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TITLE: DISCRIMINATION KILLS 
Maternal Mortality and Human Rights
VOICE OVER IMAGES OF WOMEN   :  Discrimination against women leads to preventable deaths and injuries during pregnancy and childbirth.  Each year, hundreds of thousands of women and girls die and millions more become disabled as a result of complications during pregnancy and childbirth.  
FADE TO BLACK > FADE TO TEXT: A study by the United Nations Human Rights office (OHCHR) finds a clear relationship between maternal mortality and morbidity, and violations of human rights. 
FADE TO BLACK> FADE UP SOUND BITE
AUDIO





VISUAL

	SOUNDBITE – DAYARAM 
HUSBAND OF DECEASED
	“ I AM SURE, IF WE HAD GOT TRANSPORTATION ON TIME, TODAY MY WIFE AND CHILD WOULD BE ALIVE.   ALL VEHICLES IN THE VILLAGE WERE ENGAGED. THE NEAREST HOSPITAL IS MIRJAPUR, WHICH IS 50KM AWAY.



	CUTAWAYS OF DAYARAM AND DAUGHER WALKING AT HOME.  
MLS OF DAYARAM WITH FAMILY MEMBERS
	NARRATION 1
Dayaram’s wife Pushpa Vill died after developing complications in labour. Pushpa was forced to walk 50 kilometers from her remote village in India’s northern province of Uttar Pradesh to the nearest hospital because of a lack of transport. Pushpa and her baby died before her family could get help.


	SOUNDBITE – DAYARAM 
HUSBAND OF DECEASED
	.
“MY WIFE WAS PREGNANT, WAS IN LABOUR PAIN, BUT WE COULD NOT FIND ANY VEHICLE TO GO TO THE HOSPITAL. WHEN WE REACHED THE HOSPITAL IT WAS TOO LATE AND MY WIFE HAD PASSED AWAY.”


	MLS DAYARAM AT HOME
	NARRATION 2
A grieving DYARAM returned home to take care of their only surviving child – now motherless.
  

	GENERAL SHOTS OF UTTAR PRADESH FAMILY AT HOME.
VARIOUS SHOTS DELIVERY ROOM
	NARRATION 3
An estimated 25,000 women die during pregnancy and childbirth in the province of Uttar Pradesh every year. Just like Pushpa, many women succumb during childbirth because of poverty, lack of access to emergency maternal health care, and information.


	STREET SHOTS, NAIROBI AND UTTAR PRADES .
ESTABLISHMENT SHOT OF HC IN OFFICE
	NARRATION 4

Globally, the figure is estimated at more than 500,000.  The UN Millennium Development Goals aims to reduce maternal mortality by three quarters, by 2015. UN Human Rights chief, Navi Pillay says it is unacceptable that women continue to die giving birth.  She says maternal mortality is a human rights issue.


	NAVI PILLAY - UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
	“Discrimination against women causes deaths in

Pregnancy and childbirth which could be prevented.

Women should have a say in the decisions that

Affect their sexual and reproductive health.”


	GENERAL SHOTS OF THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL.

SHOTS OF WOMEN AND MEN IN HOSPITAL
	NARRATION 5

The new study by the UN Human Rights office, produced at the request of the UN Human Rights Council, found that the risks associated with pregnancy and child birth are not unavoidable natural disadvantages, but are the result of the unjust, unequal treatment of women and cause more deaths and disabilities among women, than any other factors among men of fertile age.


	UNDERLAY SHOTS OF WOMAN BEING TRANSPORTED ON A HANDCART
UPSOUND: DR MICHEAL MBIVZO – WHO REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND RESEARCH
	“Certainly when issues of rights are taken into account to compliment those health care services we should be able to make an impact in saving the lives of women.  Evidence has shown that where health education has been received or where girls have received adequate education they are empowered to make choices and decisions that affect their health including that which protects them from maternal mortality.”  + “I take it as three elements, a health issue a development issue and a rights issue.  So certainly, it may not have been emphasised but the issue of rights and empowerment of women is very important in efforts to prevent maternal deaths.”


	SEQUENCE SHOTS OF WOMAN WITH HEALTH WORKER IN VILLAGE
	NARRATION 6

Statistics show the greatest majority of maternal deaths occur in Africa and Asia because of a general lack of infrastructure – very few skilled health workers, and health clinics, few public transport services and poor or non-existent roads. 



	WIDE STREET SHOT NEWYORK  
	NARRATION 7
But the problem is not unique to the developing world.  Maternal mortality is a crisis without borders. 


	ALICIA ELY YAMIN – AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
	“WHILE IT IS TRUE THAT 99 PER CENT OF MATERNAL MORTALITY OCCURS IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD IN THE GLOBAL SOUTH THERE ARE IMPORTANT FACTORS THAT LEAD TO HIGH MATERNAL MORTALITY IN DEVELOPED COUNTRIES.” IN AMNESTY’S RECENT REPORT ON THE UNITED STATES FOR EXAMPLE WE SEE SOME OF THE SAME PROBLEMS THAT PLAGUE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES HEALTH SYSTEMS, A LACK OF AVAILABLE ACCESSIBLE, ECONOMICALLY AND PHYSICALLY AND CULTURALLY ACCEPTABLE QUALITY HEALTH CARE THAT CAN SAVE WOMEN’S LIVES.”


	MUSIC UP
	SINGING

	MANCH – WOMEN COMMUNITY GROUP..SINGING
	NARRATION 8
Not far from Dayaram’s village, women have got together to look after mothers to be- with the sole objective of saving lives.



	Jhamman Devi - MANCH WOMEN LEADER
	WHENEVER A WOMAN IN OUR VILLAGE GETS PREGNANT WE GO TO SEE HER AND EDUCATE HER ABOUT VACCINATIONS… PEOPLE SHOULD COOPERATE MORE, SO THAT MANY PREGNANT WOMEN CAN BE HELPED.  THESE VOLUNTEERS HAVE LITTLE KNOWLEDGE, BUT IF WE EDUCATE THEM MORE, THEY WILL BE OF GREAT HELP TO THE VILLAGERS.  


	WIDE SHOTS OF WOMEN WALKING
	NARRATION 9

Behind the maternal mortality statistics are millions of personal tragedies, like Dyaram’s wife.  Improvements in women’s rights and maternal health will have an economic and social impact on families - reaching far beyond the lives of women under threat. 

	Dr D.K Singh –Community Health Centre
	I HAVE WORKED HERE FOR THE PAST 2 AND A HALF YEARS, FROM WHEN THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA LAUNCHED RURAL HEALTH SAFETY MISSION ON THE WHOLE COUNTRY.  .. THERE IS A LOT OF IMPROVEMENT IN WOMEN’S HEALTH; PREGNANT WOMEN’S LIVES ARE SAVED BEFORE AND AFTER DELIVERY.  STATISTICS SHOW THAT MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE IS DECREASING – 

	MLS MOTHER HOLDING CRYING BABY
	NARRATION 10

Every mother counts - whether numbers are decreasing or not, experts say when death is preventable, one death is one too many.

	HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
	“Let women and girls have access to the right

information, enjoy the benefits of scientific progress

and the highest attainable standards of health.  Let

them participate in decision-making processes that

affect their pregnancy and delivery. If we do that, the

lives of many thousands of women and girls will be

saved each year.”


FADE TO BLACK (CREDITS)
We thank Sayahog India, for their assistance.  Sayahog is an NGO working to promote gender equality and women’s health within a human rights framework.
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