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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions 
to be included in the List of Issues of the CEDAW Committee 54th session 
(February 2013) on the implementation of the CEDAW in Greece
The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following recommendations, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State report submitted to the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, and Treaty Body Concluding Observations (see Annex below).
GREECE
Greece ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) on 31 May 2012.
IDA suggestions for list of issues:
Article 2, 3, 4, 5 

· What steps are being taken to implement an effective data collection system which is disaggregated by sex, age, disability and region, which can inform the development of policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for women and girls with disabilities in society? (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/GRC/CO/2-3, 2012, paras 19 & 20, in Annex below)
· Please provide more information on the Law 3500/2006 (in State report para 39). How many actions of domestic violence against women with disabilities were prosecuted 2010–2011 and what were their consequences? What other steps are being taken to aaddress the heightened risk for women with disabilities of becoming victims of violence and abuse, and to adopt measures to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women with disabilities living in institutions and the community? (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/GRC/CO/2-3,  2012, paras 46-48, in Annex below)
· What steps are being taken to ensure that children with disabilities, in particular those children living in institutions, are protected from all forms of neglect, abuse or inhuman or degrading treatments? (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/GRC/CO/2-3, 2012, paras 49, 50, in Annex below)
Article 7

· What steps are being taken to repeal provisions in the Constitution (1975, last amended 2008) which restrict or exclude women with disabilities from the right to vote on an equal basis with others
 in accordance with Article 29 of the CRPD, which comprises the latest international standards with respect to participation in political and public life of persons with disabilities including women with disabilities?
  
Article 10

· What measures are being taken to guarantee the implementation of inclusive education in the law and practice?  Please provide statistics of the number of children with disabilities attending the following mainstream schools: primary school, middle school, high school and the rate of success and completion of schooling. What steps are being taken to incorporate inclusive education (as set out in Article 24 of the CRPD) into all core teacher training curricula and in service training to infuse the values and principles of inclusive education at the start of a teacher’s careers and continuously, in order to create a culture of inclusive learning at school?  (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/GRC/CO/2-3, 2012, paras 49, 50, in Annex below)
Article 11

· What programmes are in place to ensure that women and girls with disabilities are able to choose for themselves their vocation and to receive the necessary educational support and training to that end?  
· The Law 3304/2005 on implementation of the equal treatment principle forbids discrimination based on physical disability (in State report para 219). What measures are being taken to prevent discrimination against women with other forms of disabilities?     
· Please provide more information on projects “Holistic interventions for women” (in State report paragraph 63 & 196), “Improvement of Conditions of Access to the Labour Market for Vulnerable Groups” (in State report paragraph 207), “CRESCENT” and “Development of entrepreneurship activity by vulnerable social groups, using Olympic and sports facilities” (in State report paragraph 218) and “KRIKOS” (in State report paragraph 284). How many women with disabilities gained employment after these projects?
Articles 12, 13 & 16

· What steps are being taken to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that children with disabilities can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation of children by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, and to parents with disabilities? (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/GRC/CO/2-3, 2012, paras 49, 50, in Annex below)
· What steps are being taken to adopt measures to ensure that the mental health policy requires all health care and services to be based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law?
Article 15
· Reform the law in accordance with Article 15, CEDAW and Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to guarantee the equal recognition before the law of women with disabilities, including the adoption of measures to ensure that having a disability does not directly or indirectly disqualify a women from exercising her legal capacity autonomously, and to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to support that they may need to exercise legal capacity on an equal basis with others, respecting the will and preferences of the person concerned.  
State report
Select references to women with disabilities:

39. The Law 3500/2006 defines six additional behaviours in the domestic sphere as penal, which had not been regarded to date as culpable offences. In particular: 
(c) actions of domestic violence against a family member who cannot defend himself/herself (elderly, handicapped people, patients, etc) shall be also severely punished;
Women facing multiple discrimination

63. The GSGE designed the Project: “Holistic interventions for women” within the framework of the OP “Employment and Vocational Training 2000–2006”. The C’ CSF supported unemployed women to find a job, thus facilitated the reconciliation of vocational and family life. Within the framework of this programme, several women benefited, including women of Muslim religion, with cultural “particularities”, heads of single-parent families, and disabled women.

