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Suggestions for disability-relevant recommendations 
to be included in the Concluding Observations 
CEDAW Committee 53rd session (1 - 19 October 2012)
The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following recommendations for the Concluding Observations, with respect to women and girls with disabilities, based on references to women and girls with disabilities to be found in the State report submitted to the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and previous treaty body concluding observations (see Annex). 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA

Equatorial Guinea has not signed or ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities nor its Optional Protocol.

Recommendations from IDA:

Articles 2, 3, 4, 5

· Ensure that women with disabilities and disabled peoples’ organisations are included in the implementation of The National Plan for Economic and Social Development (El Plan Nacional para el Desarrollo Económico y Social, "Guinea Ecuatorial Horizonte 2020").
· Collect adequate data on women and girls with disabilities and use disaggregated data and results of studies to develop policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for them in society. (see CRC Committee Concluding Observations, 2004, CRC/C/15/ADD.245, para 48, 49, in Annex below)

· Address the heightened risk for women and girls with disabilities of becoming victims of violence, abuse, exploitation and harmful practices in the home, community and institutions, and to adopt measures to ensure the accessibility of services and information to victims with disabilities, including training of police and other interlocutors
· Increase efforts to ensure the implementation of existing laws guaranteeing the principle of non discrimination, and adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy, including through awareness-raising, to change attitudes and values and eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against women and girls with disabilities. (see CRC Committee Concluding Observations, 2004, CRC/C/15/ADD.245, para 23, 24, 49(b) , in Annex below)

Article 7
· Repeal provisions in the Constitution
 and Electoral law
 which exclude women with disabilities from the right to vote and to be elected on an equal basis with others, contrary to Articles 12 and 29 of the CRPD which comprises the latest international standards with respect to participation in political and public life.

Article 10

· Ensure that children with disabilities receive an inclusive and quality education: . Ensure the availability of assistive devices and support in classrooms, educational materials and curricula, ensure the accessibility of physical school environments, encourage the teaching of sign language and disability culture, allocate budget for all of the above. Include inclusive education as an integral part of core teacher training curricula in universities to ensure that the values and principles of inclusive education are infused at the outset of teacher training and teaching careers. (see CRC Committee Concluding Observations, 2004, CRC/C/15/ADD.245, para 49(c) & (d), in Annex below)
Article 11
· Take steps to address the gender gap and unemployment rates of women with disabilities.
· Ensure the provision of reasonable accommodation in employment and vocational training for women with disabilities, including accommodations for different types of disabilities. 
Articles 12, 13 & 16
· Adopt measures to ensure that all health care and services, provided to persons with disabilities, including all mental health care and services, is based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned, and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law in accordance with the latest international standards. 
· Adopt measures to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, both including physical treatment and psychological counselling, HIV and STIs, are made accessible women and girls with disabilities in age-appropriate formats. 
· Take steps to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and build up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, and to parents with disabilities.  
Article 15

· Reform the law in accordance with Article 15, CEDAW and Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to guarantee the equal recognition before the law of women with disabilities, including the adoption of measures to ensure that having a disability does not directly or indirectly disqualify a person from exercising her legal capacity autonomously, and to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to support that they may need to exercise legal capacity on an equal basis with others, respecting the will and preferences of the person concerned.
· Ensure access to justice for persons with disabilities and guarantee a right to a defence, by ensuring that women with disabilities have the right to exercise their legal capacity by participating in legal proceedings on their own behalf, and have access to accommodations and support that they may need to enjoy this right on an equal basis with others. 
State Report 

References to Persons with Disabilities:

4. Contexto social y cultural

29. Aun cuando las leyes existentes contienen mandatos claros sobre la protección a

grupos clasificados "en situación de vulnerabilidad", tales como personas con

discapacidades, mujeres solas jefas de hogar o mujeres con VIH/SIDA, niñas y niños

víctimas de violencia intrafamiliar y jóvenes huérfanos sin empleo, tercera edad, entre

otros, la aplicación de las disposiciones legales es deficiente y los servicios sociales

públicos de atención son insuficientes.

Párrafo 188 de las observaciones finales

Promoción de la igualdad de género como componente explícito de los planes y políticas nacionales de desarrollo

43. El Gobierno no ha desarrollado una estrategia de transversalización del principio de igualdad de género en sus planes de desarrollo, que responda exactamente a todas las exigencias metodológicas y técnicas de la incorporación de la perspectiva de género, tal como fue definido originalmente por el Consejo Económico y Social en su informe correspondiente a 19978. Sin embargo, en los más recientes procesos de formulación de estrategias nacionales de desarrollo, en todas las políticas y planes nacionales, se incorporan criterios de igualdad, en las áreas donde se han diagnosticado brechas de género que representan discriminaciones contra las mujeres e impedimentos para su incorporación calificada a los esfuerzos de desarrollo y a la ampliación de la democracia. El Plan Nacional para el Desarrollo Económico y Social, "Guinea Ecuatorial Horizonte 2020", recoge en su Resolución N.º 19.2.4. Subsector Asuntos Sociales y Género, las siguientes estrategias:

f) Promover políticas de desarrollo para personas con discapacidades.

