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1. The Committee considered the sixth periodic repoof Italy

(CEDAWY/C/ITA/ICO/6) at its forty-ninth session, on41July 2011 (CEDAW/
C/SR.982 and 983). The Committee’s list of issuad guestions is contained in
CEDAWI/C/ITA/Q/6/Add.1, and the responses of Italyrea contained in
CEDAWI/C/ITA/Q/6.

A. Introduction

2. The Committee expresses appreciation to theeStatty for its sixth periodic
report, which in general, followed the Committegisidelines for the preparation of
reports although it was overdue and exceeded the Vinmit. The Committee regrets
the descriptive nature of the information providéte patchy information given on
the situation of women and girls throughout theritery of Italy and the sporadic
reference to the concluding observations adopted thg Committee upon
consideration of the State party’s previous report.

3. The Committee expresses its appreciation to stete party for its oral
presentation, the written replies to the list ofuss and questions raised by the
Committee’s pre-session working group and for thal presentation and the further
clarification to the questions posed orally by tBemmittee. It also expresses
appreciation for the supplementary written inforrnatprovided to the Committee
after the meetings at which the sixth periodic mpoas considered, but notes that
some questions raised by the Committee were noaydwanswered in a clear and
precise manner.

4. The Committee commends the State party foréieghtion, which was headed
by the President of the Inter-Ministerial Committee Human Rights, and included
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representatives of various Government ministried aational institutions, some of
whom participated in the constructive dialogue waleo-teleconference. The
Committee appreciates the constructive dialoguet ttwmk place between the
delegation and the members of the Committee.

B. Positive Aspects

5.  The Committee welcomes the adoption, since tbesideration of the last
report, of several new laws and amendments aimedliatinating discrimination
and violence against women, including: the Act N6&/2006 on provisions
concerning the prevention and prohibition of theagiice of female genital
mutilation;

(a) the Act No. 11/2009 which introduced a crinfestalking and mandatory
detention of perpetrator of acts of sexual violence

(b) the Legislative Decree No. 198/2006 by whidhe tCode of equal
opportunities between women and men was adoptedtheadLegislative Decree
No. 5/2010 by which the Code has been further sapphted and amended,;

(c) the Unified Text incorporating Chamber Act ®42and Chamber
Act 2956 B of 28 June 2011 aimed at increasing ipigdtion of women in the
boards of publicly traded companies or those wighullic participation;

6. The Committee notes with appreciation the Statety’s adoption of the
various plan of actions and programmes with the afmaccelerating elimination of
discrimination against women and promoting gendpradity, including;

(a) the Plan of Action on Women, Peace and Secwaitopted in December
2010;

(b) the Plan of Action on Violence against Womeioated in October 2010.

7. The Committee commends the initiatives and cotmant of the State party to
progress towards the empowerment of women and geeglelity within the United
Nations and other international organizations, #jpeadly noting initiatives to work
towards a global ban of female genital mutilatiordaacknowledges the leadership
that the Ministry of Equal Opportunities has takglobally on ending violence
against women.

8. The Committee also commends the State Partyirfitegrating a gender
dimension into its development cooperation progr&emand undertaking
empowerment of women and gender equality activitiesluding in fragile state
and in conflict situations.

9. The Committee notes with satisfaction the raéifion by the State party of:

(a) the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punigifigking in Persons,
Especially Women and Children, supplementing theité¢éh Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime in 2006;

(b) the Convention on the Rights of Persons withabilities in 2009;

(c) the Council of Europe Convention on Action aga Trafficking in
human beings in 2010.
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C. Principal areas of concern and recommendations

10. The Committee recalls the obligation of the State grty to systematically
and continuously implement all the provisions of tlk Convention and views the
concerns and recommendations identified in the prent concluding
observations as requiring the priority attention of the State party between now
and the submission of the next periodic report. Cosequently, the Committee
urges the State party to focus on those areas irsiimplementation activities and
to report on actions taken and results achieved iits next periodic report. The
Committee calls upon the State party to submit thepresent concluding
observations to the relevant government offices, tthe Parliament and to the
judiciary, so as to ensure their full implementatia.

