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Replies to the issues raised by the Committee on the implementation of Convention 

I.
General information


Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 1 of the list of issues (CMW/C/AZE/Q/2)

1.
In 2011, State Migration Service of the Republic of Azerbaijan in accordance with the legislation issued 12071 work permits for 100 foreign nationals upon the request of their employers to carry out paid labor activities on the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 7812 out of issued documents were new work permits; 4259 permits were extended. Foreign nationals are mainly citizens of the Republic of Turkey (6206), Great Britain (1736), China (563), Republic of India (376), Georgia (369), United States (261), Iran (240), Russian Federation (206), the Republic of the Philippines (189), Federal Republic of Germany (155), and Republic of Uzbekistan (117). In general, it makes 86 per cent (10418 people) of the personal permits issued in 2011. 

2.
In the first six months of the current year, 9304 migrant workers are involved in paid labor activities on the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan on the basis of a work permit. Moreover, 1259 temporary residence permits were issued to family members of migrants.

3.
In addition, 8019 migrant workers hold administrative positions or engaged in paid labor activities on the territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan without work permits. 
4.
There is no exact information about migrant workers, who are citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan in foreign countries, holding administrative positions or engaging in paid labor activities among. 

Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 2 of the list of issues
5.
During this period, the fact of appeals to courts by migrant workers and their legal representatives about refusal in issue of personal permits or violation of rights of migrant workers engaged in labor activities on a legal basis has not been submitted, and information in this note has not entered to relevant government agencies.

Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 3 of the list of issues
6.
Although legislation on migration and the draft migration code do not specifically refer to the term “migrant worker” used in the Convention, the rights and freedoms of migrant workers emanating from that legislation are set out in a number of articles in a manner that is entirely consistent with Azerbaijan’s migration policy.

7.
Although, the definition of migrant worker referred to in the Law on "Labor Migration" of the Republic of Azerbaijan differs from the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, still contradiction does not arise. Consequently, according to the legislation on labor migration, foreigners and stateless persons shall be entitled to work on the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan after obtaining a relevant permission for carrying out labor activities upon request of the applicant before arriving in the country. Persons performing labor activities in the Republic of Azerbaijan under the relevant conditions of the law are considered migrant workers and enjoy rights and freedoms on equal basis with other migrants. In addition, migrant workers who have completed their labor activities in the country are entitled to social protection in later years for the period worked in Azerbaijan. 

Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 4 of the list of issues
8.
A tripartite General Collective Agreement between the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Azerbaijan Trade Unions Confederation and the National Confederation of Entrepreneurs (Employers’) Organizations of the Republic of Azerbaijan for the years of 2012-2013 has been signed.

9.
Strengthening the country's economy, increasing its competitiveness, improving the labor productivity, stimulating effective infrastructure of labor market development and employment growth, creating a safe work environment, improving the quality of life of workers and their families, reducing poverty, ensuring the implementation of social and economic policy for preservation of social stability and social protection of the population sets the priority goals of an agreement. At the same time, General Collective Agreement sets out obligations for developing cooperation between the parties based on the principle of social partnership by signing (through) collective agreements and contracts. 

10. General Collective Agreement sets out obligations of the parties under the following directions:

(1)
In the field of Economic Policy;

(2)
Payroll, income and living standards of the population; (Population living standards)

(3)
Stimulation of labor market development and employment growth; 

(4)
Strengthen social protection;

(5)
Protection of labor rights, labor protection, technical and environmental safety;

(6)
Social partnership and co-ordination of the activities of the parties.

Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 5 of the list of issues
11.
The project of "Migration Code," created to set a centralized database of legislation on migration, has been submitted to the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan in 2011 with the final conclusions and recommendations of other state agencies. "Migration Code" is expected to be adopted by the Milli Mejlis (Parliament) of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the near future.

12.
The goal of the Migration Code project is to implement state policy in the field of migration, regulate migration processes, as well as determine norms on granting legal status to foreigners and stateless persons residing in the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

13.
According to article 2, the Code is based on the principles of respect for human and civil rights and fundamental freedoms, legality, equality and equity before the law. 

14.
The project, in accordance with article 3 of the Code, regulates the processes of departure and arrival of the citizens to the Republic of Azerbaijan, rights, freedoms and obligations of foreigners and stateless persons in the Republic of Azerbaijan, arrival of foreigners and stateless persons to the Republic of Azerbaijan and their departure, temporary stay in the Republic of Azerbaijan, extension of temporary stay, temporary and permanent residence permits, registration, labor migration of the foreigners and stateless persons and citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as well as determination of the refugee status of foreigners and stateless persons and asylum-seekers, public control of migration, fight against illegal migration, determination of responsibility for violation of migration laws. 

Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 6 of the list of issues
15.
This issue is under the competence of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 7 of the list of issues
16.
According to article 25 of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the State guarantees equality of rights and liberties for all, irrespective of race, nationality, religion, language, sex, origin, material or official status, occupation, political convictions, membership in political parties, trade unions and other public organizations. Rights and liberties of a person, citizen cannot be restricted due to race, nationality, religion, language, sex, origin, conviction, political and social belonging. Restrictions of the human and civil rights and freedoms on the grounds of race, nationality, religion, language, sex, origin, belief, political or social affiliation are prohibited.

17.
The provision of article 25 of the Constitution has been reflected in article 16 of the Labor Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan (unacceptability of discrimination in labor relations). Consequently, according to the same article, during hiring or a change in or termination of employment no discrimination among employees shall be permitted on the basis of citizenship, sex, race, nationality, language, place of residence, economic standing, social origin, age, family circumstances, religion, political views, affiliation with trade unions or other public associations, professional standing, beliefs, or other factors unrelated to the professional qualifications, job performance, or professional skills of the employees, nor shall it be permitted to establish privileges and benefits or directly or indirectly limit rights on the basis of these factors. 

18.
The guarantees also apply to migrant workers engaged in labor activities on the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

19.
The initial step to be carried out during the detection of illegal migrants engaged in labor activities on the territory of the country is implementation of the activities on legalizing their labor activities and residence.

Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 8 of the list of issues
20..
From 29 May to 12 June, State Migration Service of the Republic of Azerbaijan together with representatives of local executive power bodies held numerous events in the regions to increase public awareness in the field of migration. Officials of the State Migration Service, authorized representatives of the executive organs and municipal bodies of the surrounding cities and villages, as well as representatives of number of institutions and organizations, entrepreneurs who employ foreigners and stateless persons, mass media representatives participated in the informative events held in the Shirvan, Baku, Yevlakh, Ganja, Aghsu, Sheki, Khachmaz, Khirdalan and Sumgait regions of the Republic. 

21.
In the events, the legal status of foreigners and stateless persons, extension of the term for temporary stay of foreign citizens and stateless persons on the territory of the country, temporary and permanent residence permits, the personal permits and extension of personal permits issued for foreigners and stateless persons upon request of employers for carrying out paid labor activities on the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the procedures of registration on the place of residence, responsibility on the violation of the requirements of the legislation in the field of migration, as well as other legislative acts regulating the issues in the field of migration has been brought to the attention of participants. At the end of meetings the participants' questions were answered by the officials of the Service.

22.
Thirty-eight-minute film reflecting the six -months activities of the State Migration Service of the Republic of Azerbaijan in native language has been broadcasted on public television in the country. The English version has been send to more than 60 countries around the world via International Organization for Migration and sited in the official webpage of the Service.

23.
In addition, three video clips reflecting the procedures of State Migration Service on regulation of current relations in the field of migration has been prepared, and their broadcast via television and the web is expected in near future.

24.
Moreover, brochures defining migration legislation mechanisms in Azerbaijani, Russian and English languages have been published. 

25.
The next edition of the “Migration” journal (available in Azerbaijan, Russian and English languages) reflecting the March-August, 2012 activities of the State Migration Service and carrying out informative character has been prepared and will be published by the end of the year. Information in the relevant sections of the official website of the service is updated on a regular basis. 


II.
Information relating to each of the articles of the Convention


A.
General provisions


Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 9 of the list of issues
26.
In 2012, the requests of migrant workers have been associated with the delay of their salaries. Entered requests have been examined in accordance with the legislation, and by taking appropriate measures the complaints of migrant workers have been resolved. 

27.
According to article 1 of the Constitutional Law on the “Human Rights Commissioner (Ombudsman) of the Republic of Azerbaijan,” the office of the Human Rights Commissioner (Ombudsman) of the Republic of Azerbaijan set up to restore the human rights and freedoms enshrined in the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan and in the international treaties to which the Republic of Azerbaijan is a party, violated by governmental and municipal bodies and officials of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

28.
According to article 8 of the same Constitutional Law, the Commissioner examines complaints on violations of human rights from citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan, foreigners and stateless persons, as well as legal entities

29.
A complaint may also be lodged by a third person or a non-governmental organization with consent of the person human rights of which have allegedly been violated. If it is impossible to obtain consent of the person human rights of which have allegedly been violated (if that person died, lost his or her legal capacity etc.), a complaint may be lodged by a third person or a non-governmental organization without consent.

