
Prevention of Torture: UN human rights body presents confidential preliminary findings to the Government of Ukraine
Kyiv, 25 May 2011 – The United Nations Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture (SPT) presented today its confidential preliminary observations to the Government of Ukraine, in conclusion of its first visit to Ukraine, which took place from 16 to 25 May 2011. During the visit, the SPT met with the relevant national authorities and representatives of civil society, and conducted visits to a number of places of deprivation of liberty (see attached list), including police stations, ITTs, SIZOs, and prison colonies, in the regions of Kyiv, Lviv, Zakarpatie, and Donetsk. 
“We hope that our visit to Ukraine will contribute to the current ongoing efforts of the Ukrainian Government and other stakeholders to ensure that persons deprived of their liberty are not put at risk of torture or ill-treatment”, stated Mr. Malcolm Evans, Chairperson and Head of the SPT Delegation to Ukraine. 

The SPT mandate permits it to conduct on-site visits and make recommendations to the authorities to establish effective safeguards against the risk of torture and ill-treatment in places of deprivation of liberty. The SPT mandate is complemented at the national level by a National Preventive Mechanism (NPM). Ukraine undertook an obligation to create an NPM one year after the entry into force of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture, but the establishment of such a national body remains pending in Ukraine. 

“While it is for the Ukrainian authorities to decide which form the NPM should take, the NPM should be established in accordance with Ukraine’s international obligations under the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol. The mandate, powers and operational independence of the NPM should clearly be guaranteed by law and exercisable in practice. The NPM should be provided with the human and financial resources necessary to enable it to perform its important and extensive work, across the country as a whole”, emphasized Evans.

During the visit, the SPT had the opportunity to explore the treatment of persons deprived of their liberty in Ukraine, and the safeguards for their protection against torture and ill-treatment. In addition to visiting places of detention, the SPT conducted private and confidential interviews with persons deprived of their liberty in the institutions that were visited. 
The SPT Delegation to Ukraine was composed of the following members: Mr. Malcolm EVANS (Chairperson and Head of Delegation), Ms. Mari AMOS, Mr. Arman DANIELYAN, Ms. Lowell Patria GODDARD, Mr. Zbigniew LASOCIK, Ms. Aisha Shujune MUHAMMAD, Mr. Hans Draminsky PETERSEN, Ms. Maria Margarida PRESSBURGER, and Mr. Víctor RODRÍGUEZ-RESCIA. The SPT delegation benefited from the support of the United Nations system in Ukraine.
ENDS

For more information about the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture: 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cat/opcat/index.htm
Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment:

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cat-one.htm
* * * * * * * *

PLACES OF DEPRIVATION OF LIBERTY IN UKRAINE
VISITED BY THE SPT
Prison Colonies:
· Buchanska Prison Colony No. 85, Kyiv Region 

· Sokal Prison Colony No. 47, Lviv Region 

· Luchakivski Prison Colony No. 30, City of Lviv 

· Yenakiyeve Prison Colony No. 52, Donetsk Region

· Zhdanivka Prison Colony No. 3, Donetsk Region

· Snizhne Prison Colony for Women No. 127, Donetsk Region

Police Stations:
· Transport Police Department at Kyiv-Pasazhyrski Train Station

· Halitski District Police Station, City of Lviv

· Sykhivski District Police Station, City of Lviv

· Zaliznychnyi District Police Station, City of Lviv

· Shevchenkovski District Police Station, City of Lviv

· Yenakiyeve City Police Station, Donetsk Region

· Khartsizsk City Police Station, Donetsk Region

· Kalininski District Police Station, City of Donetsk

· Kyivski District Police Station, City of Donetsk

Police Temporary Holding Facilities (ITT):
· Lviv Temporary Holding Facility, City of Lviv

· Horodok Temporary Holding Facility, Lviv Region

· Yavoriv Temporary Holding Facility, Lviv Region

· Uzhhorod Temporary Holding Facility, City of Uzhhorod

· Donetsk Temporary Holding Facility, City of Donetsk

· Khartsizsk Temporary Holding Facility, Donetsk Region

Pre-trial Detention Centres (SIZO): 

· Kyiv Pre-trial Detention Centre, City of Kyiv

· Lviv Pre-trial Detention Centre, City of Lviv 

· Artemivsk Pre-trial Detention Centre, Donetsk Region

Facilities for Children and Juveniles:
· Sambir Educational Colony, Lviv Region 
· Kyiv Reception-Distribution Centre for Children, City of Kyiv

· School of Social Rehabilitation for Children, City of Kyiv

· School of Social Rehabilitation for Children, Lviv Region
State Border Guard Service Temporary Holding Facilities:

· Lviv Temporary Holding Facility
· Chop Temporary Holding Facility
· Special Premises at the Boryspil Airport