Parliament

11. While reaffirming that the Government has the primary responsibility

and is particularly accountable for the full implementation of the obligations of
the State party under the Convention, the Committeestresses that the
Convention is binding on all branches of governmentand it invites the State
party to encourage its Parliament, in line with its procedures, where
appropriate, to take the necessary steps with regdrto the implementation of
the present concluding observations and the Stateapty’s next reporting

process under the Convention.

Previous concluding observations

12. The Committee regrets that many of the concdtngxpressed and the
recommendations it made after its consideratiothefState party’s fourth and fifth
periodic report (CEDAW/C/ITA/4-5) have been inseféntly addressed, for
instance those regarding the situation of womethalabour market and the wage
discrimination women face and the lack of a cleaderstanding of “temporary
special measures”, as well as the wide disseminaifahe concluding observations.

13. The Committee urges the State party to make everyffort to address the
previous recommendations that have not yet been in@mented, as well as the
concerns contained in the present concluding obseations.

Visibility of the Convention and Optional Protocd

14. While noting that the State party made the @mnwn, its Optional Protocol
and the previous Concluding observations availabke the website of the
Department of Equal Opportunities, the Committeeaacerned that the provisions
in these two instruments, as well as the gener@memendations of the Committee
are not translated into Italian and not sufficignknown across all branches of
Government, in society at large and among womem#edves. The Committee is
further concerned that the Convention has not kexkihe same degree of visibility
and importance as regional legal instruments, paldrly European Union
directives, and is therefore not regularly usedtlas legal basis for measures,
including legislation, aimed at the elimination diEcrimination against women and
the promotion of gender equality in the State party

15. The Committee urges the State party to:
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(a) place greater emphasis, in its efforts to eliminatediscrimination
against women, on the Convention as a legally bingg and directly applicable
human rights instrument;

(b) intensify its efforts to raise awareness among womeof their rights
under the Convention and the communication and ingiry procedures provided
by its Optional Protocol;

(c) take proactive measures to enhance awareness of tBenvention and
its Optional Protocol at all levels, national, regbnal, provincial and municipal
and in particular among the judiciary and the legalprofession, political parties,
Parliament and Government officials as well as th@eneral public, in order to
strengthen the use of the Convention in the develapent and implementation of
all legislation, policies and programmes aimed athte practical realization of the
principle of equality between women and men,;

(d) ensure that the Convention and its Optional Protoclp as well as the
Committee’s general recommendations and the viewsdapted on individual
communications and enquiries, are made an integrapart of the educational
curricula, including legal education and training o the judiciary, so as to
establish firmly a legal culture of non-discriminaion of women and gender
equality.

Responsibility and accountability of the nationalGovernment

16. The Committee reiterates its concern expressethe previous Concluding
observations that the devolution and delegatiog@fernment powers to regional
and local governments may create difficulties ispect of the implementation of
the Convention throughout the country.

17. The Committee reiterates its recommendation that th State party ensure,
through the effective coordination and monitoring $ructures and mechanisms,
effective and consistent application of the Converdn by all regional and local
authorities so that uniformity of results in the implementation of the
Convention is achieved throughout the State party’serritory.

National machinery

18. The Committee has noted the expansion of thedat@ and functions by the
State party of the Department for Equal Opportesitithe information on funds
allocated to the Department of Equal Opportuniaesl the many mechanisms and
networks within the Presidency and the Council ofnidgtries and the various

Government Departments established during the tappmperiod, vested with the

task to eliminate discrimination against women. T@emmittee reiterates the
important role of NGOs in the achievement of geneéquality, which must be

valued and encouraged by the State party.
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19. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) ensure that gender mainstreaming is consistently gglied with in
formulation and implementation of all laws, regulaions and programmes in all
ministries and decentralized government structures;

(b) ensure sufficient and sustainable resources from ehState budget for
the work of the Ministry for Equal Opportunities and the Department for
Equal Opportunities specifically aimed towards achéving gender equality;

(c) establish transparent and regular consultations, bl through formal
and informal links with NGOs, in particular women’s associations and women’s
human rights defenders, in order to promote a parttipatory and constructive
dialogue with them in the pursuit of gender equaliy.