30.
In accordance with article 10 of the Constitutional Law, in respect to a complaint on violation of human rights lodged by applicant, the Commissioner may take one of the following decisions: 

· Accepts the complaint for investigation;

· Refuses to pursue the complaint;

31.
In case of refusing to pursue the complaint, the Commissioner shall, within 10 days, submit a substantiated written reply to applicant. 
32.
According to article 13 of the Constitutional Law, the commissioner shall, within 5 days, submit written information to an applicant of the measures taken in respect of his or her complaint, and results of the investigation.

33.
If the Commissioner finds a violation of the rights and freedoms of an applicant during the investigation of a complaint, then it may take the following measures:

· To demand from the governmental or municipal body, whose decision or act (omission) violated the human rights and freedoms, to remedy those violations. The appropriate bodies and officials shall, within ten days, submit to the Commissioner written information on the taken measures with respect to those violations. Where such information is not submitted or the appropriate body fails to comply with the demands of the Commissioner, the latter may apply to the superior authorities;

· To apply to relevant bodies in cases where certain conduct appears to be a criminal offence; 

· To apply to the subjects entitled to file additional cassation complaints; 

· To submit proposals to relevant bodies on instituting disciplinary proceedings against the officials whose decision or act (omission) violated human rights and freedoms; 

· To inform mass media about the results of the investigation conducted in respect of human rights violations;

· In cases, where violations of human rights take on special public importance, if the means available at the disposal of the Commissioner are not sufficient for remedying those violations, to apply to the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, or to hold a speech before the Milli Mejlis (Parliament) of the Republic of Azerbaijan;

· To apply to a court of justice for the protection of the rights and freedoms violated by decision or act (omission) of a governmental or municipal body, or an official; 

· To apply to the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Azerbaijan in cases where the rights and freedoms of a person are violated by legislative acts in force. 


B.
Part III of the Convention



Article 21



Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 10 of the list of issues
34.
A number of measures have been taken towards strengthening State control over migration processes, management and regulation of migration processes, as well as labor migration. The detection and fight against illegal employment carried out by employers of foreigners and stateless persons on the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan by violating the provisions of the legislation, is exposed based on the data and relevant checking by Integrated Migration Information System of State Migration Service. 

35.
The purpose of fight against illegal migration is not only to subject foreigners and employers engaged in illegal employment to bear administrative responsibilities, but also to legalize the residence and labor activities of illegal migrant workers, to make them benefit from rights, freedoms and obligations on equal basis with migrant workers and ease the process of control and management of migration processes. 

36.
Confiscation or unlawful attempt to seizure passport or identity card of a citizen, means bearing administrative responsibility in accordance with article 332 of the Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan on administrative offences. 

37.
The programme on “Addressing social problems creating conditions for Human Trafficking” has been approved on 20 May, 2011 by No 81 Decision of Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

38.
The main purpose of the programme is to address the social problems that create conditions for human trafficking, and to provide the necessary conditions for improving the living standards of victims and potential victims of human trafficking. The objective of the programme is to ensure social protection of groups of population vulnerable to human trafficking, including youngsters deprived of parental care and residential place who, due to age limit, forced to leave boarding schools and other alternative care institutions.



Article 27

]

Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 11 of the list of issues
39.
Pursuant to Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on "Social Insurance", as from 1 January, 2006 foreigners who are paid for their labour in the Republic of Azerbaijan or receiving other income in Azerbaijan that is subject to mandatory state social insurance are covered by mandatory state social insurance. In accordance with article 31 of the mentioned Law, where there is a contradiction between present law and international agreement to which Azerbaijan is a party, the international agreement applies.

40.
Based on article 3.2 of the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on “Labor pensions”, foreigners and stateless persons permanently residing on the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan shall be entitled to pension provision on equal terms with the citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan in accordance with the conditions set in the legislation. 



Article 28



Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 12 of the list of issues
41.
Based on 24 June 2011 dated amendment, article no 17-1 has been added to article 1 of the “Law about Protection of Health of the Population” of the Republic of Azerbaijan (rights of the victims of domestic violence in the protection of public health). According to the same article, victims of domestic violence are provided with specialized free of charge medical services in the establishments of the State health system. The mentioned law is also applicable to migrants. 



