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PREFACE

In the spring of 2006 the Parliament of Georgia adopted a law on the Preven-
tion of Domestic Violence, Protection of and Assistance to Victims of Domes-
tic Violence, through which the State acknowledged the existence of this ex-
tremely important and disturbing problem and placed it within the legislative
regulatory framework.

Since then, Georgia has witnessed significant developments in the field: Pre-
vention, protection and elimination efforts as well as provision of relevant ser-
vices for the victims of domestic violence have been established and improved;
institutional mechanisms as well as coordination efforts in the field have been
buttressed.

Up-do-date, one of the most significant impediments to formation of effective
policies against the problem has been the general lack of research and data on
domestic violence.

The National Research on Domestic Violence against Women conducted by
UNFPA/Georgia within the framework of the “Combating Gender-Based Vio-
lence in the South Caucasus” project is of an utmost importance to us as it
brings to the table nation-wide data on prevalence, causes and consequences
of domestic violence endowing us with a baseline for elaboration of informed
strategies to eliminate violence against women.

The survey findings will assist the state structures, including the Parliamentary
Council on Gender Equality in elaborating national policies against gender-
based violence.

Our sincere gratitude goes towards the UNFPA/Georgia for their extensive
work in carrying out the research and contributing to creating GBV free envi-
ronment and empowerment of women in Georgia.

RUSUDAN KERVALISHVILI
Deputy Chairperson of the Parliament of Georgia
The Chairperson of the Parliamentary Gender Equality Council

NN \
AN




PREFACE

In the 21st century, public consolidation against all forms of domestic violence
has become a pressing issue. Although, domestic violence is considered a hu-
man rights violation and Georgian society is becoming increasingly open and
intolerant against this problem, studies show that domestic violence is a wide-
spread phenomena throughout Georgia. 78 % of women still consider that
domestic violence issues can be discussed within family only, while 34 % of
women justify men battering their wives in certain cases and do not regard as
it as a violation of law.

Violence against women is a public issue and encompasses virtually all spheres
of public relations. It influences various spheres of social life, including public
health, protection of juvenile’s rights and social and economic welfare. Studies
conducted reveal the complexity of domestic violence character, variety of its
causes and need for inter-sectoral cooperation and multi-pronged approach in
addressing the issue.

Nation-wide data on the forms, prevalence, causes and consequences of do-
mestic violence will aid formulation of informed state policies, elaboration of
combating strategies against the problem and establishment of an effective
system on prevention, elimination and protection of victims of domestic vio-
lence.

LALI PAPISHVILI

Member of the Constitutional Court of Georgia
Chairman of the Interagency Council on Domestic Violence
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Introduction

In 2009 United Nations population Fund (UNFPA) com-
missioned the nationwide survey on Domestic Violence
against Women in Georgia within the frames of the UN-
FPA implemented project “Combating Gender Based
Violence in South Caucasus”(GBV-SC). GBV-SC project
is a regional, multi-pronged initiative supported by the
Norwegian government and co-funded by UNFPA imple-
mented in the three South Caucasus Countries — Arme-
nia, Azerbaijan and Georgia. Main objective of the proj-
ect is to contribute to the national response to domestic
violence and strengthen the democratic governance in
the three countries by promoting the respect for human
rights, gender equality and women’s participation.

Gender-based violence is regarded as one of the forms
of violating human rights. Domestic violence is a global
phenomenon without national, economic, religious,
geographic and cultural borders. Violence on woman is
mostly performed in her direct social environment af-
fecting the physical and mental health of the woman.
Violence has negative consequences for social welfare,
children, families and community. Domestic violence
restricts the woman'’s right to be involved in social life.

According to the annual data of Global Economic Forum,
Georgia occupies 84th position by gender gap index
among 134 world countries: by economic contribution
and capacity, Georgia is on the 55th position, by edu-
cation level -82, health and life expactancy — 131 and
political empowerment opportunities — 103.

UNFPA had aimed to support formulation of effective
GBV/DV response policies and contribute to establish-
ing effective mechanisms for better implementation of
international treaties on elimination of violence against
women, to which Georgia is a signatory. For this pur-
pose, UNFPA carried out a nationwide survey to study
the forms of domestic violence against women as well

as prevalence, causes and consequences of violence
countrywide. The overall aim was to use research find-
ings as a baseline for formulating national policies and
plans to combat domestic violence and establish greater
gender equality in Georgia.

Thematic studies on the issues of domestic violence had
been conducted in Georgia a number of times. There
are two national surveys (in 1999 and 2005) on repro-
ductive health, which also include the topic of domes-
tic violence. Neverthless there was a clear need for a
national survey project which one the one hand would
, generate information on prevalence of gender-based
violence, its forms and intensivity, attitudes and percep-
tions, personal and social history of violence, mecha-
nisms for combating domestic violence and on the other
hand, would enable making comparison of the social
picture of Georgia with the data of international studies.

The presented Nationwide Survey on Domestic Violence
against Women in Georgia is the first comprehensive
survey carried out on the subject of domestic violence
against women in the country and it has the biggest
sample, which provides information on urban and ru-
ral settlements all over Georgia. The survey combines
guantitative and qualitative approach in exploring the
causes and consequences of domestic violence, as well
as perceptions and attitudes of women on domestic
violence; this is the first survey collecting data on physi-
cal and sexual violence for under-aged group of wom-
en, as well as sexual abuse by perpetrators other than
husbands and family members. The survey is the first
base-line study on the issue. The nationwide survey was
conducted using mixed methodology quantitative and
gualitative components and overall 2391 women were
interviewed age 15-49 within the quantitative compo-
nent; qualitative component comprised 14 focus groups,
34 in-depth interviews and 2 participant observations.

NATIONAL RESEARCH ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN GEORGIA
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Objectives of the Study

The overall objectives of national research on domestic

violence against women in Georgia were to identify:

e the extent of domestic violence including physical
and sexual violence, emotional, economic types of
violence against women by their husbands/part-
ners

e the extent on underage (below 15) sexual abuse

e  attitudes of women toward gender roles and vio-
lence

e  violence in pregnancy and injuries due to violence

e the methods of coping with violence by women
who experienced domestic violence

e effects of violence on general health of women and
children witnessing violence

The study was designed to provide the data that could
be used to develop national policies on prevention of
domestic violence in Georgia, informing, communicat-
ing and educating the public on gender rights and is-
sues, engendering laws, policies and plans, supporting
establishment of service mechanisms to prevent, pro-
tect and respond to gender-based violence acts and in-
crease the efficiency and effectiveness of efforts aiming
at addressing gender based violence.

Research Methodology

In this survey two research methodologies have been
used - quantitative and qualitative, in order to explore
the depth and breadth of domestic violence against
women.

Quantitative research

Sample design

The sample design for Research on Domestic Violence
used a weighted, stratified and multi-staged cluster
sample approach. The major aim of the sample de-
sign was to arrive at estimates of indicators related to
violence against women for the national level as well
as urban/rural strata and Thilisi city centre with an ac-
ceptable (accurate) precision within a defined 95%
confidence interval. It should be noted that Thilisi was
considered as a separate unit. Sampling was based on
the Clusters Database available at the State Department

1. The Cluster Database at the statistics department was available for
the research. There are about 16,500 clusters in the database.

of Statistics of Georgia (SDS) and two-listing/updating
processes were performed. Households were selected
systematically within the selected clusters. Overall 2391
women in age group 15-49 were interviewed.

Questionnaires

The research questionnaires were designed according

the needs of the country and they were based on the

qguestionnaires of World Health Organization’s Multi-
country study on Women Health and Domestic vio-

lence against Women. Two questionnaires were used: a

household and a women'’s questionnaire. The following

information was collected:

e  Household population and the housing characteris-
tics of the households;

e  Background characteristics and marriage history
of women; general health women and behavioral
problems of their children;

e  Physical and sexual violence, emotional and eco-
nomic violence experienced by the women (during
the life-time and in the past 12 month priori to in-
terview) perpetrated by husband/partner;

e Sexual abuse before age 15;

e  Attitudes of women towards gender roles and vio-
lence;

e  Violence in pregnancy and injuries due to violence;

e Coping with violence by women experiencing do-
mestic violence

e Causes of domestic violence cultural specifics

Field work and response rates

Women in age group 15-49. In selected 5,080 house-
holds, 3,872 household interviews were completed suc-
cessfully and a total of 3,768 women aged 15-49 was
found in these households. 2,621 women were selected
by the Kish method of one woman per household. Inter-
views with 2,385 women were completed.

Qualitative research

Qualitative research aimed to collect first-hand informa-
tion about the underlying differences between men’s
and women’s of understanding of violence, practices
of domestic violence, experiences of participants, their
perception and coping strategies towards violence and
their evaluation and vision about the services provided
to the victims of domestic violence.

Overall 14 focus groups, 34 in-depth interviews and 2
participant observations were conducted within the
qualitative component.




Focus Group discussions were conducted in Thilisi, (5
groups), Kakehti (Telavi - 5 groups) and Samtskhe-Ja-
vakheti (Akhalstsike- 4 groups). The groups’ composi-
tion was as follows: group of women (urban 1 and rural
2) age 35-59, married and not abused; group of men
(urban 1 and rural 2) age 35-59, married and without
any criminal record; experts group (government, Inter-
national NGO, policy makers -1 group and local NGO/
policy makers/ women activists -2 groups); service pro-
viders (medical doctors, psychologists, social workers,
social agents, lawyers -1 group per city Thilisi-Telavi-
Akhaltsikhe, police and penitential system personnel -1
group per Thilisi and Telavi).

In-depth interviews were conducted with 34 women:
10 severely abused women in shelters and out of shel-
ters; 10 IDP, 5 ethnic minority women (urban and rural),
5 rural women activists working on issues on domestic
violence and 4 rural women.

Two participant observations were conducted at a shel-
ter.

The research was implemented by two organizations
ACT Research and the Center for Social Sciences at the
Iv. Javakhishvili Thilisi State University. Part of the quali-
tative data (4 focus groups and 9 in depth interviews in
Samtskhe-Javakheti) was collected within the frames of
UNIFEM-administered UN Trust Fund to End Violence
Against Women funded Project “Interdepartmental and
Public Measures for Elimination of Family Violence in
Georgia”.

FINDINGS
Domestic violence against
women [total 2385]

While traditional cultural norms in Georgia treat the
family as a safe place where all troubles disappear, the
results clearly show that there is a big difference be-
tween the imagined, idealized family and the real fam-
ily, where direct or indirect forms of violence oppress
women and violate human rights in very basic sense of
this concept.

“l experienced all types of violence from my husband at
different stages of our life together. It happened quite
frequently. As soon as he got disturbed, he immediate-
ly became aggressive to me. And it has been lasting for

a long time - | have been married for 20 years now...
In my case, the main cause was my husband’s fam-
ily members’ behaviour - they provoked my husband.
My father-in-law was less responsible for this, mainly
mother-in-law influenced my husband.” (Victim not liv-
ing in a shelter)

«l have been married for six years now and my hus-
band has been beating me for six years... My husband
is dependent on women - his mother and sisters. He
doesn’t have his own opinion. They have always insult-
ed me and | couldn’t defend myself...” (Victim living in
a shelter)

Physical and Sexual Violence
against women [total 2385]

A relatively small number of women in Georgia ac-
knowledged being victims of physical or sexual violence.
Overall, 6.9% of women reported having experienced
physical violence. Of them, 2.6% reported having expe-
rienced moderate physical violence and 4.3% reported
having experienced severe physical violence.

Place of residence, level of education, marital status
and earning potential turned out to be not significantly
linked to experience of physical violence. Age groups 25-
34 and 35-44 yielded significant results.

3.9% of women reported having experienced sexual
violence. Of those having reported sexual violence 64%
were married and 37% were unmarried; the vast major-
ity of these unmarried women - 32.6% said they do not
have partner and are not involved in sexual relations ei-
ther. Also, 0.7% of women said they were forced to have
sex the first time they had sex.These data do not change
by residential area, education level and independent
economic income parameters, with only exception in
age, women of 35-44 age group tend to be victims more
often than other age group women. 2,3% of women are
the victims of both types of violence, i.e. physical and
sexual. Interestingly, sexual abuse is often accompanied
by physical violence.

Acts of physical violence

Moderate and severe acts of physical violence are stud-

ied in the survey. Out of the various forms of physical

violence experienced, women admit to having experi-

enced two of them:

e  Getting slapped, or hurt by having something
thrown at her - 6.8% - moderate violence

NATIONAL RESEARCH ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN GEORGIA
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e  Pushed, or shoved, or pulled by hair — 2.9% - mod-
erate violence

e  Getting hurt by a punch or hit with something else
—3.9% - severe violence

e  Kicked, dragged, or beaten up — 2.0% - severe vio-
lence

e Choked or burnt—1.6% - severe violence

e  Threatened with — or actually hurt with - a gun,
knife or other weapon—1.0% - severe violence

The survey revealed different forms of domestic vio-
lence nationwide: emotional violence, reported by 14%
of women respondents; acts intended for controlling
women (35%), e.g. 29% of women are not allowed to
have relations with family, 11,6% need permission to
use medical services and husbands of 11,1% of women
get angry if they talk to another man. These data point
that women are more open to talk about the forms of
violence which are socially acceptable and are trying
to hide the truth when it comes to physical and sexual
abuse (because of fear and shame).

Interestingly, actions intended for controlling woman
are closely related to the educational level. The lower
is the educational level of woman, the higher is the per-
centage of such actions, for instance, 60% of women
with incomplete secondary education become subject
to their husbands’ control more often than women with
complete secondary, professional or higher educational
levels (35%).

Another important finding of this survey is women’s per-
ception of a family being a secret place, where anything
can happen inside, but should never be put outside for
discussion or public debate. This kind of perception is
one of the factors maintaining the domestic violence.
The number of women with such attitudes is 78,3%,

distributed by regions in this way: capital 21,7%, urban
30.3% and rural 48,0%.

Only 0.1% of women report sexual abuse experience
from family member or a stranger after the age 15.
None of the respondents gave positive responses when
asked directly about the sexual abuse experience before
the age of 15. At the same time, in indirect questions,
6.5% of respondents marked sad face (they were shown
smiling and sad faces) which makes us think that facts
of sexual abuse are common before the age of 15, even
though, the respondents do not talk about it openly.

Among women who have ever been married, every
eleventh is a victim of physical abuse and 34,7% has
had injuries several times. The biggest number of these
women belong to the age group 45-49. The most fre-
quent forms of injuries are scratch, abrasion, bruise
(84,4%) and internal injuries. (29,1%). 18,8% of women
report brain concussion due to the violence of husband/
partner, 15,3% of women who have ever been victims
of their husband’s/partner’s physical or sexual violence,
have needed medical assistance at least once. Among
them, 18,2% of women have received medical assis-
tance. The number of days spent at the hospital varies
from 2 to 30 days in case of 33.3% of women. The health
state of 2,7% of pregnant women who have ever been
victims of physical abuse during pregnancy period, has
worsened twice as compared to women without such
experience. 28,2% of urban and rural respondents stat-
ed that they could not get any kind of support.

Survey results clearly indicate on the need of effective
policies and mechanisms for elimination of gender in-
equality and for combating domestic violence, as well
raising public awareness on gender equality and gen-
der-based violence issues.




Chapter 1.