Temporary special measures

20. The Committee is concerned that the State ganmderstanding of the
concept of temporary special measures expresséis imeport is not in accordance
with the Committee’s interpretation of these measums set out in its general
recommendation 25, and that such measures are ystérsatically applied as a
necessary strategy to accelerate the achievemedé ddcto or substantive equality
between women and men in all areas of the Conventio

21. The Committee calls upon the State party to:

(a) Familiarize all relevant officials with the concept of temporary
special measures according to article 4, paragraph, of the Convention and as
interpreted in the Committee’s general recommendatin 25;

(b) take into account the fact that only long-term and definitive
measures could be insufficient to comply with the t&te party’s general
obligation to fulfil women’s rights to non-discrimination and to the enjoyment
of equality with men but that temporary special meaures are “appropriate
means” for achievement of gender equality in partialar in employment;

(c) apply temporary special measures in various formsni areas where
women are underrepresented, such as legislative, ecutive, administrative and
political bodies, or disadvantaged, in particular wth the aim to further
improve the situation of rural, migrant, older, Roma and Sinti women, and
women with disabilities, and allocate additional reources where needed to
accelerate their advancement.

Stereotypes and harmful practices

22. While welcoming the efforts undertaken withiretschool system, such as the
yearly week against violence, organized in schoalsoss the country, the
Committee regrets that the State party has not ldped a comprehensive and
coordinated programme to combat the widespreadpdaanee of stereotypical roles
of men and women, as recommended in the previoumnlittee’s concluding
observations. The Committee remains deeply conckraleout the portrayal of
women as sex objects and the stereotyped rolegespmbnsibilities of women and
men in the family and in society. Such stereotypimgluding in public statements
made by politicians undermine women’s social statas reflected in women’s
disadvantaged position in a number of areas, irinlwdn the labour market and in
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access to political life and decision-making pasis, and affect women’s choices in
their studies and professions and generates unegsalt and impact of policies and
strategies on women and men.

23. The Committee calls upon the State party to:

(a) put in place a comprehensive, sustained and coordited policy,
targeted at men and women, and boys and girls, tovercome the portrayal of
women as sexual objects and stereotypes regardingeir roles in society and in
the family, in accordance with articles 2 (f) of tle Convention. Such a policy
should include legal, administrative and awarenesgising measures, involve
public officials and civil society and target the atire population;

(b) mainstream gender equality and eliminate patriarch& stereotypes in
the education system; and

(c) make gender equality issues and sensitivity trainigp an integral,
substantive and mandatory component of all teachergaining at all levels.

24. While the State party recently took measuresadaress stereotypical and
sexist attitudes in the media and the advertisimustry where such are particularly
prevalent and where women and men are often depiota stereotyped manner, the
Committee is concerned about the lack of information the impact of such
measures.

25. The Committee recommends that the State party prode information on
the existence of sexist stereotyping in the mediand in advertisements, self-
regulatory measures, such as codes of conduct andenhanisms, established to
monitor and receive complaints on sexist elementsimedia and about their
outcomes, in its next periodic report.

Violence against women

26. The Committee welcomes the adoption of the A. 11/2009 which

introduced a crime of stalking and mandatory detenfor perpetrator of acts of
sexual violence, the National Action Plan to Comkailence against Women and
Stalking as well as the first comprehensive redeaom physical, sexual and
psychological violence against women developedheyNational Statistics Institute.
However, it remains concerned about the high praveg of violence against
women and girls and the persistence of socio-caltattitudes condoning domestic
violence, as well as lack of data on violence aghimmigrant, Roma and Sinti
women and girls. The Committee is further concerabdut the high number of
women murdered by their partner or ex-partner (fadd), which may indicate a
failure of the State party’s authorities to ade@lyprotect the women victims from
their partners or ex-partners.

27. In accordance with its general recommendation No.9 on violence against
women and the views adopted by the Committee undehe Optional Protocol
procedures, the Committee urges the State party to:

(a) put emphasis on comprehensive measures to addredslence against
women in the family and in society, including throgh addressing the specific
needs of women made vulnerable by particular circustances, such as Roma
and Sinti, migrant and older women and women with @abilities;

6 11-42475



CEDAWI/C/ITAICO/6

11-42475

(b) ensure that female victims of violence have immedia protection,
including expulsion of perpetrator from the home, giarantee that they can stay
in secure and well funded shelters, in all parts ofhe country, and that they
have access to free legal aid, psycho-social coultisg and adequate redress,
including compensation;

