principles of inclusive education are infused at the outset of teacher training and teaching careers.

Article 11
· Take steps to address the gender gap and unemployment rates of women with disabilities.
· Ensure the provision of reasonable accommodation in employment and vocational training for women with disabilities, including accommodations for different types of disabilities. 
Articles 12 & 16
· Adopt measures to ensure that all health care and services, provided to persons with disabilities, including all mental health care and services, is based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned, and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law in accordance with the latest international standards. 
· Adopt measures to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, both including physical treatment and psychological counselling, HIV and STIs, are made accessible women and girls with disabilities in age-appropriate formats. 
Articles 12 13 & 16

· Continue to reinforce efforts towards the closure of institutions of children and adults with disabilities. Take urgent steps to develop and deliver sustainable and well-resourced programmes of community based support services, including personal assistant services.
· Take steps to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation of children by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, and to parents with disabilities.  
Article 15

· Reform the law in accordance with Article 15, CEDAW and Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to guarantee the equal recognition before the law of women with disabilities, including the adoption of measures to ensure that having a disability does not directly or indirectly disqualify a person from exercising her legal capacity autonomously, and to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to support that they may need to exercise legal capacity on an equal basis with others, respecting the will and preferences of the person concerned.
· Ensure access to justice for persons with disabilities and guarantee a right to a defence, by ensuring that women with disabilities have the right to exercise their legal capacity by participating in legal proceedings on their own behalf, and have access to accommodations and support that they may need to enjoy this right on an equal basis with others. 
State report
Selected disability references in the state report:

97.
L’État a pris des mesures législatives qui sont les suivantes:

• La loi no 2004-005 du 23 avril 2004 relative à la protection sociale des personnes handicapées;

La section IV de cette loi est consacrée au cas spécifique des femmes handicapées. «L’État assure une protection spéciale à la femme handicapée en vue de préserver sa dignité.» (art. 39); «Le personnel des structures sanitaires accorde une attention toute particulière à la femme handicapée ou polyhandicapée pendant sa maternité.» (art. 40); «La femme handicapée bénéficie d’une assistance administrative, juridique et judiciaire dans le cadre du règlement de toute question d’ordre matrimonial.» (art. 41).

98.
Le Togo a également signé en 2004 la Convention relative aux droits des personnes handicapées. Cette convention est à l’étude à l’Assemblée nationale en vue de l’adoption de la loi de ratification.

99.
Sur le plan institutionnel, il existe une Direction des personnes handicapées au sein du Ministère de l’action sociale, de la promotion de la femme, de la protection de l’enfant et des personnes âgées. Cette Direction a pour mission de traduire dans les faits, la politique du Gouvernement en matière de protection des personnes handicapées.

100.
Aussi le DSRP-I a t-il pris en compte le cas des personnes handicapées dans le domaine de la santé, l’éducation et l’emploi.

101.
En pratique, il existe au Togo un projet piloté par Handicap International, il s’agit du projet Droits, égalité, citoyenneté, solidarité, inclusion des personnes handicapées (DECISIPH) qui couvre six pays (Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger, Sénégal, Sierra Leone, Togo) de la sous-région et qui est en cours d’exécution depuis 2006. Il a pour objectif de renforcer les capacités des personnes handicapées en leur donnant un regain de vie positive.
ANNEX - References to women and girls with disabilities in Togo by other treaty bodies:
Concluding Observations of the Human Rights Committee, CCPR/C/TGO/CO/4, 2011

B.
Positive aspects

4.
The Committee welcomes the State party’s accession, during the period under consideration, to international instruments relating to human rights guaranteed by the Covenant, in particular:

(b)
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, on 1 March 2011.

Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, Manfred Nowak. Mission to Togo, A/HRC/7/3/Add.5, 2008

A.  Conditions in places of detention

1.  Prisons

41.
In Kara prison, the Special Rapporteur discovered a cell holding three mentally ill prisoners and one cell with one mentally ill person. They all had to spend the whole day in their dark and dirty cells and did not receive any medical or psychiatric assistance.
B.  Recommendations

Conditions of detention

103.
The Government of Togo should continue efforts to improve detention conditions, in particular with a view to providing health care; treat rather than punish the mentally ill and provide suitable safeguards to protect them from torture and ill-treatment; improve the quantity and quality of food, also through the creation of prison farms, access to which however, needs to be non-discriminatory.

Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, 38th session, 2005, CRC/C/15/Add.255
25.
While noting the efforts made by the State party to address the issue, the Committee notes with concern that societal discrimination persists against vulnerable groups of children, in particular girls and children with disabilities. In particular, the Committee reiterates the concern of the Human Rights Committee (CCPR/CO/75/TGO of 28 November 2002) and of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (E/C.12/1/Add.61 of 21 May 2001) about “continuing discrimination against ... girls with respect to access to education, employment and inheritance”.

26.
With reference to the recommendations made in this regard by the Human Rights Committee and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Committee urges the State party to undertake an in-depth review of all its legislation, including the Individuals and Family Code and the Nationality Code of 1998, in order to fully guarantee the application of the principle of non-discrimination in domestic laws and compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and to adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy to eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups, especially girls and children with disabilities, and children living in remote areas.
30.
The Committee is deeply concerned about reports of killing, in certain areas, of children born with disabilities, malformations, skin discoloration, as well as of children born with teeth, or from mothers who died during delivery.

31.
While taking note of the discussions that took place with the authors of these killings, the Committee urges the State party urgently to take all necessary measures to prevent the occurrence of such killings, to prosecute those responsible for such crimes and to raise awareness among the population at large of the need to eradicate such practices.
Children with disabilities

48.
While noting the installation of access ramps in hospitals for disabled and the promulgation on 23 April 2004 of the Act 2004/005 on the social protection of persons with disabilities, the Committee is concerned that children do not have access to health-care services in the first place. In addition, the Committee is concerned that:

(a)
Only very few children with disabilities have access to education and employment services;

(b)
Education programmes do not prioritize services for disabled children;

(c)
There is no policy for the integration of children with disabilities. 

49.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Take all necessary measures, including appropriate allocation of human and financial resources, to ensure the thorough implementation of the Act 2004/005 on the protection of persons with disabilities;

(b)
Ensure the collection and use of adequately disaggregated and comprehensive data in the development of policies and programmes for children with disabilities;

(c)
Review the situation of these children in terms of their access to suitable health care, education services and employment opportunities;

(d)
Adopt an integration policy, allocate adequate resources to strengthen services for children with disabilities, support their families and train professionals in the field;

(e)
Take note of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96 of 20 December 1993, annex) and of the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/69, paras. 310-339);

(f)
Seek assistance in this regard from, among others, UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO).
� Constitution (1992) Article 62 states, “One cannot become a candidate for the office of President of the Republic if...He does not present a healthy physical and mental state confirmed by three doctors designated by the Constitutional Court.”


� Electoral Code (2000, last modified 2007) Article 161 states, "In order to declare candidacy, the following things must accompany the declaration: 7. A medical certificate attesting to physical and mental aptitude, conforming to the established criteria in Article 62 of the Constitution." Article 43 states, "The following should not be registered: 4.Major incompetents." Article 217 states, "All citizens of both sexes of twenty-five years of age, who enjoy their civil and political rights, who can read and write French and have resided at least six months in the area are eligible [as candidates for prefecture advisor]."


� This is confirmed in OHCHR thematic study on participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities which explicitly states that there is no reasonable restriction nor exclusion permitted regarding the right to political participation of persons with disabilities, A/HRC/19/36, 21 December 2011.
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