INTRODUCTION

Marine Chitashvili, Nino Javakhishvili

Background of the research

Domestic violence (DV) against women is a global prob-
lem without cultural, geographic, religious, social, eco-
nomic or national boundaries. Gender-based violence
is considered one of the most serious violations of hu-
man rights and is a widespread phenomenon which
does not discriminate based on race, religion, ethnicity
or language. Violence against women as a social prob-
lem -mostly within close/immediate social settings - has
serious consequences affecting not only female victims’
physical and emotional health, and social well-being,
but has considerable effects on children, family and so-
ciety as whole. Domestic violence against women de-
prives them of their right to participate in societal life
as a whole and holds them prisoners under the special
conditions set by the immediate social setting such as
family, kinship, social norms and values shared by the
majority. The practice of violence against women and
particularly domestic violence is a constant variable that
deviates depending on societal vectors like social and
economic development of the country as well as the
societal norms perceived as a “normal” for the current
culture of the nation-state. The major impact domestic
violence has on women is hindering their full inclusion
and participation in social life. Combating gender-based
violence is important for building a truly democratic so-
ciety founded on the principles of human rights.

In 1993, the United Nations General Assembly ado-
pted the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence
against Women (DEVAW), identifying the subordination
of women as a principal cause of domestic violence.
DEVAW states: “Violence against women is a manifes-

tation of historically unequal power relations between
men and women, which have led to domination over
and discrimination against women by men”.* Domestic
violence is defined by the UN as a “... form of violence
that occurs in private life between individuals who are
generally connected by sexual intercourse or blood
relation”.?

International policy documents — the ICPD programme
of action adopted at the International Conference on
Population and Development (1994), Beijing Platform
of Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference on
Women (1995) outline the forms of violence against
women and highlight methods of combating it. The issue
of domestic violence has been studied and discussed in
the context of health issues since 1985.% The results of
the “WHO Multi-Country study on Women Health and
Domestic violence against Women” (by Garcia-Moreno
et al. 2005) carried out by WHO showed that reported
lifetime physical violence against women varied be-
tween 15% and 71%.*

Since 1992, when Georgia was officially recognized as
an independent state and member of the UN, domes-
tic violence as an issue has been widely discussed and
combating it has been the operational mission for many
governmental and non-governmental, local and inter-
national organizations based in the country. However,

1. http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/svaw/domestic/laws/interna-
tional.htm#unconf

2. http://www.ksgm.gov.tr/tdvaw/doc/Main_report.pdf (pp.19)

3. http://www.un.org/en/development/devagenda/gender.shtml
4. http://www.who.int/gender/violence/who_multicountry_study/
Chapter3-Chapter4.pdf
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the nationwide data providing information about the
domestic violence for 2008 was limited in quantity and
quality. There was only two reliable dataset providing
limited information on the issue of domestic violence —
RH Survey and MICS3 in 2005.> These data clearly show
that combating domestic violence is a complex endeav-
our that must not be approached only by seeking to
eliminate external causes - instead it requires a more
in-depth approach that includes raising women'’s aware-
ness about human rights and violence.

Lack of data on prevalence, causes, effects and con-
sequences of domestic violence seriously undermines
efforts to elaborate country-sensitive policies for com-
bating violence against women. The presented survey
was conducted in 2009 within the frames of the Unit-
ed Nations population Fund (UNFPA) implemented
project “Combating Gender Based Violence in South
Caucasus”(GBV-SC). GBV-SC project is a regional, multi-
pronged initiative supported by the Norwegian govern-
ment and implemented in the three South Caucasus
Countries — Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia by UNFPA
Country Offices. Main objective of the project is to con-
tribute to the national response to domestic violence
and strengthen the democratic governance in the three
countries by promoting the respect for human rights,
gender equality and women'’s participation.

GBV-SC is the first region-wide project to hold a multi-
pronged approach to combat gender-based violence
through:

- Informing, communicating and educating the pub-
lic on gender rights and issues;

- Engendering laws, policies and plans;

- Supporting establishment of service mechanisms
to prevent, protect and respond to gender-based
violence acts;

- Increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of ef-
forts aiming at addressing gender-based violence

With the support of UNFPA/Georgia the research was

conducted by two non-governmental organizations:

ACT-Research® and the Centre for Social Sciences (CSS)’

at Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University, Georgia.®

5. The data were collected about women’s perception and beliefs
regarding when a husband is justified in beating women/his wife
under the following conditions: when she goes out without asking
him 1.8%; when she neglects the children 5.9%; when she argues
with him 2.4%; when she refuses to have sex with him 1.3%; when
she burns food 1.0%; for any of those reasons 6.9%. Multiple indica-
tor cluster surveys, MICS3, Monitoring the Situation of Children
and Women, Reports. Georgia 2005. http://www.childinfo.org/
mics3_surveys.html

6. http://www.act.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG

7. http://www.ucss.ge

8. http://www.tsu.ge

The qualitative research was enriched by the data col-
lection in Samtskhe-Javakheti region within the frames
of UNIFEM-administered UN Trust Fund to End Violence
Against Women funded Project “Interdepartmental and
Public Measures for Elimination of Family Violence in
Georgia”.

The National Survey on Domestic Violence against Wom-
en comprised of quantitative and qualitative research,
aimed at generating the first nation-wide data on the
causes and consequences of gender-based violence
(particularly domestic violence) to be used as a baseline
for the formulation of appropriate national policies and
strategies to combat gender-based violence.®

The Nationwide Survey on Domestic Violence Against
Women in Georgia is the first comprehensive study into
many aspects of domestic violence:

e The study is first comprehensive survey carried out
on the subject of domestic violence against women
in the country and it has the biggest sample, which
provides information on urban and rural settle-
ments all over Georgia;

e  The questionnaire used in the quantitative survey
allows for cross-cultural comparison, as it was de-
veloped from a WHO questionnaire with minor ad-
ditions proceeding from the country's unique char-
acteristics;

e The survey combines quantitative and qualitative
approach in exploring the causes and consequenc-
es of domestic violence, as well as perceptions and
attitudes of women on domestic violence;

e  This is the first survey collecting data on physical
and sexual violence for under-aged group of wom-
en, as well as sexual abuse by perpetrators other
than husbands and family members.

The target group of the quantitative research of this na-
tionwide survey were women in age group 15-49. Inter-
views with 2,391 women were completed. The imple-
mentation of the Qualitative research on DV took place
in parallel with the Quantitative research. Qualitative
Research methodology as well as sample design was re-
vised and approved with the International Consultant.
25 in-depth interviews have been conducted; 10 focus
group meetings were conducted in Urban and Rural
Settings and 2 participant observations have been com-
pleted. This mixed methodology study gives detailed
information on the prevalence of domestic violence
experienced by women, forms of violence, causes and

9. http://www.unfpa.org.tr/gender.htm




consequences, attitudes of women towards gender and
violence, the effects of violence on health, relationships
within the family and children.

Georgia, as one of the independent states that formerly
comprised the Soviet Union, belongs to the ranks of tra-
ditional/closed societies taking their first steps towards
democratization and striving to develop economically.
The research shows that violence against women widely
is especially widespread in traditional, close-knit socie-
ties, where religious institutions undermine the role of
women and effectively render them second-class citi-
zens.’ The lack of data on domestic violence as well as
on women'’s issues is very much determined by the Sovi-
et past — the issue of gender equality was solved by the
Communist Party officially and formally and there was
no need to collect any data on social issues like gender-
based violence and discrimination. as such injustices
simply did “not exist” in the Soviet Union.

After the break-up of Soviet Union the newly indepe-
ndent states starting their transitions to democracy
mostly had to work in crisis management mode — all
three Caucasus countries were involved in armed eth-
nic conflicts: Abkhazia and South Ossetia in Georgia and
Nagornyy Karabakh between Armenia and Azerbaijan.
These “big politics” are central for politicians and gov-
ernment, as well as for the general public and the essen-
tials of social life like violation of human rights, equality
issues, the rule of law, and democratic institution-build-
ing are considered secondary issues or never discussed.
Example: Georgia, since declaring independence and
embarking on building a new democratic state, has
faced a dramatic decline of female participation in so-
cial life — high unemployment rate, high drop-out rates
from schools, and unequal representation in politics and
even in fields that are considered traditionally the realm
of women, such as education and health care. The pro-
portion of women in parliament is currently only 6%
versus 11% in 2003.

In the 2009 global report on the gender gap index by
the World Economic Forum - which examines economic
participation and opportunity, educational attainment,
political empowerment and health and survival in terms
of gender equality access countries on how well they
are dividing their resources and opportunities among their
male and female population, irrespective of the overall lev-
els of these resources and opportunities - Georgia ranked

10. http://www.who.int/gender/violence/who_multicountry_study/
Introduction-Chapter1-Chapter2.pdf

84th (in 2008 it was 82nd, for 2007 — 67th, for 2006 — 54th).
Georgia could be characterized as a traditional society
with deeply-rooted notion of family as a private unit
whose closed nature is sacred. Everyone is obliged to
uphold the family’s honour and disregard their own
personal preferences. Georgians very often say — no
one takes a quarrel outside the home. This means that
the family becomes a citadel where whatever happens
inside is not subject to outside discussion or public de-
bate. Men taking the place of head of household, by
gender role distribution, are in a position to lead the
family based on their own views. Women’s gender role
is strictly prescribed as a mother and housewife. The So-
viet Union’s “liberation” of women through giving them
equal rights with men in every dimension of social life
was never supported by serious institutions like gender-
oriented social policy. The right to work, generously
given to women, was nothing other than an additional
slavery engagement in the labour force on top of their
traditional obligations. After the collapse of the Soviet
regime the formal equality slide back clearly pointed
to the vulnerability of women and the issue of violence
was raised once again.

Since the break-up of the Soviet Union, Georgia has
undergone drastic changes — civil wars, collapse of the
economy, inflation, unemployment, corruption, armed
conflict and the de facto loss of one fifth of the country.
These factors had a major impact in terms of the public’s
switch from the enthusiasm that resulted from breaking
free from the Soviet Union to the anxiety and instability
that come with developing an independent state. Wom-
en lost and gained from this shift. They lost the notion
of man as breadwinner - due to high unemployment
among men, many women were forced to become the
only earners in their families; many women migrate to
seek work outside the country; self-employed women
mostly engaged in informal economic activity not befit-
ting their education and qualifications (more than 50%
of women in Georgia have obtained professional or
higher education). Going out from the home environ-
ment has created a cognitive disconnect of sorts from
the values and reality of women'’s life.

At the same time, religious revival and the conversion of
atheists back to Orthodox Christianity has been associ-
ated with the revival of conservative family traditions,
which even further expands the disconnect between
real life and reinvented traditions. All over Christendom,
women generally are more likely to attend church and
are more conservative than men. As believers, women
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seek both to be obedient to their husbands and to fully
engage in the process of building free market and demo-
cratic institutions in Georgia. Their freedom of expres-
sion is now controlled not only by family traditions, but
by church edicts about the roles of women and men.

There is not any other current of critical discourse about
the women issues in Georgia outside women’s rights-
oriented nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), which
focus on social aspects of women’s role and place in so-
ciety. The media’s attachment to traditional stereotypes
and gender roles constantly encourages sexism against
women; media also do not pay sufficient attention to
issues such as abandoned children, migration, crime, in-
creasing violence, IDP women and their inclusion.

The absence of gender-sensitive policies contributes to
gender-based violence. Georgia has ratified Convention
of the elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW) in 1994 yet more than 15 years later
little has been done to reduce gender-based violence.
Budgets are gender-blind and women’s involvement in
politics and decision making is minimal, as is the em-
ployment level of women. These conditions serve to
make women more vulnerable in society.

There are several research reports on the issue of vio-
lence against women.!! Existing reports and surveys ad-
dress the issue of the scope of domestic violence as well
as attitudes and knowledge about the problem. Differ-
ent sources indicate a reported rate of violence from 5%
to 31% in families. This disparity clearly shows that fur-
ther research is needed to identify levels of violence in
families. Below are some results from previous research
about domestic violence or related issues.

UNFPA conducted Georgian Reproductive Health Sur-
veys (RHS) in 1999 and 2005. According to both surveys,
less than 20% of the women reported verbal abuse by
a current of former partner, 5% reported physical abuse
and approximately 2% reported sexual abuse. According
to the 2005 survey only 5% of victims reported the do-
mestic physical violence to police and 4% sought medi-
cal consultation. The most common reason cited by bat-
tered women for not seeking formal help was distrust
in law enforcement agencies or healthcare providers
(38%) and embarrassment associated with disclosing
the abuse (32%). other reasons mentioned were fear of
tarnishing the reputation of the family (10%), the physi-
cal abuse “was not severe” (7%), fear of more beating
(5%) and fear the marriage would break up (3%).%?

11. Almost all of these reports are focused or specialized surveys and
studies on the topic.

12. Serbanescu F, et al. Reproductive health survey, Georgia,
1999-2000. Serbanescu F, et al. (2005).Reproductive health survey,

The same research points to the gender asymmetry in
domestic violence: 89% of men stated that there was no
excuse for women to use any type of force against their
husband; 38% of the same men argue that men can use
force and physically beat women if they are unfaithful.
The same dataset (1999, 2005) points to a high rate of
verbal abuse by the spouse (20% in both surveys); 5%
of women reported physical violence — of them 1% re-
ported at least one instance of physical violence against
them in the past year.

According to the data of the Caucasus Women’s Research
and Consulting Network (CWN) from 2005, of 1000
women interviewed throughout the country 22.2% re-
ported that their husbands had physically abused them
at least once; 5% frequent abuse; 25.5% reported sexual
assaults by their husbands. The study also showed that
there are significant barriers for women seeking protec-
tion and services in case of violence: 13.1% reported
that they had considered calling the police to protect
them from physical violence at home, but only 1.8%
of the interviewed women actually approached police
for help. A similar trend could be observed concerning
medical/health treatment —8.4% said they had needed
medical attention while only 2.7% sought it. Over 90% of
the surveyed sample considered that women should be
more modest and try not to provoke violence and 60%
responded that no matter what happens in the family it
should stay within the family.*®

The data of Sakhli NGO from 2002 (“Violence in the
family — Study of Gender relations”, which explored the
cultural-specific notion of violence) show that 94.8% of
women and men believe that only beating/battering
constitutes domestic violence (no gender differences
were found in terms of defining the concept of domes-
tic violence).

In 2003, Sakhli conducted research on “Gender Aspects
of Family Conflicts” with the stated goal of identifying
reasons for gender-related violence, as well as exam-
ining the links between domestic violence and socio-
economic status, family functioning, conflict resolution
styles, and self-esteem. The sample size was 400 peo-
ple (43.3% female and 56.8% male). The results show
that economic difficulties were the main cause of fam-
ily violence and that men tended to blame women for
domestic violence and vice versa. It was concluded that

Georgia, UNFPA, Thilisi.

13, Tsikhistavi. N.Berekashvili N. (ed.) (2006). Family violence on
Women: Multi-Component research. The Caucasus Women'’s Re-
search and Consulting Network (CWN).Tbilisi



to reduce the tension within families there should be
a clear division of responsibilities between the parties.

Sakhli conducted the project “Domestic Violence — Per-
sonal Profiles”, on the psychological aspects of domes-
tic violence between husbands and wives, in 2005 and
conducted “Domestic Violence — Threat to the Health”,
examining the attitudes of health care professionals re-
garding domestic violence in 2006. 79.5% of respond-
ents acknowledged that domestic violence was a social
problem and 20.5% reported that domestic violence
was a private family problem. 95.2% of respondents did
not report domestic violence in their own homes. 49.4%
of respondents expressed discomfort about discussing
domestic violence with their patients. 56.4% indicated
that discussing domestic violence may offend the pa-
tient. 57.8% reported that the lack of available services
for referring patients hinders them from addressing
domestic violence, and 31.3% reported that the lack of
an appropriate health care policy on domestic violence
hinders them from addressing domestic violence. 62.7%
consider registration of domestic violence cases neces-
sary, and 16.9% consider it not necessary as the social
issues are not addressed and general health care poli-
cies are not in place.'