(c) ensure that public officials, especially law enforement officials and
professionals in the judiciary, health-care, socialwork and education are
systematically and fully sensitized to all forms ofviolence against women and
girls;

(d) enhance the system of appropriate data collectionnoall forms of
violence against women, including domestic violenceprotection measures,
prosecutions and sentences imposed on perpetratoesd conduct appropriate
surveys to assess the prevalence of violence expaded by women belonging to
disadvantaged groups, such as Roma and Sinti, migna and older women and
women with disabilities;

(e) further pursue, in collaboration with a broad range of stakeholders,
including women’s and other civil society organizabns, awareness-raising
campaigns through the media and public education prgrammes to make
violence against women socially unacceptable andsdieminate information on
available measures to prevent acts of violence agat women among the
general public;

(f) ratify the Council of Europe Convention on Preventng and
Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Viohee, in a timely
manner.

Trafficking and exploitation of prostitution

28. The Committee commends the State party forahiéication of the Council of
Europe Convention on Action against Traffickinghluman Beings, the ratification
of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punislfitkeng in Persons, Especially
Women and Children, supplementing the United NatioGonvention against
Transnational Organized Crimes, and efforts undemao provide social assistance
to identified victims of trafficking and to proseeutrafficking offenders. However,
the Committee is concerned that the applicationadfcle 18 of the Legislative
Decree No. 286/1998, which provides for a specésidence permit for victims of
trafficking and exploitation for social protectiopurposes, may, if restrictively
interpreted, deprive of adequate protection womdro were trafficked in another
country and then led to Italy for the purpose affficking. The Committee is further
concerned that a “security package” adopted by Guwent in 2010 has seriously
prevented law enforcement authorities from adedyatkentifying potential victims
of trafficking.

29. The Committee calls upon the State party to:

(a) take into account the transnational dimension of hman trafficking
crime, as acknowledged in the Protocol to PreventSuppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Childen, supplementing the
United Nations Convention against Transnational Orgnized Crime and
standardize identification and referral proceduresfor potential victims;
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(b) expedite the process of adopting the National Actio Plan against
Trafficking;

(c) ensure that interpretation of article 18 of the Legslative Decree
No. 286/1998 does not deprive women who were trafkied in another country
of adequate protection.

30. The Committee notes that several Bills (inchgdiAS 1079 of 2008

criminalizing prostitution in public place), as pasf a more general package of
measures to eradicate prostitution and sexual églon are under discussion in
the State party. However, the Committee is conagtnethe acknowledgment of the
State party that the proposal to criminalize progiton in public space “has a
function of public security and decorum of urbafe’liand that apparently rights of
women involved in street prostitution, the vast ardy of them being immigrants,

have not been considered in the formulation of sm&asures. The Committee also
noted that the State party considers prostitution & hidden and unknown

phenomenon which tends to be practiced in closeatgd. The Committee is
concerned about the absence of assistance and rtupmmrammes for women

wishing to leave prostitution and who were not witd of exploitation.

31. The State party is encouraged to:

(a) undertake an impact assessment of the proposed meass
criminalizing street prostitution with the aim to identify potential risks for
exploitation of women who may move from outdoor pretitutions circuits to
indoor prostitution, where as recognized by the St® party, prostitution
remains a hidden and unknown phenomenon,;

(b) continue formulating strategies and programmes to pevent women
from entering prostitution and to establish programmes of support and
rehabilitation for women who wish to leave prostitdion, including by providing
information on, and support in relation to alternative livelihood options.

Participation in political and public life

32. The Committee notes a limited increase in #y@esentation of women in the
Senate and is the Chamber of Deputies, but it resndeeply concerned that Italian
women are still underrepresented in the Nationali@aent, at regional levels, in
the judiciary, in senior positions within the publiadministration, and in the
diplomatic service, as well as in decision-makinghe private sector, thus limiting
women’s participation in decision-making processesall areas. The Committee
also expresses concern about the lack of informadio the presence of immigrant
women in decision-making positions in a country whénmigrants account for a
large percentage of the population.