Article 30



Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 13 of the list of issues
	42.
Information about sex and age of migrant children enrolled in secondary education schools in the Republic of Azerbaijan is the following:

№
	Levels of Education
	Sex
	Age

	
	
	Male
	Female
	6-10 age
	10-15 age
	16+age

	1
	Primary Education
	305
	245
	554
	
	

	2
	General Secondary Education
	469
	449
	
	916
	

	3
	Secondary Education
	138
	121
	
	
	257

	SUM:
	912
	815
	554
	916
	257


	№
	Country
	Migrants by level of education and sex (by country)
	SUM

	
	
	Primary Education
	General Secondary Education
	Secondary Education
	

	
	
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female
	

	1
	USA
	2
	
	1
	2
	1
	
	6

	2
	Federative Republic of Germany
	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	2

	3
	Great Britain
	1
	
	
	1
	
	
	2

	4
	Bangladesh
	
	
	
	2
	
	
	2

	5
	Republic of Belorussia
	1
	1
	1
	1
	
	2
	6

	6
	UAE
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1

	7
	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	
	
	
	2
	
	
	2

	8
	People’s Republic of China
	
	2
	
	2
	
	
	4

	9
	Estonia
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1

	10
	Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
	8
	11
	15
	10
	10
	5
	59

	11
	Georgia
	141
	104
	229
	198
	69
	61
	802

	12
	India
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1

	13
	Islamic Republic of Iran
	1
	2
	2
	3
	1
	2
	11

	14
	Israel 
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	1

	15
	Republic of Korea
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	1

	16
	Kazakhstan
	3
	1
	5
	6
	1
	1
	17

	17
	Kyrgyzstan
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	18
	Latvia
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	1

	19
	Moldova
	3
	
	
	2
	1
	1
	7

	20
	Uzbekistan
	2
	1
	1
	3
	
	1
	8

	21
	Islamic Republic of Pakistan
	1
	1
	
	1
	
	1
	4

	22
	Russian Federation
	101
	96
	175
	178
	44
	36
	630

	23
	Saudi Arabia
	
	2
	
	
	
	
	2

	24
	Syria
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	2

	25
	Tajikistan
	1
	1
	
	
	
	1
	3

	26
	Republic of Turkey
	31
	14
	26
	22
	8
	1
	102

	27
	Turkmenistan
	2
	1
	4
	5
	
	6
	18

	28
	Ukraine
	3
	4
	10
	7
	3
	2
	29

	29
	Vietnam
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	1

	30
	Greece
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1

	SUM
	305
	245
	469
	449
	138
	121
	1727


43.
In addition, it shall be noted that, State Migration Service issued temporary residence permits to 4590 foreigners enrolled in universities in Republic of Azerbaijan in the academic year of 2011-2012. They were also provided with relevant cards and registered by place of residence.


C.
Part IV of the Convention


Article 40-42



Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 14 of the list of issues
44.
As given in the legislation, there are no any restrictions in the unification of migrant workers with trade unions. 

45.
According to article 13.1 of the Labor Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan, foreigners and stateless persons on the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan shall enjoy the same rights and have the same obligations as citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan and carry out responsibilities in accordance with these rights. Establishment of workers’ trade union organization is referred in article 19.1 of the Code. Workers in order to protect the salaries, social, and economic rights and interests can join with relevant trade unions and engage in trade union activities. According to article 20 of the Law “on the legal status of foreigners and stateless persons" of the Republic of Azerbaijan and article 9 of the Law “on Non-Governmental Organizations (Public Associations and Foundations),” foreigners and stateless persons that have the right of permanent residence in the Republic of Azerbaijan may be the founder of the non-governmental organization.

Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 15 of the list of issues
46.
As indicated, pursuant to article 10 of Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on “Labor Migration”, restricting the unification of migrant workers with their own family is prohibited. Family members of the migrants, who are engaged in paid labor activity on the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan, shall be given temporary residence permit for the period of an individual permission to perform labor activities. 
47.
In the first half of the current year, 1259 temporary residence permits were issued to foreign nationals for the unification of migrant workers, engaged in paid labor activity on the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan based on work permit, with their own family. 


D.
Part V of the Convention



Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 16 of the list of issues
48.
Taking into account international practice one of the significant steps towards the development of a migration management system is the application of “single window” Principle in the migration management. The principle enables the management of migration processes based on more flexible and effective mechanisms, ensures efficiency in this area and lead to the removal of a number of unresolved problems. With the start of the application of “single window” principle, as from 1 July, 2009, the mechanism of the migration management has been improved, the procedures of granting permissions to foreigners and stateless persons entering the Republic of Azerbaijan for lawful residence and engaging in work activity, and of their registration at the place of residence has been simplified. As a result, transparency in this sphere has been ensured. 

