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Suggestions for disability-relevant recommendations 
to be included in the Concluding Observations 
CEDAW Committee 53rd session (1 - 19 October 2012)
The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following recommendations for the Concluding Observations, with respect to women and girls with disabilities, based on references to women and girls with disabilities to be found in previous treaty body concluding observations (see Annex) in the absence of a State report.
COMOROS
Comoros has signed but not yet ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

Recommendations from IDA:

Articles 2, 3, 4, 5

· Collect adequate data on women and girls with disabilities and use disaggregated data and results of studies to develop policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for them in society. 
· Address the heightened risk for girls and women with disabilities of becoming victims of violence, abuse and exploitation in the home, institutions, and the community. Adopt urgent measures to ensure the prosecution of perpetrators, and the accessibility of services and information for victims with disabilities, including training of police and other interlocutors. 
· Take steps to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.
Article 7
· Repeal provisions in the Electoral law
 which exclude women with disabilities under judicial interdiction from the right to vote and to be elected on an equal basis with others, contrary to Articles 12 and 29 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). Article 29 comprises the latest international standards with respect to participation in political and public life.

Article 10

· Ensure that children with disabilities receive an inclusive and quality education. Ensure the availability of assistive devices and support in classrooms, educational materials and curricula, ensure the accessibility of physical school environments, encourage the teaching of sign language and disability culture, allocate budget for all of the above. Include inclusive education as an integral part of core teacher training curricula in universities to ensure that the values and principles of inclusive education are infused at the outset of teacher training and teaching careers.

Article 11
· Take steps to address the gender gap and unemployment rates of women with disabilities.
· Ensure the provision of reasonable accommodation in employment and vocational training for women with disabilities, including accommodations for different types of disabilities.  
Articles 12 & 16
· Adopt measures to ensure that all health care and services, provided to persons with disabilities, including all mental health care and services, is based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned, and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law in accordance with the latest international standards. 
· Adopt measures to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, both including physical treatment and psychological counselling, HIV and STIs, are made accessible women and girls with disabilities in age-appropriate formats. 
Articles 12 13 & 16

· Take steps to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to build up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, and to parents with disabilities.  
Article 15

· Reform the law in accordance with Article 15, CEDAW and Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to guarantee the equal recognition before the law of women with disabilities, including the adoption of measures to ensure that having a disability does not directly or indirectly disqualify a person from exercising her legal capacity autonomously, and to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to support that they may need to exercise legal capacity on an equal basis with others, respecting the will and preferences of the person concerned.
List of Issues
Selected references to persons with disabilities in the List of Issues:

28. Fournir des renseignements et des données statistiques sur l’état de santé des femmes, y compris la santé génésique et mentale, ainsi que sur le handicap. Quelles sont les principales causes de mortalité et de morbidité chez les femmes aux Comores ?

33. Donner des informations sur le cadre de sécurité sociale dans le pays ainsi que sur les prestations spécifiques offertes aux femmes, en particulier aux groupes vulnérables, notamment les veuves et les femmes handicapées.

Replies 

There are no references to women or girls with disabilities in the State’s replies to the List of Issues.

ANNEX - References to women and girls with disabilities in Comoros by other treaty bodies:
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/ADD.141, 2000
Non-discrimination

23.
With regard to article 2 of the Convention, the Committee expresses its concern at patterns of discrimination on grounds of gender, religion, ethnic origin, disability and birth or other status (e.g., children born out of wedlock).   
24.
The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to ensure implementation of the principle of non-discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention and address those cases which continue to occur affecting all vulnerable groups, and particularly girls,  children with disabilities and children born out of wedlock.  The Committee also urges the State party to give particular attention to addressing discrimination against both girls and women, inter alia, by reviewing domestic legislation so as to ensure that discriminatory provisions, including those affecting inheritance rights, are removed and that adequate protection from discrimination is provided.
Children with disabilities (art. 23)

37.
Concern is expressed at the situation of children with disabilities who are marginalized and discriminated against.  The Committee expresses its concern regarding the lack of legal protection, programmes, facilities and services for children with disabilities, aimed at facilitating their development and full integration in society.
38.
In the light of article 23 of the Convention, of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96, annex) and of the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its Day of General Discussion on “The rights of children with disabilities” (CRC/C/69, para. 338), the Committee recommends that the State party establish special education programmes for children with disabilities and actively seek their inclusion in society.  The Committee further recommends that the State party conduct an assessment of the number of children with disabilities, the type of disabilities and the needs of children with disabilities with regard to rehabilitative and other forms of care.  The Committee encourages the State party to seek technical assistance, including for the training of professional staff working with and for children with disabilities, from, inter alia, UNICEF and WHO.
� Electoral Code for the Constitutional Referendum of 2001 Article 9 states, “Should not be registered to any voter list...those condemned for a crime or who are in a state of custom, the non-rehabilitated, and those who are severely incapacitated.”


� This is confirmed in OHCHR thematic study on participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities which explicitly states that there is no reasonable restriction nor exclusion permitted regarding the right to political participation of persons with disabilities, A/HRC/19/36, 21 December 2011.
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