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Mr Chairman,
Members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today, I am privileged to represent the Republic of Slovenia before the Committee against Torture, and to present to its distinguished members the latest activities and measures that the Republic of Slovenia has undertaken against torture and other cruel treatments. 

Let me take this opportunity to first of all express Slovenian’s sincere appreciation for the work of this Committee in promoting the Convention against Torture and monitoring it’s implementation. 

Before going into substance, let me introduce the members of the Slovenian Delegation who will participate in the dialogue before the Committee:

· Mr Peter Pavlin, Secretary at the Ministry of Justice, expert in criminal legislation, information privacy and human rights, who has already participated in several dialogues before the United Nations committees, also before the Committee against torture;
· Mr Jadran Hočevar, the Minister Plenipotentiary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, who has participated in dialogues before several United Nations committees, also before the Committee against Torture;
· Mr Dušan Valentinčič, Director General of the Prison Administration of the Republic of Slovenia, who is an expert in the execution of penal sanctions and has already participated in a dialogue before the United Nations Human Rights Committee;
· Mr Jaša Vrabec, LL.M, Judicial Councillor and Expert Assistant - Adviser at the Supreme Court of the Republic of Slovenia; independent member of the Delegation, who is specialised in the operation of the independent judicial branch of the government, access to information, National Correspondent for CEPEJ Commission of the Council of Europe;
· Ms Staša Curk, Senior Adviser at the Ministry of Justice, who is an expert in information privacy, access to information, freedom of expression and human rights and has participated at Slovenia’s Universal Periodic Review;
· Mr Samo Bardutzky, Senior Adviser at the Ministry of Justice, also employed at the Chair of Constitutional Law at the Faculty of Law at the University of Ljubljana, who is an expert in constitutional law, human rights and has participated at Slovenia’s Universal Periodic Review;
· Ms Nina Gregori, Director-General of the Migration and Integration Directorate at the Ministry of the Interior, who is an expert in the areas of asylum, aliens, migration and has participated at Slovenia’s Universal Periodic Review;
· Mr Sandi Čurin, MSc, Under-Secretary at the Ministry of the Interior, National Coordinator for combating trafficking in human beings, who has participated in several dialogues before United Nations committees;
· Mr Srečko F. Krope, MSc, Senior Police Counsellor at the Ministry of the Interior - Police, who is expert in police procedures, assessing violations by the police and the supervision of the police;
· Ms Jadranka Vouk-Železnik, Senior Adviser at the Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Affairs, who is an expert for human rights in the areas of labour, social affairs, family and has participated in dialogues before committees of the United Nations and of the Council of Europe;

· Ms Nadja Čobal, MSc, Secretary at the Ministry of Health, who is an expert for human rights in the health care field;
· And myself, Boštjan Škrlec, State Secretary (Minister's Deputy) at the Ministry of Justice and Head of the Delegation; I am a former State Prosecutor and thus specialised in expert legal opinions in criminal law. As a State Prosecutor, I worked at the first instance before courts and later at the State Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Slovenia, where I was engaged in the study of case-law. During Slovenian's Presidency of the Council of the European Union in 2008, I also chaired two working groups of the EU Council on criminal law. 

Let me start by underlining that my country’s very existence is rooted in promoting, protecting and respecting human rights and fundamental freedoms as essential elements of democracy. Human rights and fundamental freedoms provisions therefore comprise nearly one third of all the provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of Slovenia, and are included in the special 2nd chapter entitled „Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms” which immediately follows the introductory „General Provisions“ of the Constitution. And accordingly, Article 18 of the Constitution of the Republic of Slovenia stipulates an absolute prohibition of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment or treatment. 

According to the Constitution of the Republic of Slovenia, ratified and published international treaties are directly applicable in the Slovenian legal order. I am pleased to state that Slovenia ratified the „Optional Protocol to the United Nations Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment“ already in 2006 and in the same year provided for a new, additional monitoring mechanism for the detection or prevention of torture and other cruel treatment – the so called „State Preventive Mechanism“ which was established in 2007 and came into effect in 2008. 

The Republic of Slovenia actively supports the inclusion of a strong, free and independent civil society’s voice in the efforts aimed at improving and strengthening human rights. It is for this reason that the Slovenian Government decided to include a provision in the implementing part of the Act ratifying the said Optional Protocol, providing that the Human Rights Ombudsman who performs duties and authorisations of the state preventive mechanism include representatives of non-governmental organisations from the field of human rights registered in the Republic of Slovenia and humanitarian organisations recognised under the Republic of Slovenia’s legal order, in her monitoring groups that supervise the treatment of all persons deprived of their liberty or whose liberty has been restricted, and who are resident in places where their liberty has been deprived.

The principle of the absolute prohibition of torture in the Republic of Slovenia is based on a comprehensive legal framework: the provisions on the prohibition of all forms of torture, inhuman or degrading punishment or treatment included in the Slovenian constitutional, criminal and administrative order. 

In 2008, a new Criminal Code was adopted which provides for a new, special criminal offence of torture, referred to in Article 265, which includes all elements of the definition of torture referred to in Article 1 of the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and represents some progress with regard to the previous Articles 270 and 271 of the Criminal Code of 1994. The 2008 Criminal Code also stipulated longer periods of limitation for criminal prosecutions of torture offences.

