INFORMATION NOTE:
26 January 2012

Ninth session of the Human Rights Council Working Group on Situations, 
30 January – 3 February 2012
The ninth session of the Human Rights Council Working Group on Situations is scheduled to take place from 30 January to 3 February 2012, at the Palais des Nations, Geneva.

As a result of the review of the Complaint Procedure established in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII), the Human Rights Council, by resolution 5/1 of 18 June 2007, set up a new confidential complaint procedure as an integral part of its institutional architecture. Two distinct working groups, the Working Group on Communications and the Working Group on Situations, have been established with the mandate to examine the communications received under the Complaint Procedure and to bring to the attention of the Human Rights Council consistent patterns of gross and reliably attested violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms occurring in any part of the world and under any circumstances.

The Working Group on Situations examines communications on the basis of the information and recommendations provided by the Working Group on Communications and presents to the Council a report on consistent patterns of gross and reliably attested violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms. The Human Rights Council will consider the report of the Working Group at its upcoming 19th session (27 February to 23 March 2012) at two closed meetings scheduled to take place on 9 and 20 March. 
The Working Group is composed of five representatives of Member States of the Human Rights Council appointed by each regional group to serve in their personal capacity. Members of the Working Group meet twice a year for one week. The proceedings of the Working Group are confidential and held as private meetings. Members may be re-elected once if nominated.

The membership of the Working Group is as follows: 

	Name
	Nationality

	H.E. Mr. Mothusi Bruce Rabasha PALAI
	Botswana (African States)

	H.E. Mr. Christian GUILLERMET-FERNANDEZ
	Costa Rica (Latin American and Caribbean States)

	Ms. Siti Hajjar ADNIN
	Malaysia (Asian States)

	Mr. Andrzej SADOS
	Poland (Eastern European States)

	H.E. Mr. Agustín SANTOS MARAVER
	Spain (Western European and Other States)