49.
State Migration Service of the Republic of Azerbaijan, implementing state authorities based on “single window” principle, provides the issuance of temporary and permanent permits of foreigners and stateless persons on the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the registration of these people, who were granted the permission to reside temporarily or permanently in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan at the place of their residence, the extension of the period of temporarily stay in the country for foreigners and stateless persons entering the Republic to Azerbaijan, the grant to foreigners and stateless persons individual permissions to engage in paid labor activities and other actual issues. 

50.
Foreigners and stateless persons until the expiration of the temporary and permanent residence permits can freely exit from the country and enter into the country without any additional permission-visa. 

51.
In order to maintain a record of the foreigners and stateless persons residing and temporarily staying in the Republic of Azerbaijan, to provide government agencies involved in migration management with the necessary information, to automate migration-related work, query and analysis, and to make enhancements in electronic services a unified information system (Unified Migration Information System (UMIS)) has been created and the transfer of relevant information to UMIS by other state agencies and integration with “Entry–Exit and Registration” Interagency Automated Information and Search System and State Registry of Population has been provided. UMIS is the collection of accurate statistical database of information about foreigners and stateless persons residing and temporarily staying in the Republic of Azerbaijan, refugees and illegal migrants in the country. UMIS gives information about the dynamics of migration processes in the country, and creates favorable conditions for taking appropriate measures in fighting against illegal migration and guarantying security.

52.
In order to prevent the violation of requirements of the legislation in the field of migration, State Migration Service of the Republic of Azerbaijan signed an action plan individually with Ministry of Internal Affairs and the State Border Service of Republic Azerbaijan in 2008. Currently, events on this direction have been held regularly. As a result of joint actions relevant decisions have been taken on detained foreigners.


E.
Part VI of the Convention



Article 64



Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 17 of the list of issues
53.
Hitherto, two meetings on visa facilitation and readmission issues were held between European Union and the Republic of Azerbaijan (respectively, on 1-2 March 2012 in Baku on 31 May-1 June 2012 in Brussels). The third round of talks was held in 6-7 November 2012 in Baku. Next 4th round is expected to be held in March 2013.

54.
Within the framework of the Eastern Partnership Initiative, to establish closer relations between European Union and each partner country, partners instead of establishing bilateral Partnership and Cooperation Agreements, plan to sign new Association Agreements, as well gradually liberalize visas, and strengthen cooperation on energy security. Four thematic platforms have been created in accordance with four main areas of cooperation. State Migration Service is represented on the first platform under the name of “Democracy, good governance and stability."

Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 18 of the list of issues
55.
After the adoption of the Convention on the legal status of migrant workers and their family members of CIS member states, to develop regional cooperation in this field, the project of an Agreement on “social security of migrant workers and their family members of CIS member states” has been drafted and currently is under discussion. 

56.
Convention on “Ratification of the Convention on the Legal Status of Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families of the Commonwealth of Independent States Participating Countries" accepted by the Council of the Heads of the Governments of the CIS countries on 14 November 2008 and approved by the No IIIQ 106, September 30, 2010 dated law of the Republic of Azerbaijan has entered into force on 25 December 2010 in respect to the Republic of Azerbaijan.

57.
State Migration Service of the Republic of Azerbaijan cooperates with the relevant bodies of the CIS participating countries within the framework of heads of council of migration organs of CIS participating states taking into account the comments of the leadership.

58.
The eighth meeting of the Council was held on 28-30 September 2010, in Baku. Representatives of the State Migration Service participated in three meetings of the Council; two in 2011 and one in 2012. Moreover, legislation on migration, including the fight against illegal migration has been discussed by members of State Migration Service of the Republic Azerbaijan and the Federal Migration Service of the Russian Federation. 



Article 67



Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 19 of the list of issues
59.
To protect the interests of citizens living abroad "Working Group" for regulating readmission issues has been established. The project of “Readmission Strategy” of the Republic of Azerbaijan has been prepared with the final comments and recommendations of the relevant state authorities and International Migration Organization. The strategy is assumed expedient for participating Sate authorities to follow during negotiating and signing procedures of readmission agreements.



