

Jia Yang (China)

Date and place of birth: 3 April 1963, Changsha, Hunan Province of China 

Working language: English



Current position/function:

Professor of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. Member of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC). Member of the Central Women’s Committee of the Jiu San Society, one of the eight democratic parties in China. 

Founding Director of the Women’s Committee of China Association of the Blind.

Member of the World Blind Union (WBU) Asia-Pacific Region Women’s Committee.



Main professional activities:

In 2000, organized and attended the World Summit on Disability Movement in Beijing, participated in the drafting, discussion and ratification of the Beijing Declaration on the Rights of People with Disabilities in the New Century.

In 2000, attended the United Nations New Millennium Forum in New York and spoke on promoting the legislation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

In 2000, as a representative of WBU, attended the Beijing+5 World Conference on Women in New York City.

From 1997 to the present, promoted the legislation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and advocated the ratification of the Convention by the Chinese National People’s Congress. In addition, delivered numerous speeches to promote the public’s recognition of the Convention.



Educational background:

1978-1982

Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, China

1985-1987

Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China 

2000-2001

Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, USA



Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty 
body concerned:

In 2000, attended the WBU fifth General Assembly in Australia and was elected to its Executive Committee; also served as chairperson of the plenary session on “Literacy and Culture” as well as Chairperson of the Women’s Resolutions Committee, which proposed and succeeded in electing the first woman president in WBU history.

In 1998, attended the Fifth Congress of the Disabled Peoples’ International in Mexico and spoke on the special panel, “Human Rights and Women”.

In 1998, as a member of the WBU Literacy Committee, attended the Committee members’ meeting in Sweden.

In 1997, was elected a member of the WBU Asia-Pacific Women’s Committee in South Korea and spoke on the “WBU Second Women’s Forum”.



List of most recent publications in the field:

1.
“I am, I ponder, I practice”, won the best award in the China Academy of Sciences’ competition on “Innovation in Education”, 2007

2.
“From zero to infinity: legal transplantation and legal globalization in the making of the Chinese law on the protection of rights for people with disabilities and the United Nations Convention”, paper published for the International Symposium on Justice and Social Order during the Globalization Process, 2007

3.
“Participation, Construction, and Sharing” in Blind Citizen Monthly, 2006