33. The Committee urges the State party to:

(a) intensify its efforts to strengthen women’s represgtation in
leadership roles and in decision-making positionsni political bodies, including
Parliament and regional councils, in the public adnmistration, including in the
diplomatic service, and in the private sector, ando that end take adequate
temporary special measures;

(b) take additional to accelerate the achievement of woen’s full and
equal participation in decision making at all leve$ and in all areas;
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(c) consider taking additional legislative measures ungr article 51 of the
Constitution to increase the number of women in patical and public positions,
including through the use of gender quotas, and toensure adequate
representation in such positions of Roma and migrarwomen, and women from
the south of the country.

Education

34. The Committee is concerned about the high dubpates of Roma and Sinti
girls and women from school and that they remaim ivulnerable and marginalized
situation with regard to access to education.

35. The Committee calls on the State party to:

(a) implement measures to decrease dropout rates amorngRoma and
Sinti girls and to reintegrate them into the educabnal system; and

(b) provide information, in its next report, on concrete projects directed
at education of Roma girls and women under the Decke of Roma Inclusion
2005-2015.

Employment

36. The Committee notes the adoption of various suess taken by the State
party to support the participation of women in thbour market and facilitate the
reconciliation of family and work life, such as tliBlan Italy — 2020” and the
“Directive on measures to implement the principlé equality and equal
opportunities between men and women in public adsiiation”. It continues to be
concerned about the situation of women in the labomarket, which is
characterized, in spite of women’s high level otiedtion, by a persistent high rate
of female unemployment. The Committee wishes tovdifae State party’s attention
to the disadvantaged situation of women who intgrtheir careers for family
reasons and the related consequences on retirem@htold-age pensions, the
concentration of women in low-paid sectors of enyoient, the wage gap between
women and men and the fact that a significant numbk women leave the
workforce after childbirth and that only 10 per texf parental leave is taken by
fathers. The Committee notes the intention of thateS party to adopt a national
reform plan that foresees, by 2020, 12% increaseaviimen’s employment and
introduces incentives for stable work. In this rejahe Committee brings to the
State party’s attention its obligation to ensurefamn results of such a reform
throughout the country.

37. The Committee urges the State party to:

(a) continue to take concrete measures to ensure de fac equal
opportunities for women and men in the labour marke through, inter alia,
temporary special measures in accordance with artle 4, paragraph 1, of the
Convention and the Committee’s general recommendaihn No. 25;

(b) take concrete and proactive measures to eliminate coupational
segregation, both horizontal and vertical, through, inter alia, education,
training and retraining and effective law enforcemet mechanisms;

(c) develop and apply job evaluation systems based oremder-sensitive
criteria and collect sex-disaggregated data regardg the type and extent of
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wage differentials to eliminate the practice of woran receiving unequal pay for
work of equal value;

(d) monitor the impact of the use of fixed-term and otler flexible
contracts and increase incentives for employers wimeappropriate to counteract
possible adverse consequences of such contracts faomen, especially in regard
to their job security, salary levels and pension ash retirement benefits;

(e) enhance its efforts to ensure reconciliation of faity, private and
professional responsibilities and for the promotionof equal sharing of domestic
and family tasks between women and men, including yb increasing the
incentives for men to use their right to parental éave and taking concerted
efforts to provide for additional childcare facilities for children of different age
groups, in particularly in regions with few child care facilities.

38. The Committee notes the steps taken by thee Sparty’s government to
enhance labour inspection to control the misuseth&f “resignation in blank”,
whereby pregnant female employees are forced ou¢mployment. However, it
regrets that the Act 188/2007 was repealed.

39. The Committee urges the State party to take all apppriate steps to
abolish the practice of so called “resignation in kank”.

40. The Committee is also concerned about the aliffies experienced by
immigrant women and women with disabilities regaglitheir integration and
participation in the labour market.

41. The Committee calls upon the State party to mainsgam the issues of
immigrant women and women with disabilities, who mg suffer multiple

discrimination, into its employment policies and pogrammes, to intensify its
efforts, including with adoption of temporary specal measures in accordance
with article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention andthe Committee’s general
recommendation No. 25, aimed at achieving de factequal opportunities for

immigrant women and women with disabilities in thelabour market.

Health

42. The Committee welcomes the results achievethby2010-2012 National Plan

of Prevention and Organization of Screening Prognas to Prevent Breast Cancer,
but notes with concern that breast cancer is thetmommon cancer and cause of
death amongst women in Italy. While the Committeeognizes the results achieved
by the organization of screening programmes throughhe territory of the State

party, the Committee remains concerned that ovep&@ent of women in Southern

Italy do not have access to mammograms even withganized programmes.

