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You have very many human rights problems here, there is conflict on the border, there’s great poverty, there’s great sexual violence, children in armed conflict – these are all the challenges but I am here to offer support because my office has expertise.  We can raise funds for increasing levels of training, judicial training, we can help to set up the national human rights commission, a very important institution where ordinary people can have access to have their complaints addressed.  This was one of the recommendations which the government of Central African Republic accepted when they underwent the UPR review in Geneva.  I have just come out of a meeting with the Prime Minister and I must say I was very impressed with his deep understanding of all these issues.  I am impressed because he did not deny there are all these challenges and he welcomed the idea that we could be helpful to the government.  And he will take up my suggestion that the government and civil society identify where the challenges are, where the needs are so we could be helpful.
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