The baseline study on public opinion on domestic vio-
lence done by the American Bar Association in 2006
clearly shows that domestic violence is not perceived
as something that should be debated outside the family
(75.7%); 26.7% of respondents consider that discuss-
ing the topic is not in line with the Georgian mentality
and 20.5% think that disclosure of the issue is useless
since the problem will still exist within families and it
will not affect its elimination. The absolute majority of
respondents are sure that facts of domestic violence
are concealed from society and the main reason they
name for this is fear of public opinion (80.8%); the ma-
jority (55.5%) think that the reason is in the lack of de-
sire to reveal family problems as this is against of social
norms.®

The Institute for Policy Studies conducted a survey in the
region of Samtskhe-Javakheti. About 16.8% of respond-
ents (14.4% of men and 19.2% of women) indicated that
they know families where husbands beat wives. 15.9%
of respondents (22.2% of men and 9.9% of women) re-

14. Thomas C., Nelson L., Ellingen M., Sumbadze N. (2006). Domestic
Violence and Child abuse in Georgia: An Assessment of Current
Standings of Law and Practice Regarding Domestic Violence and Child
Abuse in Georgia, and Recommendations for Future United Nations
Country Team Involvement. Institute for Policy Studies, Minnesota
Advocates for Human Rights. Thilisi., pp.4

15. ibid. 14, pp.5

sponded that beating a wife could be justified if she had
behaved inappropriately.

In their 2005 study on youth attitudes toward dome-
stic violence, researchers found that while 47.1% of
respondents hold the abuser responsible for domestic
violence, 8% blamed the victim and 32.4% reported that
victims and abusers share responsibility. Additionally,
their 2006 survey on social change included three ques-
tions on attitudes towards domestic violence. The re-
searchers found that while the vast majority (97.6%) of
the population find it unacceptable to physically abuse
elder family members, only 66% found it unacceptable
to physically abuse a wife in case of adultery.®

In 2006 Amnesty International published a compre-
hensive report on government policy’s failure to pro-
tect women from domestic violence and to provide ad-
equate support via the criminal or civil justice system.'’

Marital rape is reported to take place frequently in
Georgia. The CWN 2006 study data says 25.5 per cent
of all women interviewed stated that their husband had
forced them to sexual activity for which they were not
ready at the moment and 4 per cent responded that this
happened frequently!®. Amnesty International reports:
“..There is still no law specifically criminalizing rape in
marriage'®”.

According to medical doctors and policemen inter-
viewed in 2008, married women under 30 should be
considered as a risk group. 35% of medical doctors said
they had treated victims of DV. Police reports, that every
4th case is a case of DV,

Part of Georgian society, unfortunately, still does not
recognize the existence of this problem even - this is
confirmed by the results of the baseline research of the
public opinion on domestic violence conducted in 2006
in Georgia by the American Bar Association (ABA). Spe-
cifically, 75.7% of interviewed individuals consider that
the topic of domestic violence must not be discussed

16. ibid. 14, pp.6

17. Amnesty International (2006). Georgia: Thousands suffering in si-
lence: violence against women in the family. http://www.amnestyu-
sa.org/document.php?id=ENGEUR560092006

18. Tsikhistavi. N.Berekashvili N. (ed.) (2006). Family violence on
Women: Multi-Component research. The Caucasus Women'’s Re-
search and Consulting Network (CWN).Tbilisi

19. Amnesty International (2006) Georgia: Thousands suffering vio-
lence against women in the family. www.wunrun.com

20. Kaze, H., Pettai, |. (2008). Domestic violence and violence against
Women by Survey results of Medical Personnel. Thilisi.

Kaze, H., Pettai, |. (2008). Domestic violence and violence against
Women by Survey results of Police. Thilisi.
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publicly since speaking about family problems is taboo.
According to the opinion of 26.7%, discussing this issue
is not in line with the Georgian mentality; while 20.5%
think that disclosure of the issue is useless since the
problem will still exist within families and it will not af-
fect its elimination®.

In sum, the available data make it clear that focused and
specialized surveys give only a preliminary understand-
ing of the severity of problem in different dimensions.
Still, these studies do contribute to a better understand-
ing of the necessity to address the issue of violence, the
consequences of domestic violence on women social
status, the causes of domestic violence, the impact of
domestic violence of women health, social wellbeing,
and interfamily relations and women’s empowerment.

Legal infrastructure and
institutional issues pertaining to
violence against women in
Georgia

Women in Georgia had the same rights and oppor-
tunities as all women in Soviet Union. According to the
state constitution, women were equal to men, but in
reality they had fewer opportunities. At the same time,
many Western feminists envied Soviet women for their
access to good schooling, medical services and jobs. Day
care centres, almost nonexistent in Western countries
at the time, supported working women. The Soviet gov-
ernment encouraged women to work not for ideological
gender equality reasons, of course, but because Soviet
state needed a whole army of workers to ensure eco-
nomic prosperity for the country. At the political level,
women were underrepresented, but they had quotas
in executive and decision-making bodies. At home, the
traditional image of man as the head of the family and
bread winner and the traditional image of woman as
mother and caretaker of children, as well as double bur-
den for women were prevalent.?

All of the above can be easily applied to independent
Georgia after the Soviet Union (with the exception of
quotas in politics). Article 14 of the Constitution of Geor-
gia states: “All human beings are equal to the law de-
spite of race, skin colour, language, gender/sex, religion,

21. Aladashvili I., Chkheidze, K. (2008). Monitoring of Implementation
of the Action Plan on Elimination of Domestic Violence and Protec-
tion and Support to its Victims

22, Javakhishivli, N., Bregvadze I. (2000), Women Roles at a State and
Family Levels; In: Exploring Gender Issues in the Caucasus Workshop
Materials

political views, national, ethnic, social identity, property
and status, residential area”?. According to national
laws, women have the same right to vote as men and
women have the same right to be elected. But the real-
ity tells us opportunities are not equal for women and
men. Gender analysis of the results of the parliamentary
elections of 2003-2004 showed that only 11.8% of can-
didates were women and only 15.7% of the top ten list
of political parties were women, among them only two
women had the first place and three were in the second
place in party lists®*. Currently, only 6% of members of
the parliament of Georgia are women.

Georgia is a party to international and regional human
rights treaties. Georgia joined CEDAW on 24 September
1994 with no reservations; therefore, Georgia is respon-
sible for fulfilling all parts of the convention. At the 1995
Beijing Conference Georgia joined the countries that
agreed to elaborate action plans for improving the con-
ditions of women and in 2002 Georgia joined the addi-
tional decree of “Convention on Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women”. In addition, Georgia
endorsed an important document: “Millennium Devel-
opment Goals in Georgia” and according to its third
goal, the Georgian government takes responsibility for
ensuring:

1. Gender equality in employment

2. Equal access for women to participate in the politi-

cal sphere and at all levels of government

These two tasks are to be fulfilled by the year 2015. Ac-
cording to a gender expert Tamar Sabedashvili, however,
“there has been no trace of progress so far”?. Indeed,
no activities are being implemented by those respon-
sible for completing the goals, but on the other hand,
thanks to the joint effort of grassroots movements and
international donor organizations’ will, certain steps are
being taken to achieve gender equality in politics.

The Gender Equality Advisory Council was created un-
der the Chairperson of the Parliament of Georgia in Oc-
tober 2004 and supported by the UNDP project “Gender
and Politics in the South Caucasus”?. The Council acted
as a lobbying unit for gender issues elaborating propos-
als and recommendations on national gender policy,
discussing and issuing relevant recommendations, en-
suring gender mainstreamed legislation, cooperating

23. http://www.parliament.ge/files/68_1944_951190_CON-
STIT_27_12.06.pdf

24. Women Political Resource Centre. (2004) Gender Analysis of
2003-2004 Parliamentary elections. Thilisi

25. Sabedashvili T. (2007) Gender and Democratization in Georgia
1991-2006. Thilisi.

26. Official website www.parliament.ge



with international and local organizations working on
gender issues etc. In July 2006 the council developed
the State Concept on Gender Equality. Among other
things, it states the need to encourage “full and equal
participation of women and men in all divisions and at
all levels of government; and support equal participa-
tion of women and men in political parties and their
executive and monitoring structures”?. The positive as-
pect of the council was the fact that it was comprised
of representatives of government, the parliament and
non-governmental organizations working on women'’s
and gender issues.

The Council lead the development of the new law “On
Gender Equality” through a participatory process with
the support of UNDP project”Gender and Politics”. The
new law “On Gender Equality” entered into force from
April of 2010. According to the new legislation, Women
and Men have equal rights in political, economic, social
and cultural lives. The law excludes sexual discrimina-
tion and assures equal access to the education, freedom
of choice of profession, professional promotion. The law
envisages the equality of rights of the spouses, equal
obligations of women and men before children. Men, as
well as women, have equal rights to be the child’s guard-
ian, trustee, and adopter. According to this legislation,
the Council will become a permanent unit at the Parlia-
ment of Georgia.

There is still no entity responsible for gender equality at
the executive branch of the government. The periodic
2-year National Action Plans of Gender Equality are be-
ing developed and adopted by the government, how-
ever they are not implemented in full scope.

In politics, recent local self-government elections show
a decrease in the percentage of women elected (the
first such elections were held in 2000, the second in
2003 and the third in 2006). One of the main reasons,
according to experts, is the fact that men did not realize
importance and power of local self-government bodies
in the first elections, therefore, negative correlation is
apparent: the more men realized the importance of lo-
cal polls, the fewer women were able to obtain seats in
all government bodies?.

Introducing a quota system is not considered seriously
at the leadership level, only some non-governmental
organizations worked on introducing quota system in
the parliament of Georgia, but this initiative failed (in
2004). Other NGOs supported the idea of introducing a

27. www.parliament.ge/files/gender/Conc.pdf
28. International Center of Women Education and Information (2005)
Woman and Power. Thilisi, in Georgian language.

quota system in political parties, but again, this initiative
was nipped in the bud. In general, concept of affirma-
tive action is not welcomed in Georgia. In 2008, NGOs
renewed their effort to introduce a quota system for po-
litical parties, similar to the French model. With support
of international donor organizations, local NGOs man-
aged to collect 30,000 signatures to demand a quota
system, but first the war and then political problems
have hindered discussion of this initiative?.

Overall, there are not equal career opportunities for
men and women; the glass ceiling effect is present in
every state organization and in every sector - educa-
tional, cultural, legislative, health care, business®. Neg-
ative gender stereotypes and traditions still operate in
the country, with mass media and other institutes of
socialization supporting their maintenance. Tradition-
ally: a) the “institution of virginity” is still quite strongly
enforced, especially in regions; b) double standards of
evaluating the morals and behaviour of men and women
are actively applied; c) the main heir of family property
is the man, which makes his wife dependent on him3..

Proceeding from the above, one can conclude that “If
the government is at all worried by the gender equality
problem, it is only within the context of being consistent
with international standards and principles”. 3

The Georgian parliament approved the Law on Elimi-
nation of Domestic Violence, Protection and Support to
its Victims in 2006, although most MPs failed to under-
stand it and even cracked jokes about it. The law un-
derwent a long preparatory process through local non-
governmental organizations supported by international
donors and was finalized within the framework of the
“Gender and Politics in the South Caucasus” project. In
respect to the Law of Georgia on Elimination of Domes-
tic Violence, Protection of and Support to its Victims’,
amendments were made to a number of legislative acts.
Namely, these are: the Administrative Procedure Code,
the Law on Police and the Law on Weapons.

The law introduced the definition of domestic violence
into the Georgian legislation for the first time: “domestic
violence refers to violation of constitutional rights and

29. Javakhishvili, N. 2009 Opposition to Positive Discrimination: Posi-
tions of Students and Non-governmental organizations’ Representa-
tives. In: Journal Politika

30. Khomeriki L. (2002). Gender Equality Issues in Post-Soviet Geor-

gia. In: Democracy in Georgia

31. Javakhishvili, N. Khomeriki, L. (2003). Gender Dimension in Geor-
gia. In: The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Women'’s Issues Worldwide.
Europe. London

32. Sabedashvili T. (2007) Gender and Democratization in Georgia
1991-2006. Thilisi.
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freedoms committed by one family member in relation
to other family member, through physical, psychologi-
cal, economic, sexual abuse or violence, with which the
legal grounds were prepared for issuing protective and
restrictive orders”3,

The Law requires a large-scale prevention effort through
cooperation of government ministries, courts, prosecu-
tors, and other stakeholders. The new Law calls for the
use of administrative, criminal and civil penalties where
appropriate, and provides two new remedies: a protec-
tive order and a restrictive order, to be issued by courts
and police to provide immediate protection for the vic-
tim. The Law requires the establishment of shelter and
social services and requests that the government of
Georgia approve an Action Plan to support these meas-
ures within four months of publication of the new Law?*.

In December 2008, the Presidential Decree established
the advisory and coordination body on DV entitled the
State Inter-agency Council on Domestic Violence (the
Council) to support and strengthen the implementation
of the Law on DV. This step is widely viewed as a demon-
stration of the political will and state commitment to the
elimination of DV. The Council, composed of the repre-
sentatives of the line ministries, international organiza-
tions, and independent experts, is tasked with fostering
the effective implementation of the governmental func-
tions and coordinating the multi-stakeholder efforts in
preventing, eradicating and eliminating all forms of do-
mestic violence.

Furthermore, in December 2008 the Statute of the State
Fund for Protection and Assistance of (Statutory) Vic-
tims of Human Trafficking (hereinafter — State Fund) was
also amended to include in its mandate the work with
victims of domestic violence and implementation of the
respective preventive mechanisms. The State Fund was
established under a presidential decree of 18 July 2006.3°
The adoption of the Law was followed by the elabo-
ration and adoption of the periodic 2-year Action Plans
on Elimination of Domestic Violence, Protection and
Support to its Victims (2007-2008 and 2009-2010). The

33. Aladashvili, I., Kiknadze, Z., Nozadze, N. (2009). UNPFA Regional
Legislative Analysis and Mapping for Regional Partners. Country
Report-Georgia

34. Thomas, C., Nelson, L., Ellingen, M., Sumbadze, N. (2006). DO-
MESTIC VIOLENCE AND CHILD ABUSE IN GEORGIA: An Assessment of
Current Standings of Law and Practice Regarding Domestic Violence
and Child Abuse in Georgia, and Recommendations for Future United
Nations Country Team Involvement. Institute for Policy Studies, Min-
nesota Advocates for Human Rights

35. presidential decree of July 18, 2006, The state fund for victims of
trafficking, protection and support of victims

action plans lay out concrete ways to implement the ar-
ticles of the Law. On the positive note, it is worth men-
tioning, that the practise of assessing the implementa-
tion of the Action Plan has been introduced to inform
the formulation of the next Action Plan3®. Such Assess-
ment Report on implementation of the 2007-2008 Ac-
tion Plan by Irma Aladashvili and Ketevan Chkheidze,
lists a number of activities have not been fully imple-
mented and gives corresponding recommendations for
the next action plan.

The adoption of the law was followed by the need to de-
velop the National Referral Mechanisms for the Victims
of DV (NRM)*. In March, 2009, with the initiative of
the Interagency Coordination Council on DV, and in part-
nership with the Young Lawyers Association of Georgia
(GYLA), UNFPA Georgia co-funded the efforts to develop
the National Referral Mechanisms for the Victims of DV
(NRM), which was adopted by the Inter-Agency Council
in the summer of 2009

The absence of the legislative basis for introduction
and regulating the institute of social workers quali-

fied to deal with domestic violence issues, the lack of
shelters, as envisaged by the Law, as well as insufficient
involvement of the health care system in the preven-
tion and response mechanisms remain a barrier to ad-
equately support victims.