The commitment to respect the absolute prohibition of torture is also embedded in the constitutional review of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Slovenia, which adopted two systemic decisions in 2006. The first was within the context of asylum procedures and the prohibition of the prosecution, expulsion or extradition of a person to another country if there is serious suspicion that such person could be subjected to torture, where the Constitutional Court, by referring explicitly to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, stated that the prohibition of torture is of an absolute nature. In the second decision the Constitutional Court established that in cases when an action of repressive authorities resulted in the death of one of the persons, the state must, pursuant to decision of the fourth paragraph of Article 15 of the Constitution of the Republic of Slovenia in relation to Article 13 of the European Convention on Human Rights, provide for an independent investigation of the circumstances of the event and enable effective access to such investigation for the relatives of the deceased. In this decision, the Constitutional Court made reference also to provisions provided for by the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment; the same was asserted also by qualified separate opinions by two judges of the Constitutional Court.

Let me now outline certain new and additional measures against torture that the Republic of Slovenia took after the Third Periodic Report of the Republic of Slovenia was prepared:

· In 2007, the Republic of Slovenia introduced a new arrangement such that in cases when suspects of criminal offences are members of the Police, Military Police or persons seconded to a military or similar mission abroad, the primary competence for detecting and prosecuting criminal offences and offenders is conferred on police officers and state prosecutors assigned to the new Specialised Departments of the Group of State Prosecutors for the Prosecution of Organised Crime with the State Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of Slovenia. The Specialised Department became operational on 1 November 2007. 

This centralised and professionally supported approach has contributed to strengthening of legal security and the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms of Slovenian nationals and residents, since the new arrangement removed potential doubt from the system as to the impartiality of the police and certain other state repressive bodies during the execution of powers in relation to suspects who are members of the same police force or other repressive bodies (particularly when such suspects allegedly violate human rights and fundamental freedoms, which could be criminal offences). 

· Significant changes were made in the field of legislation and practice concerning mental health and patients’ rights. The Patients Rights Act passed in 2008 regulated the appellate procedures for patients and established the institution of a representative of patient's rights who offers patients free aid in protecting their rights. Moreover, the Mental Health Act was also adopted in 2008; it established the system of mandatory representation of mentally ill persons, which is a supplement and improvement to the right to a representative granted to persons as users of health services pursuant to the Patients Rights Act. 

· In Slovenia, we also paid special attention to alternative forms of penal sanctions, particularly so-called „weekend-prison“ which can be authorised by the Prison Administration of the Republic of Slovenia (which is an autonomous authority within the Ministry of Justice), and which enables convicts who satisfy certain legal conditions to serve their sentence whilst continuing to work or study, and to live at home, except during their days off, usually at the weekend, which they must spend in prison.  

· In Slovenia, we are actively striving to improve the accommodation conditions of prisons. Several measures have been taken to deal with this matter in order to reduce the negative consequences of overcrowded institutions, namely, limiting the maximum number of persons imprisoned and consequently their allocation to other locations, and the renovation of existing and the construction of new incarceration facilities.   
· At the end of 2010 some major amendments to the Act on International Protection were adopted by the Slovenia`s National Assembly, which have increased the rights of applicants for international protection and of persons with already acquired status in Slovenia. The amended Act represents the compliance with international standards that ensures the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms of both applicants for international protection as well as persons whose international protection in the Republic of Slovenia has already been recognised, which applies especially for the areas of housing persons granted international protection, financial assistance to them, health care for them, schooling and education as well as free legal aid to applicants in the process of obtaining international protection. Some solutions have resulted in improving the conditions for successful integration of persons granted international protection in Slovenian society.

· It must be noted that in Slovenia, we have been striving since 2001 at the state level and in cooperation with civil society, to focus on combating trafficking in human beings and eliminating its consequences. This includes proactive operations by the police and state prosecutor, and the development of case law which has contributed to clarifying certain important legal issues and first final judgments rendered in criminal cases. It should also be mentioned that non-governmental organisations and humanitarian organisations from civil society became an indispensable factor in combating trafficking in human beings and eliminating its consequences; thus such organisations are significant for the operation of the system in the Republic of Slovenia.
In conclusion, I would like to underline, that Slovenia is actively engaged in combating trafficking in human beings, as was already stated. But we also take pride in part of our tradition in this area which connects Slovenia and Geneva. Namely, in the 1920’s and 1930’s, Slovenia’s representative Vladimir Miselj served in the League of Nations in Geneva as a functionary; he was engaged also in the operation of the Consultative Committee of Experts against Slavery and actually worked as a secretary to this Committee. This Consultative Committee of Experts against Slavery could be seen as having a pioneer’s role in the international combat against slavery of people, so it can be also deemed as a predecessor of contemporary expert committees on human rights of the United Nations Organisation.

Mr Chairman, members of the Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to thank you for the pre-submitted list of issues. The members of our delegation are ready to provide you with more detailed answers to those already briefly mentioned - as well as any other, topic of interest. I look forward to a a fruitful discussion.

Thank you.
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