Public administration actions

196. Within the framework of the Project “Funding for the Provision of Holistic Interventions for Women” by the OP “Employment and Vocational Training”, designed by the GSGE, 8,773 unemployed women benefited. Priority was given to women who belong to vulnerable social groups, such as refugees, immigrants, domestic violence or trafficking victims and heads of single-parent families. The Program had been implemented in all Administrative Regions of the country 13 by seventeen 17 Action Plans coordinated by the GSGE (in the form of corporate partnerships with approximately 240 agencies). More specifically, the following participated: (a) women Muslims within the framework of the Action Plan in the region of Eastern Macedonia-Thrace; (b) women refugees, immigrants and Roma within the framework of two Action Plans in the region of Attica. More specifically, the following vulnerable groups of people benefited: (a) 116 immigrants; (b) 113 refugees; (c) 56 violence victims; (d) 1 trafficking victim; (e) 98 Muslims women/women with “cultural particularities”; (f) 684 single heads of family; and (g) 49 disabled women. The MEO also participated in the Program by supporting more than 5,000 women to gain employment. The Project was selected and presented as a good practice example in the European Conference and the Unofficial Meeting of Ministers on Gender Equality in Lisbon on 04/10/2007. Positive reference was made to the regional dimension of the Project, which was carried out by agencies of the local societies active in counselling and employment issues, the ERC, the MEO, other local government agencies, as well as NGOs.

207. From January 2007 to September 2008, the RSGE designed the SSS Provision Action Plans “Improvement of Conditions of Access to the Labour Market for Vulnerable Groups”. The Program aimed at the empowerment of women, their preparation for the labour market, their support in taking business initiatives and their promotion in employment posts. The services provided by the RSGE included: (a) employment counselling; (b) learning of techniques for finding a job; (c) specialized professional orientation; (d) entrepreneurship support; (e) information; (f) psychosocial support; (g) approach, information, awareness and activation of interested parties for their participation in programmes for pre-training, training and promotion to the labour market; (h) information on employment, institutional and legal issues; and (i) promotion, information and networking actions. The actions were designed in eight Regions of Greece (Attica, Central Macedonia, Thessaly, Epirus, Central Greece, Eastern Macedonia-Thrace, Peloponnesus and Crete). In total, 2,820 women benefited, coming from the following vulnerable population groups: handicapped persons, immigrants, special cultural groups, repatriates, special groups threatened by social exclusion, long-term unemployed women above 45 years of age, other groups of persons threatened by exclusion from the labour market, other categories of unemployed women in areas or sectors of high unemployment rates.

218. Within the framework of the CI EQUAL (B’ Circle), the following Projects were designed to promote gender equality in the field of employment, entrepreneurship and adaptability: 
- Project “Development of entrepreneurship activity by vulnerable social groups, using Olympic and sports facilities”, by DP “Post-Olympic Business Partnership”. Target-group: unemployed young men and women and disabled persons. Its primary goal was the promotion of target-groups’ business activity via use of sports and Olympic facilities.  

- Project “CRESCENT” by DP “Kaleidoscope”. Target-group: unemployed men and women, young people, women, disabled people. With reference to tourism in the Peloponnese, it was noted that, mostly during the last decade, tourism has reached “massive dimensions”. However, it has decreased, with negative consequences for the economic growth and employment in the Region. The basic goal was to reverse this trend, trying to deal with employment especially for target groups and the local social and economic development in general, with proper configuration, organization, management and promotion of the cultural/environmental richness of the Region.
219. As far as awareness and information on combating discrimination is concerned, the Hellenic Ministry of Employment and Social Protection carried out a series of gender mainstreamed actions. More specifically, within the framework of the Combating Discrimination Community Action Program, in 2007 an information event took place for Social Labour Inspectors in Thessalonica in relation to the new legislative implementation framework for the principle of equal treatment. More specifically, the seminar was related to the implementation of Law 3304/2005 on “Implementation of the equal treatment principle regardless racial or national origin, religion or other beliefs, physical disability, age or sexual orientation” and Law 3488/2006 on “Implementation of the principle of equal treatment between men and women in relation to access in employment, professional education and development, working terms and conditions and other relative provisions”. –