In 2010 UNIFEM Launches with the generous support
of the Swedish International Development Cooperation
Agency (Sida) implementation of the project “Enhanc-
ing Prevention and Response to Domestic Violence” —
ShiEld. In the frame of the project UNIFEM will Support
the State Fund for Protection and Assistance of (Statu-
tory) Victims of Human Trafficking to build two shelters
for DV victims in Thilisi and Gori.

There are number of NGOs, working on the Domestic
Violence issues with relatively extensive experience of
combating domestic violence and implemented many
projects in the field.

The activities of these agencies, as well as other new
and useful information about efforts to end the most

36. With the support of the UNFPA implemented “Combating
Gender-based Violence in the South Caucasus Project”

37. NRM-The action plan for the prevention of domestic violence and
the protection and rehabilitation of victims of domestic violence is a
document for cooperation and mutual agreement between Georgian
State Institutions, international organizations and NGOs working

on the issues of domestic violence. The objective of the National
Referral Mechanism is to determine actions to be taken to prevent
domestic violence as well as to protect and support victims.




endemic forms of violence against women in the region
are easily accessible the Stop Violence Against Women
website (STOPVAW). Advocates for Human Rights de-
veloped this website as a tool for the promotion of
women’s human rights in countries of Central and East-
ern Europe (CEE) and the former Soviet Union (FSU)®,.
This site addresses violence against women as one of
the most pervasive human rights abuses worldwide®.

Statistics on DV

Discussion of domestic violence was taboo in Georgian
society and discussing it outside the family was consid-
ered inadmissible since the disclosure of this topic was
perceived as interference into one’s private life. “How-
ever, gradually, the approach to the issues of domestic
violence altered since it became impossible to disregard
the problem which poses a threat to the safety, health
and life of individuals and families”“°.

Only after the anti-violence Law was adopted did offi-
cial bodies start collecting statistics. Representatives of
the Georgian Young Lawyers Association (GYLA), a non-
governmental organization, studied the efficiency of the
implementation of the law from 2006 to 2008, this peri-
od was divided into two - September 2006 to June 2007
and July 2007 to October 2008 - and studied separately,
however, the data from these two periods are very simi-
lar. The monitoring was carried out in three regions of
Georgia: Thilisi, Imereti region and Shida Kartli region.

The authors of the study conclude that cases of psy-
chological and physical violence are the most common,
while sexual and economic violence are rare. The study
yields interesting results in terms of administering re-
strictive orders by region: while more than 200 such or-
ders were issued in Thilisi, only around 15 were issued
in the regions. The highest number of protective orders
was also issued in Thilisi — about 20 and only 5 in re-

38. STOPVAW was developed with support from and in consultation
with the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM)
and the Open Society Institute’s Network Women’s Programme.

39. http://www.stopvaw.org/Stop_Violence_Against_Women.html
40. Aladashvili, I., Chikhladze, N. (2009). Monitoring of Use of Legisla-
tive Protection Mechanisms Envisaged by the Law on “Elimination

of Domestic Violence, Protection and Support of its Victims”. Young
Lawyers Association, Georgia

gions®. Also, the statistical booklet Women and Men
in Georgia, produced under the UNDP project “Gender
and Politics in South Caucasus”, gives the following num-
bers of victims of domestic violence and perpetrators in
Georgia for years 2007-2008: 320 men are offenders
and 313 women are victims, while 38 women are of-
fenders and 45 men are victims; most of the offenders
and victims are from the age group 25-44%,

These studies dedicated to the topic of domestic vio-
lence in Georgia have examined the scope of domestic
violence as well as attitudes and knowledge about the
problem. According to these studies, reported rates of
violence vary from 5% to 31% of families*.

Objective of the research

The objective of the research is to obtain nationwide
data about violence against women that will enable the
formation of policies and programmes on the state level
to improve and elaborate new policies for combating
gender-based violence more effectively and efficiently.
The overall objective of this survey is to provide reliable
data for all stakeholders for better advocacy of human
rights and women rights, as well as for building demo-
cratic governance in the country.

The current survey is conducted within framework of all
data requirements to obtain the reliability and possibil-
ity of further comparisons in the global context and par-
ticularly in regional - South Caucasus - context.

41. Aladashvili I., Chkheidze, K. (2008). Monitoring of Implementation
of the Action Plan on Elimination of Domestic Violence and Protec-
tion and Support to its Victims

42. Women and Men in Georgia. Statistical booklet (2008). Ministry
of Economic Development of Georgia. Department of Statistics.

43. Thomas, C., Nelson, L., Ellingen, M., Sumbadze, N. (2006). DO-
MESTIC VIOLENCE AND CHILD ABUSE IN GEORGIA: An Assessment of
Current Standings of Law and Practice Regarding Domestic Violence
and Child Abuse in Georgia, and Recommendations for Future United
Nations Country Team Involvement. Institute for Policy Studies, Min-
nesota Advocates for Human Rights
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Chapter 2.

METHODOLOGY

Sophio Chachanidze, Marine Chitashvili

The methodology of the Nationwide Survey on Domes-
tic Violence against Women in Georgia was designed to
ensure the collection of data in the most reliable way.
The research design was composed using a qualitative
and quantitative approach to gain the best understand-
ing of the breadth and essence of the issue. Data on
prevalence of different forms of domestic violence and
its causes and consequences were obtained through-
out the country. Domestic violence is considered a very
sensitive topic for research in terms of both surveys and
qualitative methods. The research team paid special at-
tention to ensuring the safety of respondents, as well
as training and safety for interviewers. The Ethical and
Safety Guidelines developed by the WHO (2001) were
followed though the research development at all stages
of planning, training, field work and data analysis.

Quantitative data focused on gathering reliable data on
different forms of violence for urban and rural settle-
ments, as well as data for the capital and the country
as a whole. The prevalence of the forms of violence is
presented as basic variables, as are age groups, educa-
tion level and socioeconomic status.

Quantitative research methodology sought to collect in-
depth knowledge about the concrete experiences and
practices of domestic violence, perception and opinions
of different groups on domestic violence and vision and
anticipation of policies combating domestic violence by
different institutions and stakeholders involved in ef-
forts to overcome gender-based violence.

Quantitative Research

The quantitative research phase of the project aimed
to obtain data on the prevalence of forms of domestic
violence against women for urban and rural settlements
and for the capital and the country as a whole.

Sample Design

The sample design for Research on Domestic Violence
used a weighted, stratified and multi-staged cluster sam-
ple approach. The major aim of the sample design was
to arrive at estimates of indicators related to violence
against women for the national level as well as urban/
rural strata and Thilisi city centre with an acceptable
(accurate) precision within a defined 95% confidence
interval. It should be noted that Thilisi was considered
as a separate unit. Sampling was based on the Clusters
Database available at the State Department of Statistics
of Georgia® (SDS) and two-listing/updating processes
were performed. Households were selected systemati-
cally within the selected clusters.

Georgia was divided into 21 strata that will enable esti-
mates for the national level, urban/rural and Thilisi. The
initial target survey sample size of 4,720 households is
equally distributed among the 12 regions. Aside from
Thilisi, which is considered one of the 12 regions, the
allocations of urban and rural strata was proportional,
since Thilisi has a negligible number of households con-
sidered rural (39). The urban/rural split in the remaining
11 regions and Thilisi city formed 21 strata. In Georgia,
the distribution of households in the urban and rural

1. The Cluster Database at the statistics department was available for
the research. There are about 16,500 clusters in the database.




areas is approximately even (48/52%). The sample was
equally distributed within urban and rural areas.

The initial target survey sample size of 4,720 house-
holds was equally proportionally distributed among the
strata. The target sample size was calculated as such in
order to ensure the conduct of 1,500 completed inter-
views for both urban and rural settlements, as the WHO
domestic violence study suggested. The household and
individual level non-response was estimated at 80 per-
cent therefore a 0.64 overall initial non-response factor
(0.8*0.8) was applied and it was found that about 2,350
households would be needed for urban/rural. The fixed
cluster size was set at 20 households and 236 clusters
were selected for the study - 118 urban and 118 rural.

The State Department of Statistics of Georgia granted
UNFPA access to the 2002 Census Database. As previ-
ously mentioned, from this database 236 clusters were
selected randomly. Because the census data was report-
edly outdated, a listing exercise took place in each of the
selected clusters whereby listing agents were sent to all
236 sample clusters to do a quick listing.

During the field operation the response rates for Thilisi
were less than the assumed values, therefore in order to
have a sufficient number of completed interviews with
women (about 500) the allocated number of clusters
were added. In other words, initially 55 clusters were
allocated, then an additional 17 clusters selected. So,
the targeted sample size increased from 4,720 to 5,080
households.?

Table 2.1 Research on Domestic Violence , Sample Distribution-Regions

Total No. cluster Number HHs

Strata Urban/Rural  Region selected size selected
clusters HHs by strata

1 urban Adjara 8 20 160

2 urban Guria 2 20 40

3 urban Thilisi (55+17)=72 20 (1100+340)=1440

4 urban Imereti 16 20 320

5 urban Kakheti 6 20 120

6 urban Mtskheta-Mtianeti 2 20 40

7 urban Ratcha-Lechkhumi-Kvemo Svaneti 2 20 40

8 urban Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti 8 20 160

9 urban Samtskhe-Javakheti 4 20 80

10 urban Kvemo Kartli 10 20 200

11 urban Shida Kartli 6 20 120

12 rural Adjara 10 20 200

13 rural Guria 6 20 120

14 rural Imereti 22 20 440

15 rural Kakheti 18 20 360

16 rural Mtskheta-Mtianeti 6 20 120

17 rural Ratcha-Lechkhumi-Kvemo Svaneti 4 20 80

18 rural Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti 16 20 320

19 rural Samtskhe-Javakheti 8 20 160

20 rural Kvemo Kartli 16 20 320

21 rural Shida Kartli 12 20 240

Total 182 5080

2. The detailed table of response rates by region sees in annex 5.

NATIONAL RESEARCH ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN GEORGIA

23



24

Within the 5,080 households, 3,872 household inter-
views were completed successfully and a total of 3,768
women aged 15-49 were found in these households.
2,621 women were selected by the Kish method of “one
woman per household”. 2,391 interviews with women
were completed. 1,188 interviews with women were
completed in rural areas, 1,203 were completed in ur-
ban areas and 500 of them were in Thilisi. The number
of completed interviews with women was less than
planned but for both urban and rural domains there
were more than 1,000 completed interviews.

Sample weights were calculated for strata levels by tak-
ing care of estimated number of household for survey
date, household and women level allocation, and house-
hold and women level non-response correction. A final
procedure of age calibration was also applied to each of
the seven five-year age groups within the 15-49 range
by CONSIDERING OF actual distribution from census
and survey distribution Final sample weights include all
the above factors; weighted analyses were performed.

Survey Questionnaire

The survey questionnaire was designed according to

the requirements of the country based on the question-

naire of the World Health Organization’s “Multi-Country

Study on Women’s Health on Domestic Violence against

Women”.? Two questionnaires were used in the survey —

a household questionnaire and a questionnaire pertain-

ing to the individual women interviewees. The following

information was collected:

® housing characteristics of the households;

® background characteristics of women, marriage his-
tory,

® general and reproductive health of women and chil-
dren's physical and psychological well-being;

® background characteristics and behavioural patterns
of the husband/partner;

® Forms of domestic violence — physical and sexual
violence, emotional and economic violence/abuse
experienced by women during their lifetime, perpe-
trated by husband/partner;

® physical and sexual violence against women by per-
petrators other than intimate partner after age 15;

® sexual abuse before age 15;
women's attitudes toward gender roles and vio-
lence;

3. http://www.who.int/gender/violence/who_multicountry_study/
Annex3-Annex4.pdf. Country modification removed several non-
relevant questions and put additional questions to identify country-
specific causes of domestic violence against women. For full text of
questionnaire see Annex 3.

= violence during pregnancy and injuries due to vio-
lence;

= coping strategies of women who have experienced
the domestic violence.

To identify if a respondent was subjected to sexual vio-
lence before the age 15 without having to reveal their
reply to the interviewer the indirect projective tech-
nique was used. The respondent was given the card
with two faces — smiling and crying and they were asked
to mark the face to identify their inner feeling.

The target population of the survey was women aged
15-49 years. Both marital and non-marital partnerships
(boyfriend, fiancé) were considered. One woman per
household was selected for the individual interview ac-
cording to the Kish method.*

A pre-test conducted in order to ensure the proper
wording of the questionnaire prepared during sum-
mer 2008. The aim for pre-test study was to test the
adapted Georgian version of the internationally applied
questionnaire and develop its final version. Namely, the
questionnaire was checked for: text perception, text
simplicity/relevance, relevant moves, relevant question-
naire format.

Pre-test study

A group of ACT professional interviewers was selected
for conducting the pre-test testing of the survey. These
interviewers had attended a general training regarding
pre-test study. During the pre-test study interviewers
had to fill out the technical report prepared specially
for collecting the following information: to identify the
problematic questions for respondents, to identify the
difficult terms and concepts for respondents; respond-
ents attitudes toward the issue and format of question-
naire and technical consistency.

Within the framework of the pre-test study 50 complet-
ed interviews were conducted Thilisi 10; East Georgia —
Urban (10)/Rural (10); West Georgia — Urban (10)/Rural
(10); The age and marital status proportions of respond-
ents were observed in each segment.

Pre-test study showed that structure of the question-
naire did not bore respondents; the topics followed a
natural progression; the questionnaire did not contain
issues that may cause protest on the part of respond-
ents; respondents were quite interested in the target

4. The Kish method is generally used to ensure the objectivity and
unbiased selection for a survey.




issues. However there were some problems regarding
the terms and concepts to understand as well as trans-
lation of some questions. With consultations of experts
the terms and concepts were replaced with simpler syn-
onyms and translation of questions were edited.

Based on the pre-test study results, the final question-
naire was elaborated.®

Data Collection Activities

Selection and Training of Field Teams: For the field
work 89 ACT field workers received 9-day training as in-
terviewers. The group of trainees included 79 interview-
ers, nine regional supervisors and two fieldwork coordi-
nators. Training was carried out by five academic staff
of CSS and four ACT representatives. The training was
separately provided in two different places: in Kutaisi for
the interviewers of West Georgia fieldwork and in Thilisi
for East Georgia fieldwork staff.

Each training session consisted of four modules: intro-
duction to gender and gender-related issues, including
elaborate sessions on domestic violence; questionnaire/
survey instruments familiarizing and training, sampling
and field activities, ethics of fieldwork, practical exer-
cise. The training educated the interviewers about the
theory and philosophy of gender-based violence as well
as equipped them with practical skills to conduct inter-
views on this extremely sensitive issue in accordance
with the ethics of the research, respecting women with-
out putting them in risk.

A fieldwork manual was developed that included points
to consider during the interview, general rules regarding
the questionnaire and directions regarding questions.
Another part of the manual was for the organization of
field work and supervising.

Field work strategy

According to the WHO methodology and specifications
of the study, ACT designed an original field work plan. A
diversified approach was elaborated for Thilisi, regional
cities and village areas:

5. See annex 3. Questionnaire

(1) Thilisi - During the first week of fieldwork in Thilisi,
one supervisor and two questionnaire revision special-
ists attended interviews in order to revise question-
naires on the spot. From the second week completed
guestionnaires were brought to ACT’s Thilisi office at the
end of each day, where revision specialists together with
a coordinator scrutinized completed questionnaires. In
case of any inaccuracy in the completed questionnaires,
the interviewers had to interview the same respondents
repeatedly second time.

(2) Regional cities / towns — In regional cities/towns,
completed questionnaires were brought to regional of-
fices at the end of each day of fieldwork, where regional
supervisors were revising them. In case of any inaccu-
racy in the completed questionnaires, interviewers were
to interview the same respondents again.