Párrafo 211 de las observaciones finales
73. Las organizaciones de mujeres son muy numerosas. Actualmente existen 345 asociaciones productivas de mujeres rurales; hay 24 cooperativas de producción en manos de mujeres y 1 cooperativa financiera; y se han desarrollado ONG y asociaciones registradas formalmente, dedicadas a diversos temas como: cuidado de ancianos y ancianas y personas con discapacidades, apoyos a las mujeres en materias de salud, educación, formación laboral, bienestar familiar, lucha contra el VIH/SIDA. Entre las destacadas, podemos citar: Asociación de Centros Católicos de Guinea Ecuatorial (ACCEGE): Asociación para el Bienestar Familiar de Guinea Ecuatorial (ABIFAGE); Comité de Apoyo al Niño Ecuatoguineano (CANIGE); Asociación de Mujeres en la Lucha contra el Sida (AMUSIDA); Asociación de Pequeñas Empresarias; Asociación de Apoyo a Mujeres Africanas; Asociación de Prensa de Guinea Ecuatorial; Asociación Wangari Muta para el Desarrollo de la Mujer; Asociación Guineoecuatoriana para el Cuidado y Defensa de la Edad Avanzada; Organización Nacional de Ciegos de Guinea Ecuatorial.

75. La relación de las ONG, asociaciones y cooperativas con las diferentes instituciones públicas se manifiestan en el ámbito de las competencias de cada una de estas instituciones, a saber:

b) MINASPROM apoya en la parte financiera, materiales, formación en técnicas de cultivo, gestión y microcréditos a las agrupaciones agrícolas de mujeres, en el marco del Proyecto de Autoempleo de la Mujer Rural (PRAMUR). De acuerdo a sus distintas fases del proyecto, se concluyó implementar acciones y actividades en materia de derechos humanos, violencia, justicia, desarrollo sostenible, educación y familia, salud y discapacidad a nivel nacional, con la financiación al 100% por el Estado de Guinea

Ecuatorial.
ANNEX- Disability references in treaty body Concluding Observations with respect to Equatorial Guinea
CRC Committee Concluding Observations, 2004, CRC/C/15/ADD.245
23.
The Committee is concerned that societal discrimination and cultural practices persist against vulnerable groups of children, in particular girls, children born out of wedlock, children with disabilities, children belonging to ethnic minorities and children from poor and rural families, and that the measures taken to prevent and combat this discrimination are insufficient.

24.
The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to ensure the implementation of existing laws guaranteeing the principle of non discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy, including through awareness-raising, to change attitudes and values and eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups, in particular girls and children from poor and rural families.

Children with disabilities

48.
The Committee is concerned at the absence of statistical data and a comprehensive policy for disabled children, who continue to face discrimination in particular with regard to their integration in society, access to education, health and participation in social and cultural life.  

49.
In light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96, annex) and of the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/69, paras. 310-339), the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Take effective measures to collect adequate and disaggregated data on children with disabilities and use such data to establish a comprehensive policy and appropriate programmes and ensure that children’s rights are adequately integrated into them;

(b)
Undertake all necessary measures to combat discriminatory attitudes towards children with disabilities, particularly amongst children and parents, and promote their participation in all aspects of social and cultural life;

(c)
Formulate a strategy that includes appropriate teacher training, to ensure that all children with disabilities have access to education and, wherever possible, that they are integrated into the mainstream education system;

(d)
Undertake awareness-raising campaigns to sensitize the public, and parents in particular, about the rights and special needs of children with disabilities;

(e)
Allocate further resources for special education, including vocational training, and for the support given to families of children with disabilities;

(f)
Seek technical cooperation for the training of professional staff working with and for children with disabilities from, inter alia, UNICEF and WHO.

� Constitution (1991, last amended 1995)  Article 43, section 1 states, “The president may end his functions in the event of...c. permanent physical or mental invalidity.”


� Electoral Law (1993, last amended 1995) Article 8 states, "Citizens who fall under following points cannot be registered in the Electoral Registry nor vote...(g) those who have been disqualified from voting by a court order; those who are mentally disabled and inmates of psychiatric wards."


� This is confirmed in OHCHR thematic study on participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities which explicitly states that there is no reasonable restriction nor exclusion permitted regarding the right to political participation of persons with disabilities, A/HRC/19/36, 21 December 2011.
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