260. As far as support and assistance to attendants of mentally ill persons are concerned, 48 Day Centres have been established in 18 prefectures of the country, as the vast majority of mentally ill persons are mothers. Patients’ attendants — almost exclusively women — have to spend a great deal of time assisting ill members of the family, which prohibits them from searching for a job or any kind of employment. The Day Centres are units that cater to persons in need to participate in special programmes in order to improve their daily living and sociality skills, so as to socially integrate. Such structures, which provide psycho-social support to mentally ill persons on daily basis, provide their attendants the option to develop their vocational status. The majority of Day Centres cater to persons that face serious mental disorders, but also to persons that suffer from autism, Alzheimer’s. They cater also to persons that belong to several “marginal” population subgroups (immigrants, refugees, Roma, etc). In addition, the 12 Social Cooperatives of Limited Liability offer the same services, by employing 220 persons with mental disorders.

Ministry of Employment

284. Within the framework of CI EQUAL the following Projects were implemented: 

- Incubator for the development of social economy” carried out by DP “Cretan Social and Economic Partnership – KRIKOS”. The target group was: (a) existing social businesses (mainly women’s cooperatives); and (b) unemployed women, unemployed men over 45, persons with disabilities. The main objectives were: (a) the engagement of all local forces with the aim of supporting Social Economy; (b) the establishment of and support to new social businesses with innovative business activities done by the target group; (c) the strengthening and further development of existing and new social businesses through their networking and the formation of clusters; and (d) continuous follow-up and support given to the sector of social economy on the island of Crete through the operation of a “Centre for the Support of Social Economy in Crete”.
ANNEX- Disability references in Treaty body Concluding Observations with respect to Greece

Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/GRC/CO/2-3, 2012
II. Follow-up measures undertaken and progress achieved by the State party 

3. The Committee notes with appreciation the adoption of the following legislative measures: 

 (c) Law 3699/2008 on special education of persons with disabilities or special educational needs;

4. The Committee also notes with appreciation the ratification or accession to:

 (c) The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol (in 2012);

IV. Main areas of concern and recommendations 

A. General measures of implementation (arts. 4, 42 and 44, para. 6 of the Convention)

Allocation of resources

17. While noting the serious financial and economic crisis currently being faced by the State party, the Committee expresses its deep concern at the negative effects that it is having on public spending affecting services provided to children and on subsistence costs incurred by families on basic needs such as food, fuel and housing, including increasing demands on payments for public services such as health. In addition, the Committee reiterates its concern that the national budget and the budget process do not allow for a clear understanding and identification of financial resources allocated for the implementation of the rights of children at national and local levels due, among others, to limitations of clear objectives, targets and data, that would allow for adequate monitoring of spending and evaluation of results. The Committee is also concerned at the persistence of corruption in public institutions, the judiciary and other sectors.

18. The Committee urges the State party to:

(a) Increase and prioritize budgetary allocations to ensure the implementation of the rights of the child at all levels, especially aiming at protecting the services provided for children from cuts in the current financial situation and ensuring that they are further sustained and developed bearing in mind the need for services to be equitable and of quality;

(b) Pay particular attention to investments on the protection of the rights of children in situations of vulnerability including children with disabilities, Roma children, children belonging to the Muslim community, unaccompanied, migrant and asylum-seeking children by, inter alia, defining strategic budgetary lines that are protected even in situations of economic crisis, natural disasters and emergencies;

(c) Establish a budget process with clear allocations to children in the relevant sectors and agencies, as well as specific indicators and a tracking system;

(d) Establish mechanisms to monitor and evaluate the efficacy, adequacy and equitability of the distribution of resources allocated to the implementation of the Convention;

(e) Do the above in light of the Committee’s recommendations during its Day of General Discussion in 2007 on “Resources for the Rights of the Child – Responsibility of States” and with emphasis on articles 2, 3, 4 and 6 of the Convention; and

(f) Increase anti-corruption efforts to ensure transparent fiscal management.