Article 68



Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 20 of the list of issues
60.
According to article 13, paragraph 3, No813 Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on “exit from the Country, entry into the Country, and Passports” on 14 June 1994, the single or multiple transit visa is granted to foreigners going to other countries for passing through the territory of Azerbaijan Republic. If the transit visa has not any notes or seals about the non-stop passage, its owner has a right to stay in the Republic of Azerbaijan for not longer than five days. The Regulation “on the rules for transit of foreigners and stateless persons through the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan" has been approved on 27 December  2002 with No 414-IIQ law of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Regulation determines the regulations of transit through the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan by foreigners and stateless persons in accordance with the law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on “legal status of foreigners and stateless persons” and “exit from the Country, entry into the Country, and Passports”

61.
Transit visa for foreigners and stateless persons passing through the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan are issued by Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan or diplomatic missions and consulates of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

62.
If the transit visa has not any notes or seals about the non-stop passage, its owner has a right to stay in the Republic of Azerbaijan for not longer than five days. Transit through: the period of visa may be extended in exceptional cases by decision of relevant executive organ.

63.
The application of foreigners for issuance of visa are considered by Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Azerbaijan Republic or by the Embassies and consulates of the Azerbaijan Republic

64.
The documentation of mandatory stay of foreigners and stateless person in the country during the transit pass has been defined in the regulation. 

Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 21 of the list of issues
65.
“Children’s Shelter” Reintegration Centre set up on 14 January 2011, every 24 hours provides all necessary assistance to children and adolescents deprived of parental care, potential victims of human trafficking, and in the exceptional cases to persons exposed to domestic violence. Local police department of the Interior Ministry and employees of the organization observe that, mainly children and parents attend the centre to receive temporary housing and shelter. In general, street children, children exposed to domestic violence, adults from child-care institutions, and in exceptional cases women exposed to violence are among the risk group receiving shelter. 

66.
The above-mentioned persons are provided with all necessary assistance in connection with education, psychological and legal counseling, medical assistance, social services, vocational rehabilitation and other services in the shelter. In 2010-2011 and in the 9 months of the current year, 306 children and 59 parents has been settled in the centre and provided with social, legal, medical and psychological assistance. A birth certificate and Identity card has been issued for 102 children, and 71 of them have been sent to other childcare institutions. During this period, 109 children returned back to their families, 25 parents have been provided with job by attending vocational trainings and other relevant entities for work. 

67.
Currently, one shelter centre set up in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan for the victims of human trafficking. From 2009 up to November 2012, 135 victims of human trafficking stayed in shelter and benefited from all necessary services. 

Reply to the issues raised in paragraph 22 of the list of issues
68.
Considering the special situation of women and children, numerous events on informing the police about the rights of victims of human trafficking has been carried out. 

69.
Pursuant to paragraph 3 of the No. 62 decision on “Rules of implementation of social rehabilitation of the victims of human traffic” approved by Cabinet of Ministers on 6 march 2006, social rehabilitation of victims of human trafficking, as well as the restoration of violated human rights at the request of any person as a victim of human trafficking are carried out in mutual cooperation with the specialized institutions indicated in the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan "On Combating Trafficking in Human Beings", Internal Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Ministry of Health, Labor and Social Protection, the Ministry of Education and other relevant authorities specified in the “National Action Plan on Struggle against Human Traffic.” 

70.
In 2012, during the raids and preventive measures, it has been detected that, the estimated number of victims refusing to cooperate with police is 267. In accordance with Rules on the “National Referral Mechanism for Victims of Human Trafficking”, 89 victims have been sent to other state agencies, pursuant to Interdepartmental Commission. Moreover, victims of human trafficking have been provided with necessary assistance by Ministry of labor and Social Protection of the Population, Ministry of Education, Health and Justice. 

71.
Other victims have been directed to other non-governmental organizations in cooperation with the Office to Combat Human Trafficking In general, 67 victims has received medical assistance, 151 legal support, and 112 psychological aid; 26 children of potential victims has been provided with school uniforms, 3-on identity cards, and 50 of them have been employed. 

72.
At the same time, draft version of the law "on Combating Human Trafficking” with the final additions has been submitted to relevant state agencies to be added to the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan. These additions include; 

· Provision of victims of human trafficking with 30-day period of recovery and contemplation to make a deliberate decision on restoring their own situation, preventing influences of criminals and cooperating with criminal prosecution organs; 

· Provision of victims of human trafficking benefit from the services of special institutions (shelters, help centres) available during recovery and contemplation period; 

· Implementation of administrative measures for the withdrawal of victims of human trafficking from the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan
	*	In accordance with the information transmitted to State parties regarding the processing of their reports, the present document was not edited.
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