43. The Committee urges the State party to take measuseto ensure equal
access and availability to mammograms and screeningervices to women
throughout its territory, including the regions in the south.

44. While noting that efforts have been made with &im to register new cases of
HIV infections and drawing up guidelines for theyapnd diagnosis within the

territory of the State party, including for womeahe Committee is concerned that no
systematic and comparable data is available on Hi®valence amongst women
drug users in prisons. Furthermore, the Committeeconcerned that immigrant
women are increasingly infected by HIV/AIDS.
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45. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) includes in its next periodic report information on measures taken to
ensure that gender sensitive health services and erentive health care for
women affected by HIV/AIDS in prisons;

(b) take preventive measures and provide specialized akh-care
services and treatment to immigrant women infecteavith HIV/AIDS.

Rural women

46. The Committee welcomes the extensive informmatpwovided by the State

party on rural women. The Committee regrets, howeteat rural women face

specific impediments to full and equal enjoyment axercise of their rights under
the Convention. The Committee is also concernedutabhe lack of reliable data on
the economic and social situation of rural women, particular migrant rural

women, their entrepreneurial involvement and theufficient information available

about the access to social and health servicesuial women, free legal aid to
women who are victims of discrimination and on wiest special measures have
been adopted to ensure that rural women participate development of policies
that affects them.

47. The Committee recommends that the State party takéargeted measures

to ensure that women working in rural areas have ral possibilities to benefit

economic empowerment and equal opportunities with ®n, including access to
social and health services, to counselling and astince in case of violence and
to ensure participation of rural women in the devebpment of policies that

affect them.

Family relations and economic consequence of dire

48. The Committee welcomes the bill, approved byliRaent in June 2011 that
recognizes that children born out of wedlock hawepiad rights to those born to
married couples. The Committee notes that mandatmmdiation in divorce

proceedings does not apply in case of intra-familjience but remains, however,
concerned about the duration of the divorce prooeed which may increase the
risk of violence against women. The Committee atgdes that inheritance and
property rights are progressively accorded to de#cfainions (based on verdicts of
the Supreme Court) which, in the past were excklgivecognized to wives and
husbands.

49. The Committee recommends the State party to:

(a) reduce divorce proceedings to one year as currentlynder debate
within the Chambers;

(b) continue protecting and enhancing the rights, in peticular economic
rights, of women living in de facto unions.

50. The Committee noted that Act No. 54/2006 introed shared (physicals)
custody as the preferred default in cases of sejparar divorce. However, the
Committee is concerned at the lack of studies & #ffect of this legal change,
especially in light of comparative research thainp®to negative effects on children
(especially small children) of forced shared cugtott is further concerned at

11



CEDAWI/C/ITA/CO/6

12

reports of suspicion towards claim of child abusecustody cases, based on the
dubious theory of Parental Alienation Syndrome.

51. The Committee calls upon the State party to evaluatthe legal change in
the area of child custody through scientific studis, in order to assess its long-
term effects on women and children, bearing in mindthe experience
accumulated in other countries on this matter.

Disadvantaged groups of women

52. While noting measures taken with the aim of aarding the integration of

migrant, Roma and Sinti women into the Italian gtgi the Committee is deeply
concerned that they are subject to multiple formgliscrimination with respect to

accessing education, health and employment. The miitee also remains

concerned at the violence and discrimination ongimunds of sex that such women
face in their own communities, such as early maeialt also notes the prevalence
of female genital mutilation amongst migrant womdihe Committee is further

concerned that the State party’s report contaissfificient information on measures
taken to improve the situation of older women ameéttolder women may be

marginalized, in particular immigrant older women.