Data collection

19. The Committee is concerned at the lack of a national database with comprehensive and disaggregated data on children. In particular, the Committee is concerned at the lack of statistics on children at risk of domestic violence and/or other forms of abuse and ill-treatment, children victims of sexual exploitation and abuse, and other children in need of special protection including children with disabilities, unaccompanied children, and refugee and asylum-seeking children.

20. Recalling its general comment No. 5 (2003) on the general measures of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and reiterating its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.170, 2002, para. 24), the Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its mechanisms for data collection by establishing a national central database on children, and developing indicators consistent with the Convention, in order to ensure that data is collected on all areas covered by the Convention, particularly on violence, trafficking, and sexual exploitation of children, disaggregated, inter alia, by age, sex, ethnic and socioeconomic background, and by groups of children in need of special protection.

B. General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12 of the Convention)

Non-discrimination

26. While noting some measures taken to address the discrimination against Roma children, such as the adoption of the New National Roma Integration Strategy in 2010 which focuses on education, health, employment and housing, the Committee expresses concern at the persistent discrimination against Roma children, children of Turkish origin, children belonging to the Muslim community of Thrace, and children from groups identifying themselves as belonging to the Macedonian minority, particularly in their access to education and essential services. It is also concerned at the existence of discrimination towards children with disabilities, children in street situations and children of undocumented migrant parents. The Committee is further concerned at the local disparities in different regions of the State party.

27. In light of article 2 of the Convention, the Committee urges the State party to ensure that all children in the State party enjoy equal rights without discrimination on any ground, and to this end:

(a) Review domestic laws and expeditiously take all measures necessary to ensure that all children in the State party’s territory be treated equally and as individuals;

(b) Ensure that children of Roma origin, children belonging to the Muslim community of Thrace, children of Turkish origin, children from groups identifying themselves as belonging to Macedonian minority, as well as children with disabilities, children with disabilities and children of undocumented migrant parents, have equal access to health and social services and to quality education and that relevant services used by these children are allocated sufficient financial and human resources; and

(c) Enhance monitoring of programmes and services implemented by local authorities with a view to identifying and eliminating disparities.

Respect of the views of the child

30. While noting the establishment of the Youth Parliament by the State party’s Parliament and the Ministry of Education, in cooperation with the Ministry of Education of Cyprus, the Committee is concerned at the lack of information with regards to the representation of children from ethnic, religious, linguistic or cultural groups in the Youth Parliament. The Committee is further concerned that in spite of existing provisions of the State party’s legislation on the respect of the views of the child (article 1511 of the Civil Code and article 681 C, paragraph 2 of the Code of Civil Procedure), these provisions are rarely used by the courts, mainly because of lack of awareness, which means that children’s views are not taken into account. The Committee is also concerned at the lack of information on the measures taken to ensure the right to be heard of Roma children and children of Turkish origin, and of children with disabilities.

31. The Committee reiterates its previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/Add.170, paragraph 39), and recommends that the State party:

(a) Ensure that the Youth Parliament is representative of all sectors of the State party’s child population, and that the right to be heard is guaranteed for all children, including children from distinct ethnic, religious, linguistic or cultural groups;

(b) Strengthen its efforts, including in respect of legislation, to ensure that children’s views are heard and taken into consideration in all judicial, administrative and other decisions affecting them and in accordance with the child’s age and maturity; and

(c) Ensure that professionals in the juridical, welfare and other sectors dealing with children systematically receive appropriate training on hearing and taking into account children views in all decisions affecting them and in accordance with the child’s age and maturity.

Violence against children including abuse and neglect

46. The Committee welcomes the first National Strategic Plan for Children and Adolescents 2006-2009, which refers to objectives and measures to fight violence against children and the establishment in 2011 of a network against violence in schools, to which the Ministry of Education is a founding member, for the prevention and treatment of violence and bullying in schools. While noting the adoption of Law 3500/2006 “regarding domestic violence and other provisions” which protects women, children, elderly persons, persons with disabilities as well as of several legislative measures to protect children against abuse and neglect, the Committee is concerned at the general lack of information on all these phenomena, reliable statistical data collected by the State party to evaluate and monitor the implementation of the legislation, information on sanctions imposed on the perpetrators, as well as at the lack of information with regards to the complaint mechanism for child victims. It is also concerned at the inadequacy of the staff and services dealing with child victims of abuse and neglect.
47. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Strengthen mechanisms for monitoring the number of cases and the extent of violence, sexual abuse, neglect, maltreatment or exploitation, including within the family, in schools and in institutional and other care;

