Press release

Geneva, 16 December 2009        

The United Nations Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture (SPT) was established according to the OPCAT, which entered in force on 22 June 2006.  The treaty is the first universal instrument which seeks to prevent torture and other forms of ill-treatment through a system of regular visits to places of deprivation of liberty carried out by independent national and international bodies.
The United Nations Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture (SPT) has recently carried out a visit to Cambodia, from 2 to 11 December 2009. This was the eight visit conducted by the SPT.

The following SPT Members were part of the delegation that visited Cambodia: 

· Mr. Victor Manuel RODRÍGUEZ RESCIA (head of the delegation)

· Ms. Marija DEFINIS-GOJANOVIC

· Mr. Zdenek HAJEK

· Mr. Hans Draminsky PETERSEN 

The delegation was supported by three OHCHR staff members, acting as the SPT’s Secretariat, and a security officer. 
During the visit the SPT delegation held meetings with relevant official authorities, including the inter-ministerial body currently designated by the Royal Government to work towards the establishment of a National Preventive Mechanism (“NPM”), the Prosecutor General, representatives from the National Assembly and the Senate, and the Constitutional Council. 

The SPT has a mandate to visit all States Parties and make recommendations to the authorities to establish effective safeguards against the risk of torture and ill-treatment. It is complemented at the national level by NPMs, which States Parties have undertaken to create one year after the entry in force of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture (OPCAT).
During the visit, the SPT also reviewed the treatment of persons deprived of their liberty in Cambodia, and the safeguards for their protection. It conducted private interviews with detainees in various police establishments and inmates in three civil prisons and one military prison. The SPT also visited other places where persons are or may be deprived of their liberty.
At the end of the visit, the delegation presented its confidential preliminary observations to the authorities of Cambodia.
The SPT has two guiding principles - cooperation and confidentiality - which lie at the heart of the OPCAT. The preventive approach aims at protecting people deprived of their liberty. The SPT communicates its recommendations and observations confidentially to the State Party. 

Places of deprivation of liberty visited by the SPT

The delegation visited three civil prisons:

In Phnom Penh:

· CC1

In Kompong Cham province:

· CC3

In Battambang province:

· Battambang provincial prision

The delegation visited one military prison:
· Pnhom Penh military prison

The delegations visited two drug rehabilitation centres:

· Battambang drug rehabilitation centre (under the Military police)

· Battambang (Bovel) drug rehabilitation centre (under the provincial police)

The delegation visited a youth rehabilitation centre:
· Chom Chao centre (under the Ministry of Social Affairs)

The delegation visited a social welfare centre:
· Prey Speu centre (under the Ministry of Social Affairs)

The delegation visited eight police stations:
In Phnom Penh:

· Chamkamon district police inspectorate

· Daun Penh district police inspectorate

· Seven Makara district police inspectorate

· Mean Chey district police inspectorate

In Pursat province:
· Provincial police inspectorate 

· Municipal police inspectorate
· Police station of Cheung Prey district
In Kompong Cham province:

· Prey Chho District police inspectorate
The delegation visited three military police stations:
In Battambang province:
· Prey Suay commune
· Mong Russey district

In Pursat province:

· Bakan district Gendarmerie headquarters
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