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COMMITTEE AGAINST TORTURE  

Forty-sixth session   

9 May – 3 June 2011 

CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS SUBMITTED BY STATES PARTIES 

UNDER ARTICLE 19 OF THE CONVENTION 

 

Concluding observations of the Committee against Torture 

(Extracts for follow-up of CAT/C/KWT/CO/2) 

 

KUWAIT 

 

(…) 

 

B. Positive aspects 

 

(…) 

 

6. The Committee notes with satisfaction that on 12 May 2010 the State party has 

extended invitations to all special procedures mechanisms of the Human Rights 

Council. 

 

(…) 

 

C. Principal subjects of concern and recommendations  

 

(…) 

 

Complaints and prompt, thorough and impartial investigations 

 

10.  While noting that, according to the information provided to the Committee 

during the dialogue, the Kuwaiti Ministry of Interior has set up a special department 

to record public complaints and to follow up on grievances of abuse of authority filed 

against any officer working at the Ministry of Interior, the Committee regrets the lack 

of an independent complaint mechanism for receiving and conducting prompt, 

thorough and impartial investigations of torture reported to the authorities, and for 

ensuring that those found guilty are appropriately punished (art. 13).  

 

The State party should establish a fully independent complaint 

mechanism, ensure prompt, impartial and full investigations into all 

allegations of torture and prosecute alleged perpetrators and punish those 

who have been found guilty. 

 

11. While noting that for the period of 2001 – 2011 there were 632 trials on cases 

of torture, ill-treatment and corporal punishment, and that in 248 cases sentences 

perpetrators were punished, the Committee however notes that the State party failed to 

provide information on the exact types of penalties applied to the convicted 

perpetrators (arts. 4, 12 and 13).  

 

The Committee requests the State party to provide information, including 
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statistics, on the number of complaints filed against public officials on 

torture and ill-treatment, as well as about the results of the proceedings, 

at both the penal and disciplinary levels, with examples of relevant 

sentences.  

 

(…) 

 

Imposition of the death penalty 

 

17. While noting the information provided by the delegation that the death penalty 

has not been applied in the State party since 2006, the Committee is concerned at the 

lack of information provided on the number of persons executed before 2006. It is 

also concerned at the wide number of offences for which death penalty is imposed, as 

well as the lack of information on the number of persons currently on death row. The 

Committee is further concerned at the provisions of article 49 of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure which allows for the use of excessive force on death row detainees (arts. 2 

and 16). 

 

The Committee recommends that the State party consider ratifying the 

Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty. In the 

meantime, the State party should review its policy with a view to 

restricting to the most serious crimes the imposition of the death penalty. 

The State party should ensure that all persons on death row are afforded 

the protection provided by the Convention against Torture and treated 

humanely and that no discriminatory measures and ill-treatment are 

applied to these persons. The Committee requests the State party to 

provide information on the precise number of persons executed since the 

consideration of the previous report in 1998 and for which offences. The 

State party should also indicate the current number of persons on death 

row, disaggregated by sex, age, ethnicity and offence. 

 

(…) 

 

36. The Committee requests the State party to provide, within one year, follow-up 

information in response to the Committee’s recommendations contained in paragraphs 

10, 11 and 17 and to provide information on the follow-up to its commitment referred 

to in paragraph 6 of the present concluding observations.  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 