53. The Committee urges the State party to:

(a) intensify its efforts to eliminate discrimination against Roma, Sinti,
immigrant, refugee, asylum-seeking, and older womewith respect to accessing
education, health and employment;

(b) collect statistics on early marriages of Roma andisti girls;

(c) take measures to prevent discrimination against woen belonging to
disadvantaged groups, both within their communitiesand in society at large, to
combat violence against them, and to increase theimwareness of the
availability of social services and legal remedieas well as familiarize them
with their rights to gender equality and non-discrimination;

(d) design awareness-raising programmes involving hedltservice
providers, community and religious leaders and wom®@s organizations, as well
as to launch specific culturally sensitive informaibn campaigns to prevent
discrimination of Roma, Sinti and migrant women,;

(e) ensure the full implementation of legislation prohbiting female
genital mutilation, including the prosecution of pepetrators, with a view to
eliminating this harmful practice; and

(f) conduct regular and comprehensive studies on disgriination against
immigrant, refugee, asylum-seeking and older womento collect statistics on
their employment, education and health situation ad on all forms of violence
that they may experience and to submit such informigon in its next periodic
report.

Refugee and asylum-seeking women

54. The Committee remains concerned that a gerelesisve approach has not
been mainstreamed throughout the process of gmrasylum/refugee status and
about the absence of laws and policies concernimgn@n asylum-seekers and
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refugees, including lack of recognition of gendetated forms of persecution in
determining refugee status.

55. The Committee recommends that the State Party fullyntegrate a gender-
sensitive approach throughout the process of gramig asylum/refugee status,
including in the application stage and recognizes epder persecution as a
ground for recognition of refugee status accordingto the 1951 Convention
relating to the status of Refugees.

Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action

56. The Committee urges the State party to utilize ful}, in the implementation
of its obligations under the Convention, the Beijig Declaration and Platform
for Action, which reinforce the provisions of the @nvention, and requests the
State party to include information thereon in its rext periodic report.

Millennium Development Goals

57. The Committee emphasizes that full and effective iplementation of the

Convention is indispensable for achieving the Millenium Development Goals.
It calls for the integration of a gender perspectie and an explicit reflection of
the provisions of the Convention in all efforts ained at the achievement of the
Millennium Development Goals and requests the Stateparty to include

information thereon in its next periodic report.

Ratification of other treaties

58. The Committee notes that States’ adherence to the ime major
international human rights instruments.! The Committee encourages the
Government of Italy to consider ratifying the treaties to which it is not yet a
party, i.e., the International Convention on the Pptection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families and the International
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Eforced Disappearance.

Dissemination

59. The Committee requests the Italian translation and the wide
dissemination in the State party of the present carluding observations in order
to make the people, including Government officials, politicians,
parliamentarians and women’s and human rights orgairations, aware of the
steps that have been taken to ensure de jure and dacto equality of women
and men and the further steps that are required inthat regard. The Committee
requests the State party to strengthen the dissemdation, in particular to
women’s and human rights organizations, of the Corention, its Optional
Protocol, the Committee’s general recommendationsthe Beijing Declaration

i

The International Covenant on Economic, Socia &ultural Rights; the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; the Intetioaal Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination; the Convention ¢we tElimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women; the Convention agiifwture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment; the Conventionhe@ Rights of the Child; International
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Aligvant Workers and Members of Their
Families and the International Convention for thetBction of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance; the Convention on the Rights ofgressith Disabilities.
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and Platform for Action and the outcome of the twety-third special session of
the General Assembly, entitled “Women 2000: gendeequality, development
and peace for the twenty-first century”.

Follow up to concluding observations

60. The Committee requests the State party to providewithin two years,
written information on the steps undertaken to impkement the
recommendations contained in paragraphs 23 and 27ave.

Preparation of next report

61. The Committee requests the State party to emse the wide participation of
all ministries and public bodies in the preparationof its next report, as well as to
consult a variety of women’s and human rights orgaizations during that phase.

62. The Committee requests the State party to rpend to the concerns
expressed in the present concluding observations its next periodic report under
article 18 of the Convention. The Committee invitegshe State party to submit its
seventh periodic report in July 2015.

63. The Committee invites the State party to foliw the harmonized guidelines
on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines
on a common core document and treaty-specific docuents, approved at the fifth

inter-committee meeting of the human rights treaty bodies, in June 2006
(HRI/MC/2006/3 and Corr.1). The treaty-specific remrting guidelines adopted by

the Committee at its fortieth session, in January @08, must be applied in
conjunction with the harmonized reporting guidelines on a common core
document. Together, they constitute the harmonizedyuidelines on reporting

under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against

Women. The treaty-specific document should be limid to 40 pages, while the
updated common core document should not exceed 8ages.

11-42475