(3) Villages - Fieldwork in villages was conducted with
rented cars. Regional supervisors accompanied each in-
terviewer in the field and revised questionnaires on the
spot.

Field work quality control
methodology

The quality control group was comprised of experienced
and trained ACT staff. Members of the quality control
group were given detailed information about interview-
ers’ routes and, according to the random sampling, visit-
ed specific address to check the validity of the interview
and the consistency of the information obtained from
the respondent.

Only after comparison of quality control results and the
original questionnaire were data entered to the data-
base.

Implementation of fieldwork

activities within the
quantitative component

In the framework of the quantitative survey 5,077 ad-
dresses were visited in total. Detailed results of each
field visit are given in the table below.
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11 HH refused 242
12 Dwelling vacant/not a dwelling 170
13 Dwelling destroyed 16
14 Dwelling not found/inaccessible 99
15 No completes HH absent for extended period 440
16 (No HH member at home) 256
17 (HH respondent postponed visit) 0
18 Entire HH speaks only a language incomprehensible to researchers 2
21 Selected woman refused 93
22 No eligible women in HH 1237
23 HH questionnaire only | (Selected woman not at home) 82
24 (Woman postponed interview) 0
25 Selected woman incapacitated 52
31 Refused to continue 3

Women questionnaire

partially

32 (Rest of interview postponed) 0
41 | Completed 2385

Total Number of Visited HH

5077

Data entry and cleaning

The completed questionnaires were entered into the
SPSS database for further processing. After the insertion
of the data into SPSS format, a data cleaning procedure
was conducted. The data cleaning process included
identification and correction of the following type of er-
rors:

° Skip error

Entry error

Other type of inaccuracy

Data omitted from questionnaire or database
Logical control of variables

The main difficulty of the cleaning procedure concerned
correction of wrong/meaningless values. This problem
was caused by mistakes made by interviewers filling
out the questionnaires and mistakes made by operators
during data entry (incorrectly perceived or entered fig-
ure). Correction of wrong digit figures was carried out
by checking the data on corresponding questionnaires.
As for the mistakes made by interviewers (wrong code),
they were corrected through re-contacting the relevant
respondent.

Data weighing

Based on the demographic data obtained through the
fieldwork, international experts, recruited by UNFPA,
provided ACT Research with guidance for the data-
weighing procedure.

The survey database was weighted based on the data
obtained from the State Department of Statistics of
Georgia according to the strict procedure prescribed in
data-weighting guidance.

Data statistical analysis

Based on the guidance provided by the international
experts and in cooperation with CSS analysts, statistical
processing of the survey data was conducted. An ACT
database specialist prepared frequency tables and cross
tabulations for further analysis.

Qualitative research

The aim qualitative research was to collect the data that
make it possible to identify the core points of violence
on different levels of experience as well as the existence
of different institutions to cope with violence. The ma-
terial collected centred around the following issues:



a) Understanding of the concept of violence by women
and men (perceptions and attitudes, experiences and
coping strategies);

b) Identifying the personal, institutional and cultural
peculiarities of gender-based violence in Georgia

c¢) Identifying country-specific features in order to de-
velop policies for combating gender-based violence.

The qualitative data was collected in focus group discus-
sions and in-depth interviews, as well as two participant
observations. The training for the qualitative research
part was designed specifically for more qualified gradu-
ate students in gender studies from Thilisi State Univer-
sity. Graduate students already had sufficient experi-
ence in fieldwork on gender related issues and were at
the stage of masters’ thesis writing. During there studies
at masters course students were trained in research eth-
ics as well as sensitivity matters of the issue and subjects
of domestic violence. The training for the qualitative re-
search was given in May 2009 and covered qualitative
research methodology and guidelines for interviewing
and each topic was discussed during the interactive
training process. All training was built on role play — one
interviewer, one respondent and a group of observers.
At the end of interview each party shared their thoughts
and identified weaknesses in questions or interviewers’
conduct. There was not any specific training for the
focus group moderator as the experienced academic
(TSU professor) was the only moderator for all 10 focus
groups. The qualitative methodology was used to col-
lect the data in in Samtskhe-Javakheti region within the
frames of UNIFEM-administered UN Trust Fund to End
Violence Against Women funded Project “Interdepart-
mental and Public Measures for Elimination of Fam-
ily Violence in Georgia”. The following organizations:
Women'’s Information Center, International Advisory
Center for Education of Women, Democrat Women’s Or-
ganization, Women’s Hope and “Dynamic Psychology for
Development and Democracy” took part in the project.
Within the above mentioned project 4 focus groups and
9 in-depth interviews were conducted.® Interviewers,
representatives of NGO Women’s Information Center,
who have the experience working with severe abused
women, were trained with masters’ students of Gender
Studies. The collected material was analyzed with UN-
FPA survey data, ’

6. Overall 14 focus groups and 34 in-depth interviews were analyzed.
Anallysis of qualitative research see chapter 7.

7. Moderator for the focus groups in Samtskhe-Javekheti was the
same academic who lead the all 10 focus groups in UNFPA survey
2009.and two employees of NGO Women Infrmation Center were
collecting interviews .

Focus groups:
Data collected within the focus group aimed to collect
first-hand information about the underlying differences
between men’s and women’s of understanding of vio-
lence, practices of domestic violence, experiences of
participants, their perception and coping strategies to-
wards violence and their evaluation and vision about the
services provided to the victims of domestic violence.

Group composition:

e Women — three groups. Selection criteria: rural (2)
and urban (1), age 35-59, vocational or higher edu-
cation, employed and currently unemployed (who
had been working but have been unemployed for at
least five years).

® Men —three groups. Selection criteria: rural (2) and
urban (1), age 35-59, vocational or higher education,
employed and currently unemployed (who had been
working but have been unemployed for at least five
years).

® Experts in domestic violence — three groups. Selec-
tion criteria: Governmental and international NGO
representatives, policy makers (1), local NGO leaders
and policy makers, women activists (2).

® Service providers - three groups. Selection criteria:
professionals — medical doctors, psychologists, social
workers, social agents, lawyers working with victims
in various settings

® Police officers and penitential system officials — two
groups. Selection criteria: police who work on is-
sues of domestic violence; penitential system per-
sonnel who work with women in detention due to
violent behaviour which resulted from domestic vio-
lence.

It should be emphasized that the questions for discus-

sion were slightly modified based on the focus group

category.®

8. Detailed description for topics in focus group discussion see annex 4.
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Table 2.3 - Research on Domestic Violence Against Women in Georgia, Focus group sample

age Urban

Rural *

35-59 women, married (non-abused)

women, married (non-abused)

35-59 men, married (without any criminal record)

men, married (without any criminal record)

experts’ group

government, international NGO, policy makers

local NGO and policy makers, women activists

service providers

social agents, lawyers

medical doctors, psychologists, social workers,

medical doctors, psychologists, social workers,
social agents, lawyers

police and penitential system

violence

police officers working with cases of domestic

professionals who are working with women in
detention due to violent behaviour caused by
domestic violence

* Note: urban/rural criteria apply only to women and men groups.

The members of the focus groups of women and men
were representatives of the same age group, same level
of education and employment/unemployment.

In-depth interviews

The depth interviews were aimed at collecting informa-
tion on women exposed to different types of violence.
The data was collected on women subjected severe
forms of domestic violence as well as on women at risk
of falling victim to domestic violence. Overall 34 inter-
views were conducted.® The sample design for in-depth
interviews was 10 severely abused women in shelters
and out of shelters; 10 IDP, 5 ethnic minority women
(urban and rural), 5 rural women activists working on
issues on domestic violence and 4 rural women.

In-depth interview topics explored perceptions of vio-
lence and causes of domestic violence, coping strategies
individual women use to overcome the problem and
their thoughts on the best way to deal with problem;
perceptions of men in general and violent men/perpe

9. It was planned to conduct 5 in-depth interviews with women in
the detention system who committed violent crimes due to continues
violence within family by their partners were denied to participate in
research by the Ministry of Internal Affairs for security reasons that
were followed after the outbreak in women detention.

trators specifically; and finally access and awareness of
women about supporting institutions and social net-
works. There was slight difference in the format of the
in-depth interview with rural NGO activists.®

Participant observation:

The participant observation sessions were difficult to
hold in Georgia. Only two participant observations (at
a shelter) were conducted instead of the planned six —
two more were planned at a police station and two at
IDP collective centres equipped with social or health-
care services. The Ministry of Internal Affairs did not
give the researchers access to police stations. None of
the collective housing centres in Thilisi had social or
healthcare services on site at the time of research. The
aims of the participant observation were to identify cul-
turally sensitive aspects of gender-based violence and
evaluate the performance of service providers and ben-
eficiaries in conflict situations based on gender-biased
cultural stereotypes and value-based approaches.!

10. Detailed description of in-depth interview themes see annex 4.
11. Collected material is not of sufficient quality to draw a reliable
conclusion, see chapter 7.




Chapter 3.

HOUSEHOLD POPULATION AND
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE

RESPONDENTS

Sophio Chachanidze

In this chapter, background socio-demographic charac-
teristics of households and women interviewed in the
survey are examined using data derived from answers
given in the questionnaires of the Gender-Based Vio-
lence Survey in Georgia. In addition to describing the
survey population, the examination of background so-
cio-demographic characteristics of interviewed women,
especially of household population, bears out that the
survey sample was appropriately selected.

Household Population and
Household Composition

The population pyramid based on age distribution of
household members in the survey presented in the fig-
ure below provides important information about current
age and gender structure of the Georgian population.
Some demographic trends might be observed in this

NATIONAL RESEARCH ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN GEORGIA

data. The pyramid shows a declining fertility rate over
the last two decades but this trend seems to have sta-
bilized over the past several years. The small size of the
middle aged population seems to have been caused by
the high migration rate of this age group, which is borne
out by other surveys as well.

According to the survey results, only one fifth (19.5%)
of the Georgian population is under the age of 15 and
the picture is uniform across rural and urban areas. The
proportion of elderly people (aged 65 and over) in the
total population is 9.9%. This proportion is higher in ru-
ral areas - a fact probably related to the migration of
young people from rural to the urban settlements. As
the result of migration process, the share of the middle
age population (from 15 to 65) is higher in urban areas
and especially in the capital. Therefore the economi-
cally productive segment is more concentrated in urban
settlements.
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Figure 3.1 Population Pyramid

50-54

45-49

40-44

35-39

30-34

25-29

20-24

15-19

10-14

will s [ wlwlw w
XX X B B B X

2%
4% 5%

% 4%

3

4%
4%
3% 4%
5%
5% 5%
4%
3%
3% 3%

75-79 1%
70-74 Male 2% Female
65 - 69 2%
60-64 2%
55-59 2%

Table 3.1 Age Distribution of Household Population

Per cent distribution of household population by age group, according to the place/
type of residence, Georgia 2009

Place of Residence
Rural Urban Thilisi Total
0-14 19.9 19.8 18.3 19.5
15 - 64 68.2 71.6 74.7 70.6
65 + 11.9 8.6 7.0 9.9
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number 5959 3109 2080 11148

Table 3.2 shows quantitative information on the interviewed households and de facto household population living in
the households covered by the National research on domestic violence against women in Georgia 2009. For urban
areas, including the capital, the most common household size is four members, while in rural areas the average size
of the household is five members. Also, small size households with only one or two members are common in urban
settlements, especially Thilisi.
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Table 3.2 Household Composition
Per cent distribution of households by household size, according to the place/type of residence, Georgia 2009
Number of HH members Rural Urban Thilisi Total
1 0.3 0.9 2.9 1.1
2 3.5 7.2 10.2 6.2
3 11.3 16.9 20.2 15.1
4 22.5 31.7 30.6 27.2
5 26.4 21.5 18.7 23.1
6 20.8 12.9 10.4 15.9
7 9.2 6.7 4.6 7.4
8 3.0 0.9 1.9 2.1
9 1.4 0.7 0.0 0.8
10 1.2 0.6 0.3 0.8
11 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0
12 0.4 0.1 0.2 0.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Unweighted number of Households 1188 703 500 2391
Mean size 5.06 4.46 4.15 4.66

According to the survey data, 46% of total households live in rural areas. From urban households about half (25%)
are concentrated in the capital. As for the population, due to the bigger size of households, more than half of the
population (53%) is concentrated in rural settlements; and just 19% of the population lives in the capital.

Table 3.3 Number of Households and Household Population
Percentage distribution of households and household population according to place/type of residence
Georgia 2009
Number of Households Number of Population
Weighted | Weighted Unweighted Weighted Weighted Unweighted

per cent number Number per cent Number Number
Rural 46 1104.8 1188 53 1104.8 5959
Urban 29 697.1 703 28 697.1 3109
Thilisi 25 589.1 500 19 589.1 2080
Total 100 2391.0 2391.0 100 2391.0 11148.0

Background Characteristics of Respondents

Tables 3.4 and 3.5 provide information on percentage distribution of women aged 15-49 interviewed for the of
Gender-Based Violence Survey in Georgia by some background characteristics and weighted and unweighted obser-
vations.

The survey shows that a small minority of women respondents (0.5%) aged 15-49 have no education at all; about the
tenth of women (9.8%) have incomplete secondary education. It is noteworthy that every third woman (33.2%) aged
15-49 in Georgia has received a higher education, while every fourth woman has received a vocational (professional)
education — 25.4%.
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As for marital status, 27% of women said they had never been married while about 5% were widowed or divorced.
The majority of women (68%) in Georgia were married at the time of the survey.

Table 3.4 Background characteristics of the respondents — 1
Per cent distribution of women according to education and marital status
Georgia, 2009
Background characteristics Per cent Unweighted number of women
Education
No education 0.5 [11]
Incomplete secondary 9.8 193
Complete Secondary 311 731
Technical 254 656
Higher 33.2 800
Marital Status
Never married 27 530
Currently married 68 1722
Widowed 2 57
Divorced/separated 3 82
Total 100 2391

As for place/type of residence, the survey shows that 46.2% of women live in rural areas, and about a fourth (24.6%)
are Thilisi residents.

Table 3.5 Background characteristics of the respondents — 2
Per cent distribution of women by the place/type of residence and age
Georgia, 2009
Background characteristics Weighted per cent Unwe(iﬁl;t’z::::mber Weiil;t‘:ir:::ber
Type of residence
Rural 46.2 1188 1104.8
Urban 29.2 703 697.1
Thilisi 24.6 500 589.1
Age
15-24 29.8 712 515
25-34 27.1 649 718
35-44 30.0 717 716
45-49 13.1 313 442
Total 100.0 2391 2389
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Chapter 4.

PREVALENCE OF VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN

Nino Javakhishvili

Violence by Husbands and
Intimate Partners

The prevalence of violence against women was stud-
ied in a number of questions in this survey. The study
sought to find information about the prevalence of
physical, sexual, emotional and economic violence and
acts intended to control women’s behaviour by either
their husbands or partners, or by non-partners. These
forms of violence are broken down into sub-forms and
studied separately. Attitudes of women towards these
forms of violence are also studied. The research also
sought to find out whether women were subjected to
these forms of violence during the past 12 months and
they were under 15 years of age.

Answers to these questions are provided in percentages

according to five background variables.

e Independent income (two groups are given: women
who earn money by themselves and those who do
not)

® Age of respondents (four groups are given: group |
-15-24 years old, group Il - 25-34 years old, group Il
- 35-44 years old, group IV — 44-49 years old)

® Education (four groups are given: incomplete sec-
ondary education, secondary education, secondary-
technical education and high education)

® Place of residence (three groups are given: residents
of rural area, residents of urban area and residents
of Thilisi, the capital city of Georgia).

