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OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS




Modalities for the Commemoration of HUMAN RIGHTS DAY and the launch of a year-long campaign to celebrate the 60th ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

10 December 2007

Palais des nations, Room XVII

1. Timing: An event to celebrate Human Rights Day 2007 and launch a campaign commemorating the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights will take place during the morning of 10 December 2007 (1000H-1300H), prior to the commencement of the resumed sixth session of the Human Rights Council.

2. Location: The commemorative event will take place in Palais des Nations, Room XVII.

3. Subject of the event: On 10 December 2007 – Human Rights Day – the United Nations Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights will launch a year-long celebration leading up to the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the touchstone of all the fundamental freedoms we are entitled to today. The year will lead up to the Declaration’s 60th anniversary on 10 December next year. The international community and civil society are invited to join in marking the anniversary in the inclusive spirit of the Declaration. The commemorative year is being placed under the banner of dignity and justice, core values of the Declaration that apply to everyone, everywhere and always.

4. Attendance:  The event may be attended by representatives of United Nations Member States, observers for non-member States of the United Nations and other observers, as well as observers for United Nations entities, specialized agencies and related organizations, intergovernmental organizations and other entities, national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations accredited to participate in the resumed 6th session of the Human Rights Council.
5. Participants: Participating in the event shall be the United Nations Secretary-General (video-message), the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Director General of the United Nations Office at Geneva, United Nations Member States, representatives Special Procedures, Treaty Bodies, national human rights institutions and civil society.

6. List of speakers:  The list of speakers of United Nations Member States will be prepared by the Secretariat in chronological order of receipt of requests. For planning purposes, interested Permanent Missions are requested to express their wish to make statements to Ms. Michelle Erazo (Tel: 022 917 97 22; Fax: 022 917 90 11; E-mail:  merazo@ohchr.org). Delegations not having preregistered on the list of speakers may still inscribe at the start of the morning session on 10 December. The list of speakers will be closed 10 minutes after the announcement of the President to this effect. 

7. Speaking-time limits: Given the time limitation of the commemorative event to the morning session of 10 December 2007, the speaking-time limits will be of 3 minutes for United Nations Member States.  
8. Written statements:  Those who wish to have written statements circulated are requested to provide the Secretariat with 275 copies for circulation.

