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Introductory remarks

Mr. Chairman, distinguished members of the Committee,

First of all, I would like to express on behalf of the Government of Denmark our deep appreciation for the important work of this Committee and its tireless efforts to ensure respect for and compliance with the Convention Against Torture.

The effective and independent international monitoring of compliance with international human rights standards is a priority issue for the Danish Government. As a matter of fact, it is one of the five key areas of Danish international human rights policy. The other priorities are: 

· To continue efforts within priority fields such as the fight against torture 

· To increase scrutiny of the human rights situation in individual countries

· To promote democratisation and respect for human rights in development assistance activities and

· To strengthen cooperation with civil society

The Danish Government finds it of crucial importance to ensure that Denmark acts in compliance with her international obligations. It follows that we welcome scrutiny and welcome opportunities like this to discuss the obligations enshrined in the convention under review and Denmark’s compliance with these obligations. 

The fight against torture is central to my Government. This is reflected in a number of actions: Each year Denmark tables the comprehensive omnibus resolution on torture in the General Assembly. Let me add that we are very open to accommodate any wish from CAT in this respect. We also stand ready to pursue this issue in the Human Rights Council as was the case in the Commission on Human Rights, once the Council has decided how to deal most effectively with thematic issues in this new body. Another reflection of Denmark’s commitment to combat torture is our role as chef de file for the implementation of the EU policy guidelines on torture.

It is also important to note that human rights, including freedom from torture, are not only a cross-cutting issue in Danish development assistance. Human rights is also an individual priority area in our development aid.

Mr Chairman,

You have in front of you our latest comprehensive report on the implementation in Denmark of the International Convention Against Torture. The report is the fifth periodic report since the convention entered into force for Denmark in 1987. I wish to assure you of our steadfast commitment to engage in an open and constructive dialogue with you and the Committee on the issues at hand. 

May I take this opportunity to introduce to you and to the Committee the members of the Danish delegation:
Kim Vinthen, Head of Human Rights Unit. Head of delegation

Jens Faerkel, Minister Counsellor, Ministry of Foreign Affairs:

Thomas Thordal-Mortensen, Head of Section, Ministry of Justice:
Adam Frølund, Chief Adviser, Ministry of Defence:

Susanne Aamann, Head of Section, Ministry of Integration:

Jakob Schioeler, Head of Department, Directorate of Prisons and Probation:

Michael Braad, Counsellor of Embassy and Lars Bo Kirketerp Lund, intern,  The Danish UN Mission in Geneva:

Mr. Chairman, 

In our report under consideration we have strived to the best of our abilities to address the various issues of specific interest to the Committee. As you can see from the report, we have endeavoured to follow up on the Committee’s specific concerns and recommendations contained in the concluding observations of 10 May 2002.

Let me just highlight a few new developments since our latest report was submitted in 2005.

Since our report was committed, conditions in Danish prisons have been affected by an increase in the number of prison sentences as well as a rise in the number of longer sentences. This has resulted in a high occupancy rate in the prisons, between 96 and 98 per cent. At the same time, the number of convicted offenders waiting to serve their sentences accumulated.

For many reasons, long waiting periods for enforcement of sentences are unfortunate:  High occupancy rates in prisons are known to lead to an increase in inter-inmate conflicts and conflicts with staff. It has therefore been a top priority to solve this problem.

Various strategies have been applied to solve the problem:

· From 2003 to 2006, about 550 new permanent prison places were established

· The possibility for certain offenders to serve short sentences in their homes with electronic monitoring (tagging) has been introduced

·  If an inmate makes a special effort during the incarceration to refrain from offences or if an inmate’s situation otherwise makes it appropriate (“give and take”) earlier release on parole has become possible

· A former barracks was fitted out to serve as temporary prison for short-term prisoners from April 2005 to March 2006 

· Extra resources have been allocated to administer an average daily occupancy rate in the prisons of 95 per cent instead of the normal 92 per cent

The high occupancy rate has put a heavy strain on both the treatment environment for the inmates and the staff’s working environment. Due to overcrowding two inmates have had to share a single cell temporarily. Likewise, the inmates’ leisure-time or visiting premises have had to be used for accommodation. 

In February 2006, the backlog had been cleared. And since July 2006 it has been possible to maintain an average daily occupancy rate in the prisons of about 92 per cent as set out in the multi-year plan of the Prison and Probation Service. The Service expects to be able to keep occupancy rates at this level in the coming years to the benefit of both inmates and staff.

I should add that experience so far with electronic monitoring in Denmark with offenders serving at home has been positive. The average daily number of such offenders is on the raise and is currently between 80 and 120. Only 6-8 per cent of this group have had to be transferred to prison for continued enforcement due to violation of the conditions attached to tagging. 

Mr Chairman,

In another development, efforts to facilitate rehabilitation and improved living conditions for victims of torture have been taken a step further as from this year. As a supplement to current health care and traditional rehabilitation efforts, a special scheme will create better conditions for traumatised refugees and their families. The scheme will run until 2010.

Victims of torture and often also their families need special attention and care in order to form an active life and engage in community networks, educational schemes or employment. The rationale behind the scheme is that if the traumatised person and his family can be helped to integrate into the Danish society, they will stand a better chance of establishing an active life to the benefit of themselves, their family and society as a whole.

This is why a sum of 16 million Danish kroner – almost USD 2.900.000 – has been allocated for special projects over four years. The goal is to improve the situation for torture victims, for the whole family, and for children who may suffer from secondary traumas in the sense that the condition of their parents affects their own lives. 

The new activities come as a supplement to a number of existing initiatives in this field: 

· First, support is given to activity and integration centres focussed on a comprehensive and specially adapted integration effort, including for example language training, activities towards employment, social counselling and therapy – again as a supplement to the traditional treatment activities by the health services. 

· Second, over the past three years a special project has aimed at developing educational methods adapted for traumatised persons to learn Danish. Victims of torture and other traumatised persons are often in need of extra help as their learning skills may have been injured. As learning the Danish language is an essential prerequisite for interacting with neighbours and others in the community, the special educational methods for Danish classes are considered a crucial element in the rehabilitation process. The project has proved very successful. Itserved as a basis for elaborating new guidelines for language schools all over the country. 

Mr. Chairman,

In December 2006, the increased Danish engagement in international military operations and parliamentary discussions on the issue of a specific prohibition against torture, led to the introduction of a Defence Command Directive on the prohibition of torture and other cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment for the Armed Forces. The directive does not fill a vacuum. Rather, it compiles Danish Armed Forces regulations on the prohibition of torture into one over arching order. 

This order is to be supplemented by and detailed in directives specific to international military operations as well as to instructions for the processing of personnel in the custody of the Danish Armed Forces. Further to prohibiting torture in all its forms, the directive orders military personnel, who witness torture conducted by others, to actively engage in discontinuing the maltreatment. In addition, military personnel are obliged to report any acts or omissions they believe to constitute torture conducted by others.

It is a key priority for the Danish Armed Forces – be they officers or ordinary soldiers - that military personnel is made fully aware of the prohibition of torture and other prohibited conduct, especially when participating in international missions.

Together with other measures taken over the past years, the directive will contribute to prepare the Danish soldiers even better for international missions.

Thank you Mr Chairman 
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