® Marital status (two groups are given: married and
unmarried)

Physical and Sexual Violence

A relatively small number of women in Georgia ac-
knowledged being victims of physical or sexual violence.
Overall, 6.9% of women reported having experienced
physical violence. Of them, 2.6% reported having expe-
rienced moderate physical violence and 4.3% reported
having experienced severe physical violence. At the
same time results showed that in Georgia 9.1% women
who have ever been married/or had an intimate partner
have experienced violence from their husbands/part-
ners. This means that one of every 11 women in a mar-
riage or serious relationship has been a victim of physi-
cal or sexual violence.

Place of residence, level of education, marital status and
earning potential turned out to be significantly linked to
experience of physical violence. Age is a separate issue:
out of the four age groups, only two age groups yielded
significant results. The data is presented in table 4.1.

3.9% of women reported having experienced sexual
violence. Of those having reported sexual violence 64%
were married and 37% were unmarried; the vast major-
ity of these unmarried women - 32.6% said they do not
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have partner and are not involved in sexual relations ei-
ther. Also, 0.7% of women said they were forced to have
sex the first time they had sex.

Acts of physical violence

Moderate and severe acts of physical violence are stud-

ied in the survey. Out of the various forms of physical

violence experienced, women admit to having experi-

enced two of them:

® Gettingslapped, or hurt by having something thrown
at her - 6.8% - moderate violence

® Getting hurt by a punch or hit with something else —

3.9% - severe violence

® Pushed, or shoved, or pulled by hair — 2.9% - moder-
ate violence

® Kicked, dragged, or beaten up — 2.0% - severe vio-
lence

® Choked or burnt — 1.6% - severe violence

® Threatened with — or actually hurt with - a gun, knife
or other weapon—1.0% - severe violence

Of the forms of physical violence reported, only one -
getting slapped or hurt by having something thrown
at her - provided significant results according to back-
ground variables. The data is presented in table 4.1:

Table 4.1: Physical violence experienced by women.
Percentage of women who experienced physical violence according to background variables and
percentage of women who experienced one form of physical violence - getting slapped, or hurt by throwing
something on her - by background variables.
Georgia, 2009
. . Unweighted Getting slappe.d, Unweighted
Physical violence hurt by throwing
Number . Number
something
Place of residence
capital 32.1 34 31.6 34
rural 36.9 50 37.8 50
urban 30.9 38 30.6 38
Age
15-24 - -
25-34 32.2 39 30.3 39
35-44 43.0 49 43.9 49
45-49 - -
Education
secondary 27.8 36 27.3 32
technical 334 43 32.2 38
higher 21.1 26 22.0 26
Independent income
yes 28.5 90 27.9 35
no 71.5 37 72.1 87

Data on various forms of physical violence by frequency
of occurrence either during or before the last 12 months
did not yield any significant results, meaning that al-
most equal percentage — 3.9% - of women experienced
violence either during or before the last 12 months. Ei-
ther during the past 12 months, or before the past 12

months, the largest proportion of women report that
these cases have happened a few times. The wording
“a few times” is quite vague in the Georgian language:
it might mean anything, including many times. Presum-
ably, this answer was used by some for not selecting the
“many times” option.



Acts of sexual violence

Questions about three forms of sexual violence were

posed to the respondents of the study:

® 3.5% of women had sexual intercourse they did not
want to

® 3.0% of women had sexual intercourse they did not
want to because they were afraid of the man’s reac-
tion

® 1.0% of women were forced to do something sexual
that they found degrading or humiliating

Data on various forms of sexual violence by frequency
of occurrence either during or before the last 12 months
did not yield any significant results, meaning that almost
equal percentage — 1.95% - of women experienced sex-
ual violence either during or before the last 12 months.
Similar to physical violence, in most of the cases ei-
ther during the past 12 months, or before the past 12
months, the largest proportion of women reported that
they had been victimized a “few times”.

Physical and sexual violence

The data show that physical violence is more frequent
than sexual violence: 6.9% of women reported physi-
cal and 3.9% of women reported sexual violence, while
2.3% of women said they had experienced both.

There is no significant difference in the prevalence of
physical and sexual violence according to place of resi-
dence: women from rural and urban areas and the capi-
tal city show similar trends — around 2% everywhere re-
port both physical and sexual violence.

There is no significant difference in prevalence of physi-
cal and sexual violence according to education of wom-
en; nor is there much difference from the standpoint of
whether they earn money by themselves or not.

Sexual violence is more frequently experienced together
with physical violence, rather than physical violence to-
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gether with sexual violence:

e Out of those, who reported having experienced
physical violence, 33.7% reported having experi-
enced sexual violence;

® Out of those, who reported to have experienced
sexual violence, 60.6% reported having experienced
physical violence.

These findings indicate that when encountering cases
of sexual violence against a woman, one should expect
that she experienced physical violence as well.

Emotional violence/abuse

14.3% of women report having experienced emotional

violence. In most of the cases they were subjected to

several forms of emotional violence:

® 13.9% of women reported that her partner insulted
her and made her feel bad about herself

® 5.3% of women said that their partner belittled or
humiliated her in front of others

® 5.1% of women said that their partner did things to
scare or intimidate her on purpose

® 3.8% of women said that their partner threatened to
hurt her or someone she cares about

Data on emotional violence, as well as data on various
forms of emotional violence by frequency of occur-
rence, either during or before the last 12 months did
not yield significant results, meaning that almost equal
percentage — 7.15% - of women experienced violence
either during or before the last 12 months.

Almost 12% of women with incomplete secondary edu-
cation report having been subjected to emotional vio-
lence, while about 24% of women with complete sec-
ondary education and 32% of women with higher and
technical education report having been subjected to
emotional violence. This means that education is a fac-
tor. These data suggest that the more educated women
are, the better able they are to recognize emotional vio-
lence.
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Below significant data on emotional violence according to background variables are presented:

Table 4.2: Emotional violence experienced by women.
Percentage of women who experienced emotional violence according to background variables.
Georgia, 2009
Emotional violence Unweighted Number
Place of residence
Capital 33.8 76
Rural 36.2 99
Urban 30.0 77
Age
15-24 -
25-34 27.7 74
35-44 48.1 112
45-49 14.7 48
Education
Incomplete secondary 11.9 29
secondary 23.9 63
technical 32.0 82
higher 32.3 78
Independent income
yes 29.6 73
no 70.4 179

Economic violence/abuse

Economic violence was measured by three questions: 1.
Were they able to spend the money they earn by them-
selves? 2. Had their husbands/partners ever taken their
earnings or savings from them against their will? and 3.
Had their husbands/partners ever refused to give them
money for household expenses, even when they have
money for other things?

6.0% of women said they have to give some of the
money they earn to their husband/partner and 0.8% of
women said they have to give all the money they earn to
their husband/partner.

4.7% of women admitted that their husbands/partners
took their earnings against their will. Of this group:

® 2.2% of women said her husband/partner took her
earnings or savings from her against her will once or
twice

® 1.8% of women said her husband/partner took her earn-
ings or savings from her against her will several times

® 0.7% of women said her husband/partner took her
earnings or savings from her against her will many
times

5.1% of women said their husbands/partners refused
to give them money for household expenses. Out of
them:

® 4.2% of women said her husband/partner refused
several times to give her money for household ex-
penses, even when he has money for other things

® 0.9% of women said her husband/partner refused
many times to give her money for household ex-
penses, even when he has money for other things

Earning potential is significantly related to cases of eco-
nomic violence, but, in total, three times more women
with independent income answered “no” to the above
question. The same can be said about marital status of
the respondents: 97% of married women and only 3%
living with a partner and unmarried women answered
“no” to the above question.

Acts intended to control women

Besides physical, emotional, sexual and economic forms
of violence, there are other forms which are grouped
under the umbrella of acts of control. 35.9% of women
reported having experienced acts intended to control
their behaviour by their husbands or partners. These



women experienced various forms of control by their
partners:

® 29.0% reported her partner tries to restrict her con-
tact with her family;

® 11.6% reported her partner expects her to ask his
permission before seeking health care for herself;

® 11.1% reported her partner gets angry if she speaks
with another man;

® 5.5% reported her partner is often suspicious that
she is unfaithful;

® 4.0% reported her partner tries to keep her from
seeing her friends;

® 3.9% reported her partnerignores her and treats her
indifferently;

® 3.8% reported she has given up/refused a job for
money because her husband/partner did not want
her to work;

® 2.4% of women reported her partner insists on
knowing where she is at all times;

® 1.4% of women said her husband or partner prevented
her from attending a meeting or participating in an or-
ganization.

60% of those with incomplete secondary education ad-
mitted to having experienced acts intended to control
their behaviour by their husbands or partners, while
around 35% of those having complete secondary, tech-
nical, or higher education acknowledged having experi-
enced acts intended to control their behaviour by their
husbands or partners. Education level does matter only
up to the point of secondary education level.

Of those who reported having experienced acts in-
tended to control their behaviour by their husbands or
partners, 76.6% do not earn money by themselves while
23.4% do. Earning potential does matter.

The highest proportion of women having experienced
acts intended to control their behaviour by their hus-
bands or partners - 36.5% - comes from the 35-44 age
group of respondents, then comes the 25-34 age group
- 30.9%, followed by the youngest age group 15-24 —
18.1%, and the lowest proportion is within the oldest
age 45-49 group - 14.5%

Violence in the woman’s own fam-
ily in her childhood

Research shows that having been exposed to violence
during early years affects women’s lives. Women were

asked whether their mothers were hit by their fathers or
boyfriends and whether the women saw this violence.

3.2% of women said her mother was hit by her father (or
her husband or boyfriend) when she was a child. Of the
3.2%, who reported acts of violence against her mother:
® 66.7% - were present, i.e. saw or heard the violence
® 33.3% - were absent

Women’s attitudes toward gender
roles and violence

A number of questions were posed to women to find
out their attitudes towards violence and gender roles.
The attitudes of the women will shed more light on their
reactions to acts of violence. For example, knowing the
coping styles of our respondents helps predict their re-
action to acts of violence experienced.

Coping

® 78.3% of women think that family problems should
only be discussed within a family;

® 52.1% of women think that if a man mistreats his
wife, others outside the family should not intervene;

® 30.7% of women think that family abuse is a private
affair and the law should not interfere.

Out of 78.3% of women who think that family problems
should only be discussed within a family, 48.0% are ru-
ral, 30.3% - urban and 21.7% from Thbilisi.

All these data show attitudes of women towards cop-
ing with problems. Comparative analysis of these three
questions shows that some women do not classify DV
as a family problem: out of those who think that fam-
ily problems should be discussed only within a family,
30.5% think that when a man mistreats his wife, others
should not intervene, but out of those who do not think
that family problems are only a family matter, almost
the same proportion, 31.1%, think that others should
not interfere.

Obedience

Respondents who think that husbands are the heads of
their families and women should obey their husbands -
including in choosing friends, having sex with their hus-
bands contrary to their wish and being beaten by their
husbands - will probably not qualify acts of physical,
sexual, emotional and economic violence as violence.
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® 58.3% of respondents believe a woman should be
able to choose her own friends even if her husband
disapproves;

® 50.7% of women think that a good wife obeys her
husband even if she disagrees;

® 44.9% of women believe it is important for a man to
show his wife/partner who is the boss in a family;

® 34.1% of women think husbands are justified in
beating their wives in certain cases;

® 16.0% of women think it is the wife’s obligation to
have sex with her husband even if she doesn’t feel
like it.

Place of residence of the respondents brings in addi-
tional information to the data on the above questions:
the least percentage of women from Thilisi, 14.5%, think
women should obey their husbands, a larger percent-
age of women from urban areas — 27.7% think women
should obey their husbands and the largest percentage
of women - 57.8% - from rural areas think they should
obey their husbands.

Of the 44.9% of women who think that it is important
for a man to show his wife/partner who is the boss in
a family, 55.3% are rural, 26.3% - urban and 18.4% are
from Thilisi. Of 16.0% of women who think wives are
obliged to have sex with their husbands, 57.3% are ru-
ral, 25.6% - urban and 17.2% - from Tbilisi. Therefore,
regarding residential area, rural women are the most
obedient to their husbands wishes, urban women are
less obedient and women from the capital — the least
obedient.

Figure 4.1 Percentage of women who think that a wife is
obliged to have sex with her husband even if she doesn’t
feel like it according to place of residence, Georgia, 2009
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Education also plays a role: the more educated respond-
ents are, the less likely they are to think women should
obey their husbands:

Figure 4.2 Percentage of women who think that a wom-
an should obey her husband according to level of educa-
tion, Georgia, 2009
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61.4% of those with higher education do not think it is
important for a man to show his wife/partner who is the
boss in the family, and the percentage of those think-
ing the same way decreases together with the level of
education:

Figure 4.3 Percentage of women who think that a hus-
band should show that he is the boss in the family by
level of education, Georgia, 2009
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The percentage of women who think that it is a wife’s
obligation to have sex with her husband even if she
doesn’t feel like it decreases as the level of education
increases:




Figure 4.4 Percentage of women who think that a wife is
obliged to have sex with her husband even if she doesn’t
feel like it according to level of education, Georgia, 2009
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The percentage of women who think that they can
refuse their husbands sex if they do not want it, increas-
es as the level of education increases:

Figure 4.5 Percentage of women who think that a wom-
an can refuse her husband sex if she does not want it
according to level of education, Georgia, 2009
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Women who have earning potential are more independ-
ent in relations with their husbands. A lower percentage
of those who earn money by themselves - 43.3% - agree
that a wife should obey her husband, than those who do
not earn money by themselves — 53.0%.

39.3% of those independently earning money think it is
important for a man to show his wife/partner who is the
boss in a family. 46.8% of those not earning money think
it is important for a man to show his wife/partner who
is the boss in a family.

34.1% of women think husbands are justified in beating
their wives in certain cases. The top circumstances they
list are:

® He finds out that she cheated on him — 28.5%
® He suspects that she is unfaithful — 4.0%

® She disobeys him—3.1%

® She does not complete her household work to his
satisfaction — 1.5%

® She refuses to have sex with him - 1.4%

® She asks him whether he has other girlfriends — 0.6%

Most of the respondents do not approve of beating in
any circumstances, but those who do mainly say it is ac-
ceptable in case of cheating - 28.5% - and in case the
husband suspects his wife is cheating — 4.0%. Other
reasons for a husband to beat his wife received support
from a very low percentage of respondents.

Of those who justify beating, 57.9% of respondents also
think that a man should show his wife who is the boss in
a family. Out of those who think that a man should show
his wife who is the boss in a family, 43.9% justify beat-
ing by husbands and of those, who do not think that a
man should show his wife who is the boss in a family,
26.2% justify beating by a husband. Thus, attitudes are
related: those who agree that a man should be the boss
and should show this are more likely to agree that a man
can beat his wife.

Only 16.0% of women think it is a wife’s obligation to
have sex with her husband even if she doesn’t feel like
it. The reasons for refusing to have sex were provided.
A married woman can refuse to have sex with her hus-
band if:

e Wife does not want to—81.5%

Husband is drunk — 82.4%

Wife is sick - 90.1%

Husband mistreats her - 88.1%

In terms of obedience, it is not very clear what women
regard as being obedient to their husbands, as most of
them apparently would not agree to have sex with their
husbands if they do not want to, but generally think that
they should obey their husbands. Of the women who
think they should obey their husbands, 24.4% also agree
to have sex when they do not want to. Of the women
who do not think they should obey their husbands, 6.9%
agree to have sex when they do not want to. This cross
tabulation shows that women do not apply being obedi-
ent to all situations in terms of relations with their hus-
bands.