(b) Ensure that professionals working with and for children (including teachers, social workers, medical professionals, members of the police and the judiciary) receive training on their obligation to report and take appropriate action in suspected cases of abuse, domestic violence and neglect affecting children;

(c) Strengthen support for victims of violence, abuse, neglect and maltreatment in order to ensure that they are not victimized once again during legal proceedings; and

(d) Provide access to adequate services for recovery, counselling and other forms of integration in all parts of the country.

48. The Committee draws the State party’s attention to general comment No. 13 and recommends that the State party:

(a) Prioritize the elimination of all forms of violence against children, including by ensuring the implementation of the recommendations of the United Nations study on violence against children (A/61/299), taking into account the outcome and recommendations of the Regional Consultations for Europe and Central Asia (held in Ljubljana, Slovenia, 5-7 July 2005), and paying particular attention to gender;

(b) Provide information concerning the implementation by the State party of the recommendations of the above-mentioned study in its next periodic report, particularly those highlighted by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on violence against children, in particular:

(i) The development of a national comprehensive strategy to prevent and address all forms of violence and ill-treatment against children;

(ii) The introduction of an explicit national legal ban on all forms of violence against children in all settings;

(iii) The consolidation of a national system of data collection, analysis and dissemination, and a research agenda on violence and ill-treatment against children.

E. Disability, basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 (para. 3), 23, 24, 26, 27 (paras. 1-3) of the Convention)

Children with disabilities

49. The Committee notes that the State party has adopted laws and established services and institutions with the aim of supporting children with disabilities, promoting their social participation, including joint learning in schools, and developing their independence. However, the Committee remains concerned that deep-rooted discrimination still exists and that measures for children with disabilities are not carefully monitored, as well as the unavailability of the statistical data on children with disabilities in the State party. It is deeply concerned at the widespread use of institutionalization, mainly because of lack of day care and community services for children with the most serious forms of disabilities. The Committee is further deeply concerned about the recently reported case of Children’s Care Centre in Lechaina of children with disabilities living under inhumane and unacceptable conditions including being systematically sedated and subject to practices such as being tied to their beds, and the use of cage beds due to shortage of staff.

50. The Committee recommends that the State party, in accordance with its General comment No.9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities:

(a) Revise and adopt specific legislation in order to fully protect all children with disabilities, and establish a monitoring system, which carefully records progress made and identifies shortcomings in implementation;

(b) Provide community-based services that focus on enhancing the quality of life of children with disabilities, meeting their basic needs and ensuring their inclusion and participation;

(c) Make every effort to provide programmes and services for children with disabilities with adequate human and financial resources and periodic monitoring of placement of children with disabilities and to adopt, as a matter of priority, measures to ensure that no children with disabilities are placed under such inhumane conditions. Furthermore, placement in residential institutions should be the last resort, depending on the needs of the child;

(d) Equip schools with the necessary facilities for the inclusive education of children with disabilities and ensure that they can choose their preferred school or move between regular schools and special needs schools according to their best interests;

(e) Provide assistance to non-governmental organizations (NGOs) working for and with children with disabilities; and

(f) Ensure that residential centres for children and persons with disabilities are adequately staffed and that training is provided for professional staff working with children with disabilities, such as teachers, social workers, health, medical, therapeutic and care personnel.
� In the Constitution Article 51, section (3) states, “The Members of Parliament shall be elected through direct, universal and secret ballot by the citizens who have the right to vote, as specified by law. The law cannot abridge the right to vote except in cases where a minimum age has not been attained or in cases of legal incapacity or as a result of irrevocable criminal conviction for certain felonies.”


� This is confirmed in OHCHR thematic study on participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities which explicitly states that there is no reasonable restriction nor exclusion permitted regarding the right to political participation of persons with disabilities, A/HRC/19/36, 21 December 2011 para 45.
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