Statement by the delegation of Turkey


Thank you, Mr. President. 


Mr. President, yesterday terrorist groups perpetuated a coordinated attach on the Turkish embassies and consulates, the Turkish airlines and tourist offices, and the offices of Turkish private business located in 28 different cities in Western Europe. In the consulate in Munich they held 20 people on hostage for almost a day. These attach are continued today. There is loss of life, many people are injured and heavy damage has been inflicted on the property. Such terrorist incidents are not new. They take place at regular intervals with more serious consequences each time. 


All this, Mr. President, only underscores the importance of the paragraph on terrorism contained in the declaration we have just adopted. This paragraph states that, and I quote, "acts, methods and practices of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations are activities aimed at the destruction of human rights, fundamental freedoms and democracy", unquote. Therefore, Mr. President, it is our duty to combat terrorist at national and international levels in order to protect human rights, fundamental freedoms and democracy. Failure in this would be tantamount to failing in our efforts to achieve the very objective of this conference, which is to protect and promote human rights. Frequent recurrence of terrorist attacks to life and property in Western European countries indicate that measures taken so far in these countries are not adequate. Terrorists cannot be justified under any circumstance or by any political aspiration. Terrorists, whose main targets are lives of innocent people and who are therefore major violators of human rights, ironically use the issue of human rights as a screen behind which they can operate. If we are to realize our commitment to protect human rights, fundamental freedoms and democracy against terrorists, the prerequisite for this is to take all the measures to prevent terrorists from exploiting human rights for their inhuman and criminal purposes. Similarly we should refrain, domestically or internationally, from providing any kind of legitimacy to terrorist persons, groups or organizations, and allow them to abuse the protection of national or international law. 


Mr. President, the paragraph on terrorism in the document that we have adopted also urges the international community to take necessary steps to enhance cooperation, to prevent and combat terrorism. It is now incumbent upon us within the framework of the United Nations to develop international mechanisms with a view to initiating effective international action against terrorists. We are expecting the international community to take necessary steps to this end. In our struggle against terrorists, angels also have an important role to play, as they have in other fields of human rights. We expect the angels to fulfil their responsibilities in this respect too and contribute to international cooperation against terrorism. For in order to promote human rights, we should first and foremost be able to protect human lives. 


Mr. President, I would not like to finish my statement without expressing my delegation's appreciation to you, Mr. President, to Ambassador Saboia, to Madame Warzazi, to Secretary-General Fall and members of the secretariat, for leading our Conference to a successful conclusion. I would also like to express our thanks to the Government of Austria for the excellent organization of the conference and for the hospitality extended to us all. 


Thank you, Mr. President. 