Attitudes regarding justification of beating and the no-
tion of the man being head of the family are related:
those who agree that a man should be the boss and
should show this tend to agree that a man can beat his
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wife. Of women who think it is a wife’s obligation to
have sex with her husband even if she does not want
to, 53.3% justify beating by husbands; whereas when a
woman does not think it is a wife’s obligation to have sex
with her husband even if she does not want to, 30.3%
justify beating by husbands. These attitudes are related:
obedient wives justify beating more than “disobedient”
ones.

The respondents were given a list of statements to find
out whether they understand these situations as cases
of gender-based violence. The data provided shows that
the majority of respondents perceive the activities listed
as violence:

93.4% - husband abuses his wife physically

89.9% - husband forces his wife to have sex with him

89.0% - husband humiliates his wife publicly

81.3% - husband does not allow his wife to work

80.5% - husband threatens wife verbally (with di-

vorce, or injury)

® 79.7% - husband abuses wife verbally (defamation,
slander, shouting)

® 68.4% - husband refuses to give his wife money

Physical abuse most widely acknowledged as a form of
violence, public humiliation and forced sex are regarded
as violence by almost an equal number of women; a
quite high percentage of women consider being able to
work a very important issue and therefore, consider it
to be violence if a husband does not allow her to work.
In terms of forms of violence, the highest percentage of
women would regard physical, then sexual, then emo-
tional and then economic forms as violence.

Women’s attitudes towards
physical and sexual violence and
the correlation with having
experienced violence

Of those women (6.9%) who have experienced physical
violence in any form, 45.9% think that a man has a good
reason to hit his wife. Out of those women who have
not experienced physical violence in any form (93.1%),
36.3% think that a man can be justified in hitting his
wife.

These data show that a higher proportion of women
subjected to violence justify violence than do women
who have never been victims.

Violence against women by perpe-
trators other than husbands or
partners (Overall prevalence of
non-partner violence since age 15
and comparison with partner vio-
lence)

Questions were asked in this survey to find out whether
women are subject to physical and sexual violence by
perpetrators other than their husbands or partners.

Physical violence after age 15 by
non-partners

Only 2% of women report they have been beaten or
physically mistreated in any way by someone other than
their husbands/partners since the age of 15 years. The
answers of these 2% of respondents are distributed into
many small percentages to various family members and
relatives. While 6.9% of women report physical violence
by the husband or partner, only 2% of women report
physical violence by non-partners.

Sexual violence after age 15
(according to partner and
non-partner perpetrators)

® 0.1% of women report that they were forced to have
sex or to perform a sexual act when they did not
want to since the age of 15 years by another male
family member

® 0.1% of women report that they were forced to
have sex or to perform a sexual act when they did
not want to since the age of 15 years by a stranger

3.9% of women report sexual violence by her husband
or partner, only 0.2% of women report sexual violence
by non-partners. 2.3% of women experienced both
physical and sexual violence by husbands and partners,
while 1.9% of women experienced both physical and
sexual violence by non-partners.

Sexual abuse before age 15

Two questions addressed the issue of sexual abuse be-
fore age 15 - one of them directly asked respondents




whether they have been subjected to sexual abuse. The
other one was asked at the end of the interview: the
interviewer would show a card with the smiling face of
a girl and another of a girl with a sad face, and then ask
respondents to mark any of these faces and put the card
in an envelope, so that the interviewer would not see
the card.

No woman reported that any one in her family ever
touched her sexually, or made her do something sexual
that she didn’t want to before the age of 15 years. 6.5%
of women marked a sad face, meaning that at some
point someone has touched her sexually, or made her
do something sexual that she didn’t want to before she
was 15 years old and 93.5% of women marked the hap-
py face as a sign that this has never happened to them.
Comparing answers of the indirect question to answers
of the direct question about experiencing sexual vio-
lence under age 15 shows that women admit being vic-
tims of DV indirectly, but not directly - 6.5% versus 0%.

Discussion

The data on forms of domestic violence provided the
following results: 35.9% of women reported having ex-
perienced various acts intended to control their behav-
iour by their husbands or partners; 14.3% of women re-
ported to have experienced emotional violence by their
husbands or partners; 6.9% of women acknowledged

being victims of physical violence by their husbands or
partners; 6% of women reported having experienced
economic violence by their husbands or partners; 3.9%
of women acknowledged being victims of sexual vio-
lence by their husbands or partners.

According to the survey data, an even lower percentage
of women are subjected to physical and sexual violence
by other perpetrators — i.e. non-partners. Also, the per-
centage of physical and emotional violence is the high-
est with residents of the capital city.

As many studies worldwide have shown, victims are
hesitant to disclose information, so actual the actual
prevalence of DV should be higher than reported. With
the given data it is interesting to look at the distribu-
tion of percentages of women acknowledging having
been subjected to different forms of DV. Acts intended
to control behaviour are reported by the highest per-
centage of women because these are probably the least
shameful to disclose. Indeed, it is easier to admit that a
husband or a partner tries to restrict a woman'’s contact
with her family of birth and her friends, than the fact
that her husband beats her, or makes her do something
sexual that she finds degrading or humiliating, or insults
her and makes her feel bad about herself. The highest
percentage of women named physical, then sexual,
then emotional violence, then acts intended to control
behaviour and then economical forms as violence.

Scheme 4.1 Forms of DV reported, as experienced by respondents, and forms of DV considered by respondents to

constitute “violence”. Georgia, 2009

Reported forms of DV:

acts intended to control behaviour
emotional abuse

physical abuse

economic abuse

sexual abuse

Data on the various forms of physical and sexual vio-
lence show that victims are never subjected to single
forms of violence - they instead experience a number of
forms together.

The interesting result from Georgia is that 32.6% re-
ported they have never had sexual relationships. As was
mentioned in Chapter 1 of the report, the “institution
of virginity” is still strong among Georgians and many
women do not admit to having had sexual relations be-
cause family and broader community opinion is very
important for them as members of a collectivist society.

Forms of DV considered as violence:
physical abuse

sexual abuse

emotional abuse

acts intended to control behaviour

economic abuse

In terms of reaction to violence, the data show that
women who have been subjected to violence them-
selves are more likely to justify domestic violence than
women who have never been victimized. Also, women
from Thilisi and other cities of Georgia say they would
choose a more active coping strategy than women from
rural areas of the country. Around 35% of women would
follow a passive coping strategy in cases of DV — just dis-
cuss it within a family or do not discuss it at all; 34.1%
of women say a husband is justified in beating his wife
in certain cases. Women say they are not obedient to
their husbands in all situations. They maintain that a
wife should generally obey her husband, but can refuse
to have sex with him.
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Chapter 5.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN AND HEALTH
CONSEQUENCES THEREOF

Marine Chitashvili, Luiza Arutiunov

The damage wrought on women'’s physical and mental
health by domestic violence clearly show that the issue
must be considered a problem that must be urgently ad-
dressed, one that is directly linked to public health and
indirectly linked to social welfare and equality issues.
The research shows that women who have experienced
physical and sexual violence give overall poorer assess-
ments of their own health compared to those who have
never experienced such violence (WHO, 2005). Women
self-reporting on general and mental health problems
include a wide range of indirect effects of physical and
sexual violence which particularly affect their social and
psychological well-being.

Injuries due to violence

The questionnaire collected data on the health of wom-
en in Georgia who have experienced physical and sexual
violence by their intimate partners. The respondents
were asked several questions about the injuries they
suffered due to that violence, frequency and types of
injuries.

The results showed that in Georgia 9.1% women who
have ever been married/or had an intimate partner
have experienced violence from their husbands/part-
ners. This means that one of every 11 women in a mar-
riage or serious relationship has been a victim of physi-
cal or sexual violence. Table below shows percentage of
women injured as a result of physical or sexual violence
by intimate partner(s), according to type of residence,
age, education level and income, (Table 5.1)




Table 5.1 injuries due to violence
Percentage of women injured as a result of physical or sexual violence by intimate partner(s),
according to type of residence, age, education level and income,
Georgia 2009
Number of women experienced
Background characteristics Injured women physical or sexual violence
(unweighted)
Type of residence
Urban 36.2 [21]
Rural 35 [17]
Thilisi 32.6 [14]
Age groups
15-24 12 [10]
25-34 28 [24]
35-44 45 38
45-49 15 [13]
Education
Incomplete secondary 30.8 [8]
Complete secondary 31.7 [13]
Technical 38.3 [18]
Higher 37.1 [13]
Independent income
Yes 42.9 [18]
No 315 34
Georgia 347 52

In total, 34.7% of women who have experienced violence have been injured by their husbands/partners.

Figure 5.1
Percentage of women who have been ever injured as a result of physical or sexual violence, grouped according to
their independent income, Georgia, 2009

in your life, have you ever been injured by your
husband(s)/partner(s)?

80
70 676 647
57,1 5
B do you earn money by yourself?
No
B do you earn money by yourself?
Yes
total
0,9 0 0,7
yes no don't know
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The proportion of women who have been injured and
those who have not does not vary much based on
whether the woman has her own source of income, or
she does not. Out of women earning money by them-
selves 42.9% said they had been injured while 57.1%
said they had not. For women who don’t have their own
income, these figures stood at 31.5% and 67.6%, respec-
tively.

Place of residence (capital, urban, rural) does not cor-
relate to any difference in percentage of women experi-
encing the physical and sexual violence.

The age of women shows some tendencies on inju-
ries due to violence in Georgia. The highest percent-
age (45%) is observed in age group 35-44, then the age
group 25-34 follows. The same indicator decrease in
other age groups (12% in age group 15-24 and 15% in
age group 45-49)

No consistent difference was found between the re-
spondents according to level of education. Still, there is
a tendency for a higher percentage of women who have
technical (injured due to violence reporting 38.3%)* and
higher education (IDVR 37.1%) having been injured by
their husbands/partners, than women with secondary
(IDVR 31,7%) or incomplete secondary education (IDVR
30,8%).

The questionnaire collecting data on the health of
women in Georgia who have experienced physical and
sexual violence from their intimate partners asked sev-
eral questions about the injuries due to that violence,
frequency and types of injuries.

1. Injured due to violence reporting - IDVR

Table 5.2 Number of injuries as a result of violence
Frequency of injuries and percentage of women ever needing medical care for injuries
(among women who have been injured as a result of intimate partner physical or sexual violence),
by type of residence, age, education level and income,
Georgia 2009
Background characteristics
Frequency of injuries rler::;:-ie:g Number of women
. injured due to violence
1-2 3-5 More then 5 medical (unweighted)
treatment
Type of residence
Urban 21.1 15.8 52.6 8 [17]
Rural 57.1 14.3 23.8 9 [20]
Thilisi 23.1 46.2 30.8 7 [13]
| Age groups
15-24 57 0 43 40 [7]
25-34 25 33 42 57 [12]
35-44 35 25 40 45 [20]
45 —-49 40 40 20 21 [10]
Education
Incomplete secondary 50 12.5 25 3 [7]
Complete secondary 13.3 20 53.3 6 [13]
Technical 44.4 33.3 22.2 6 [18]
Higher 33.3 25 41.7 7 [12]
Independent income
Yes 16.7 38.9 33.3 9 [16]
No 42.9 17.1 37.1 14 34
Georgia 35.8 22.6 35.8 24 50
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Women who reported being injured in physical or sexual
violence by an intimate partner were asked how many
times they were injured as of the date of the study. Fig-
ure 5.2 represents the distribution of frequency of life-
time physical or sexual violence among Georgian wom-
en (Georgia 2009).

Figure 5.2 Percentage and distribution of number of in-
jures during lifetime, Georgia 2009.

In your life, how many times were you injured by (any of)
your husband(s)/partner(s)?
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The discrepancies between the different places of resi-
dence are statistically reliable (Asymp. Sig. (2-sided)
Pearson Chi-Square = 0,040; Likelihood Ratio = 0,039).
The research showed that the most women living in
rural areas (57.1%), unlike the representatives of oth-
er groups, report such an incident only once or twice.
Among the respondents of this group, a higher percent-
age of women living in urban areas (outside Thilisi) or in
Thilisi, claim that they have had such injuries for several
times (15.8% and 46.2%, respectively) or many times
(52.6 % and 30.8% while living with their husbands/
partners). The total indicator of such incidents which
have happened more than once is the following: for
rural residents- 38.1 %, for urban respondents: 68.4%,
Thilisi respondents - 77%.

There is no difference of according to whether the wom-
an has independent economic income or not, or accord-
ing to age groups or level of education.

The same group of women (who reported being injured
because of physical or sexual violence perpetrated by an
intimate partner) was asked about violence during the
past 12 months and results show that 25% of women
who have been injured due to their husbands/part-
ners’ acts have experienced such injuries in the past 12
months. This percentage was maintained for all samples
irrespective of place of residence, age group, level of

education and having independent economic income or
not. The same trend as for the reporting of numbers of
injures during the lifetime is maintained for the percent-
age of women reporting injuries in the past 12 months
- the number for urban settlements is higher (capital
30.8%, non-capital urban 26.3%) against 19% for rural
residents. Also, while there were no statistically signifi-
cant differences among the age groups, still younger
women were found to be more susceptible to violence
than others (age group 20-24 — 42.9%; age group 25-29
- 50% vs. 30% in age group 30-34 and 25% in age group
35-49).

Injures due to intimate partners physical or sexual vio-
lence occur in different forms. With regard to the types
of injures, the most common were “scratches, abra-
sions, bruises” — 84.4%, and the second is the internal
injuries -29.1%. The Figure 5.3 presents the distribution
of different types of injuries inflicted by a woman by her
intimate partner in Georgia, 2009.

Figure 5.3
Percentage of injury types among women injured due to

violence by intimate partners, Georgia, 2009
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The picture does not change much according to char-
acteristics like age and having independent economic
income. Still, it should be highlighted that the less com-
mon injury types usually happen either only to women
who have their own income (sprains, dislocations; bro-
ken teeth, faint/loss of consciousness) or only to those,
who do not have it (miscarriage, psychological damage,
brain concussion).

The distribution of the indicators respective to place of
residence groups creates almost the same account as
the overall picture. Although there are some character-
istics: compared to rural residents, a higher percentage
of respondents living in urban areas or in Tbilisi claim
to have injuries such as scratch, abrasion, bruises ( 90.9
%, 91.2% against 74.1%). Although the cases of internal
injuries are more frequently claimed by residents of Thi-
lisi (48.2% against to 20.7% and 24.2% for the residents
of rural areas or other towns and cities); On the other
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hand there are no cases of ruptured eardrum, eye inju-
ries with Thilisi residents while such injuries are present
with the rural (12.4%) and especially with urban (32.5%)
residents. In sum, the respondents from regional towns
and from Thilisi more frequently report different injury

types.

Age becomes significant variable in following the num-
bers of injures due to different forms and types during
the lifetime. There is a significant diversity of injury
types present in cases of relatively older women. This
applies especially to respondents who are 35-39 years
old. All injury types, except for broken teeth were re-
vealed among these respondents. It is significant that
respondents of this age group had the most frequent
cases of injuries (total indicator- 228.2%). In terms of di-
versity of injury types, respondents ages 45-49 years old
(total indicator — 186.9 %) take second place and those
of 40-44 years old (161.3%) are having third place.? It
could probably be explained by the circumstance that
they have a longer experience of living with their hus-
bands/partners and their number among women of
this category (as well as victims of violence perpetrated
by husbands/partners as those injured due to their ac-
tions) is higher.

18.8% of women report that they had lost the conscious-
ness due to their husbands/partners’ violent acts while
living with them. The proportion of women who earn
independent income are less often subjected to severe
violence (losing consciousness), than those who do not
have independent income 20.4% vs. 14.6%).

There is a small difference between the groups accord-
ing to place of residence — a lower percentage of women
are subjected to severe violence in Thilisi (14%) versus
urban areas outside the capital, 21.3%, and rural resi-
dents 20%. According to the age groups women aged
35-39 most often reported having lost consciousness
- 31%, whereas in other groups the same indictor is
around 13-18%.

The level of education significantly changes the picture.
Women with incomplete secondary (23.1%) and com-
plete secondary education (27.9%) are more often sub-
jected to this form of violence than women with voca-
tional (14.9%) and higher education (11.4%).

2. Note: the question allowed multiple responses and these figures
indicate that respondents named several different types of injuries at
the same time.

Figure 5.4

Percentage of women who ever had lost consciousness
due to violence by an intimate partner, according to
their independent economic income, Georgia, 2009.
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21.4% of women who had lost consciousness due to
intimate partner’s physical or sexual violence reported
that it has happened in the past 12 months. There was
not any significant deviation according to the character-
istics of different groups of women.

15.3% of women who have been victims of violence
were injured so badly once or several times due to their
husbands/partners’ physical or sexual violence that they
needed health care (although it is possible that they did
not seek it) 7.3 % have been in such a situation only
once, 3.3 %- twice, 2%- 3 times, and four, five and 10
times - approximately only one per cent (for each). Fig-
ure 5.5 represents the percentage of health care need
as a consequence of violence.

Figure 5.5

Percentage of women once or several times have been
subjected to severe injures due to physical or sexual vio-
lence by intimate partners and needed medical assist-
ance.
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Age becomes the significant factor concerning the mul-
tiplicity of injuries women receive during their lifetime
(Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) Pearson Chi-Square = .000). Age
groups of women 35-49 [20.6%] and 30-34 [18.5%] indi-
cate that they have been in these circumstances once or
several times. The same indicator in other age groups is
as follows: 20-24 — 6.7%; 25-29 — 12%; 40-44 — 13%. It is
important to highlight that woman in age groups 35-39
13.8% and 45-49 14.3% refused to answer. The same
response rate for other groups varies 0-3.7%.

The violent behaviour from the partner is maintained
during the last 12 month for 9.1 % of women. None
of the Thilisi residents have experienced it during last
year, contrary to the non-Thilisi urban (14.3%) and
rural (12.5%) residents. Age is an important factor in
this regard; a reliable difference was found among the
age groups (Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) Pearson Chi-Square
= .024); only those respondents who are in the 20-24
and 24-29 age groups had this experience in the past
12 months.

Figure 5.6
Percentage of women who during their lifetime have re-
ceived medical care for injuries caused by violence per-
petrated by an intimate partner, according to whether
or not they have independent economic income, Geor-
gia, 2009.
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Of women who were injured and needed medical care
18.2 % have never received it; 31.8 % have always
sought it when needed, and 40.9 % sought medical care
sometimes when needed. The duration of women’s
stays in hospital (33.3% of all women victims of physical
and sexual violence had stayed in hospital) ranges from
2 to 30 nights. 5.6 % of them had to stay at the hospital
for 2 nights, 16.6 % for 3 nights, 5.6% for 18 nights and
5.6% for 30 nights.

Thus on the basis of analysis of answers by those re-
spondents who have or have had a husband, we can say
that:

® One of every 11 women interviewed has been a vic-
tim of a certain type of violence committed by her
husband/partner.

® A third of these women have received a certain type
of injury due to their husband/partners' actions.

e The majority of those women (60.3%) who have
been injured due to their husbands/partners' acts
have had this happen to them more than one time
while living with them.

® The place of residence was revealed to be significant
in regard to the types of injury: a larger percentage
of Thilisi and urban residents speak about such inci-
dents than rural residents.

® One fourth of women who have been injured due
to their husbands/partners' acts say that it has hap-
pened in the past twelve months.

® The most frequent injuries that women have re-
ceived are: SCRATCH, ABRASION, BRUISES, INTER-
NAL INJURIES and RUPTURED EARDRUM, EYE INJU-
RIES.

® Almost one fifth of the victim women have fainted/
lost consciousness due to their husbands/partners'
acts.

® More than one fifth of women who ever experienced
violence while living with their husbands/partners
had this happen in the past 12 months.

® According to one sixth of the victim women , they
were injured so much due to their husbands/part-
ners' acts that they needed medical health care at
least once. Approximately one tenth of respondents
had been in such situation in the past 12 months.

® Only one third of injured women receive appropriate
medical care always, when needed.

® Only one third of these women were hospitalized
due to their husbands/partners' acts for varying
lengths of time (from 2 to 30 days). Age was also cru-
cial in this aspect: it is mainly young (20-29 years old)
respondents who sought treatment at a hospital.

Physical violence during
pregnancy

Any act of violence, even of very light intensity, is con-
sidered a serious threat during pregnancy. No one spoke
about the serious consequences of acts of violence
against pregnant women that affect not only health of
mother, but unborn child. There were special questions
in the survey asking women who have been pregnant
and experienced physical violence during pregnancy
about the forms violence and types of injuries, as well
as frequency and severity.
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In Georgia 2.7% of women who have ever been preg-
nant experienced physical violence (Table 5.3). The pro-
portion of women who experienced the violence during
pregnancy does not vary between women having or not
having independent economic income, age groups or
level of education. A statistically significant difference
(Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) Pearson Chi-Square = 0,048; Like-
lihood Ratio = 0,038) was found according to place of
residence. In particular, a far lower percentage (1.6 %)
of rural residents compared to urban ones (3.1 %) and
Thilisi respondents (4.4%) say they have experienced
physical violence from their husband/partner.

71.1% of respondents who have experienced physical
violence while they were pregnant, reported that it hap-
pened only once, 22.2 % - twice. Differences according
to the background characteristics of women have been
found for this variable. Out the women who have been
somehow abused during their pregnancy 63.0 % report
that it happened in their latest pregnancy. 2.2 % refused
to answer. It should be pointed out that these women
constitute 1.7% of the total number of respondents who
have been pregnant

Table 5.3 Physical violence during pregnancy
Percentage of pregnant women who have been pregnant and have experienced physical violence by
intimate partner(s), according to place of residence, age, education level and income,

Georgia 2009
Background characteristics Percent of \:Ilic:)r:;irl:xperlenced Numbe;::‘z;ei:::er:)women
Type of residence
Urban 3.1 479
Rural 1.6 832
Thilisi 4.4 383
Age groups
15-24 4 235
25-34 2.2 515
35-44 33 652
45-49 1.5 291
Education 0 [6]
Incomplete secondary 5.8 120
Complete secondary 1.8 505
Technical 3.3 515
Higher 2 546
Independent income
Yes 3.7 [16]
No 2.3 29
Georgia 2 1694

Physical or sexual violence and general health

In the study women were asked to evaluate their own
general health status and their health status over the
past 12 months. The information on the health was ob-
tained before asking about the acts of violence women
were subjected to. Women’s answers about their health
were analysed according to their background character-

istics and whether they have experienced physical or
sexual violence from an intimate partner.

In Georgia the number of women reporting that physical
or sexual violence by a partner has significantly affected
their health was twice as high as the number of women
who said it had no effect at all. (Figure 5.7 A and B)




Figure 5.7 A Violence and general health

How women having experienced physical or sexual
violence perceive the degree to which the violence af-
fected their health, according to age and having or not
having independent income.?
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Figure 5.7B Violence and general health

How women having experienced physical or sexual
violence perceive the degree to which the violence af-
fected their health, according to place of residence and
education. Georgia 2009
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There is a significant variance according to background
characteristics when it comes to the likelihood of wom-
en seeking medical help after experiencing violence.
The two figures below (Figure 5.5A and 5.5B) show the
percentage of women who have received medical care
due to physical or sexual violence by background char-
acteristics.

Figure 5.8A Violence and health condition

Percentage of women who have ever received medical
care after falling victim to violence, according to age,
having or not having independent income.*
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Figure 5.8B Violence and health condition

Percentage of women who have ever received health
care, according to place of residence, education Georgia
2009
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3. in figure 5.7 A “yes” means women who have independent in-
come and “no” women who do not have independent income

4. in figure 5.8 A “yes” means women who have independent income
and “no” women who do not have independent income
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There are two factors perpetuating violence as a social
phenomenon. One of them is women'’s perception that
men have legitimate reason to perpetrate violent acts. It
is known that societal norms or schemas of what should
be done by one sex or the other dominates the under-
standing of general concepts like violence. Table 5.4 be-
low shows how women themselves understand men'’s
violent behaviour and find justification for it.

One third of women say a man is justified in beating
his wife if he knows she has been unfaithful. This result
goes a long way towards explaining the discourse of vio-
lence according to background characteristics. One of
the most striking results the Georgian sample displays
is the lower reported rate of violence in rural areas.
These results completely contradict the general trend
presented in different research on the same topic (WHO

Table 5.4 Physical or sexual violence (Is a man justified in hitting his wife if...)
Percentage of women who think about reasons, according to place of residence, region, age,
education and having independent economic income,
Georgia 2009
Background characteristics Yes No
She doesn’t complete her household work to his satisfaction 2.4 96.8
She disobeys him 5.4 91.9
She refuses to have sexual relations with him 2.1 95.3
She asks him whether he is being unfaithful 1.4 96.2
He suspects that she is unfaithful 6.6 89.7
He finds out that she has been unfaithful 32.9 60.8

2005). One possible explanation could be first the cul-
tural norm not to speak about family matters to outsid-
ers and second not to lose face in front of others (social
position). Traditional societies tend to hide the every-
day praxis of certain behaviour in the face of changing
social norms. Transition and democratization of former
traditional societies implementing new rules and roles
of interpersonal relations have yet to firmly take root.
However the implications of new norms as new laws or
rules could be seen as one of the indirect factors hiding
the truth about the lives of women in rural settlements.

The effects of violence on children

Women who had at least one child (between ages 5-12)
were asked whether any of those children were dis-
playing any peculiar behavioural patterns. The sample
of women who had experienced any type of physical
or sexual violence was asked to assess their children’s
behaviour. In Figure 5.6 the nationwide proportions of
some behavioural problems of children are presented
from the families were women have been experiencing
physical or sexual violence.

The results show that the most widespread behavioural
problems among the children aged 5-12 are being tim-
id or withdrawn (19.6%), having frequent nightmares
(10.4%) and aggression toward mother or other chil-

dren (7.2%). In addition, bedwetting is more common
among such children (5%) compared to the overall per-
centage (3%).°

Figure 5.9 The effect of violence on children (ages 5-12
years) Percentage of some behavioural problems of chil-
dren according to their mothers’ experience of physical
or sexual violence.
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5. A practical handbook for community health nurses working with
children and their parents. Ed. Katie Booth and Karen A Luker. 1999.
Blackwell Science.



Chapter 6.

COPING WITH DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Marine Chitashvili, Luiza Arutiunov

It is important to know how women perceive the caus-
es of domestic violence and how abused women cope
with this violence - do they share their experience and
with whom? Do they seek help from service providers
and support institutions as well as the governmental
and nongovernmental organizations? In Georgia since
2006 the law On Domestic Violence has enabled police
to intervene in order to prevent domestic violence and
penalize perpetrators. Also, there is limited number
a number of shelters for victims of domestic violence
where then can receive the care, support and treatment
to overcome the consequences of domestic violence.
These shelters are run both by state and nongovern-
mental organizations. The problem of access to care-
giving organizations as well as close social network sup-
port, gives the data on the accessibility and efficiency
of these organizations on the one hand and indicates
the degree of awareness about this support system on
the other. The questionnaire contained several ques-
tions posed to women who have experienced the physi-
cal and sexual violence by a partner about the ways in
which they respond to domestic violence.

This chapter presents data on the causes of violence
against women from the women’s perspective; strate-

gies and services women use to deal with violence, so-
cial networks in which women share their experiences
of domestic violence and the official structures they
are most likely to seek help from. Also, the reactions of
women to the violence they experience and methods of
coping are discussed.

Causes of violence from women’s
perspective

Women who have reported physical violence from their
husband or partner were asked about the causes of do-
mestic violence in society as a whole. The most common
cause they cited was “he is drunk” (51.3%) and the sec-
ond most common reason is “money problem” (25.6%).
The other problems listed by the abused women are as
follows — “he is jealous” (21.9%), “he is unemployed”
(17.3%), “no particular reason” (15.1%), “no food at
home” (12.4%), “she is disobedient” (13.7%), “she
refuses sex” (11%). The following responses received
less than 10% each: difficulties at his work, spouse im-
potence, children, illness, wife is jealous, don’t love
each other. The detailed figures are presented in the
tables 6.1 and 6.2 below (the total number of women
responded to this question is 123 and multiple answers
were possible).
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Table 6.1 Causes of physical violence from women’s perspective - 1
Percentage of women reporting physical violence by husband or partner on causes of domestic violence in
society, grouped based on type of residence, education, and income.
Georgia 2009

e Lo Number

Background rTo man | money dlfﬁcu!ﬁes he’s no food prob.Iems she’s L of women
L. particular at his with he’s jealous X
characteristics drunk | problems unemployed | at home N pregnant experienced
reason work family |
violence

Type of
residence
Urban 15.7 53.1 28.5 11.3 17.3 14.5 14.8 2.3 25.0 38
Rural 15.3 44.9 22.3 5.3 12.1 11.3 10.2 2.1 20.4 45
Thilisi 14.3 59.9 26.7 5.7 23.2 11.8 2.6 0 20.5 39
Age groups
15-24 17 23 6 8 0 8 4 6 0 [12]
25-34 14 18 3 13 3 8 5 3 2 40
35-44 16 22 2 9 5 7 3 2 2 53
45-49 16 16 0 10 3 8 10 6 1 [19]
Education
Incomplete 1505 | 266 | 174 0 0 103 12.5 0 19.5
secondary [22]
Complete 172 | 459 | 226 3.1 13.9 183 8.4 0 35.2 34
secondary
Technical 7.6 64.1 24.5 5.5 28.5 12.9 11.3 4.5 14.3 41
Higher 13 58.9 38.2 21.7 18.4 5.9 4.1 0 18.2 26
Independent
income
Yes 6.8 63.7 26.3 9.3 19.6 15.3 6.7 0 19.2 35
No 18.4 46.4 254 6.5 16.4 11.3 10.2 2.1 229 88
Georgia 15.1 | 513 | 256 7.3 17.3 12.4 9.2 1.5 21.9 123

Table 6.2 Causes of physical violence from women’s perspective - 2
Percentage of women reporting physical violence by husband or partner on causes of domestic violence in
society, grouped based on region, type of residence, education and income
Georgia 2009

Number
She , , because woman ,
Background she’s spouse’s . . don’t love of women
. refuses . . . of illness is .
characteristics disobedient | impotence . . each other experienced
sex children jealous .
violence
Type of residence
Urban 21 21.1 34 0 2.8 2.5 0 38
Rural 54 13 2.1 2.2 0 1.6 2.6 45
Thilisi 7.9 20.9 2.7 0 0 2.6 0 39
Education
Incomplete secondary 6.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 [22]
Complete secondary 15.8 10.7 0 0 0 2.8 0 34
Technical 3.9 17.5 2.3 0 0 2.5 2.8 41
Higher 19.7 23.2 9.1 0 4.1 2.8 0 26
Independent income
Yes 9.8 15.5 3 0 3 2.1 0 35
No 11.5 13 2.6 1.1 0 2.3 1.3 88
Georgia 11 13.7 2.7 0.8 0.9 2.2 0.9 123
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Sharing the violence experienced family (14.8%) to speak about domestic violence. The

percentage of women who have shared their experi-
ence with no-one is 27.8%. This means that one third
of women have to deal with the problem alone as they
hide the violence from everyone. There is very low per-
centage of those who seek help and share their expe-
rience outside of close social networks and the rate of
repor